
Universities NZ Scholarships GPA Guidelines

Calculation of Scholarship Grade Point Average (GPA) for Universities NZ Scholarship Applications ONLY
This document explains how to calculate scholarship grade point averages (GPA) for students from New Zealand universities who are applying for Universities NZ scholarships only.

For all other scholarship GPA assessments, refer to the guidelines for “Calculation of Scholarship Grade Point Average (GPA) for Scholarships Awarded by The University of Auckland”. (Insert link here).
A grade point average for scholarship purposes is calculated as follows:

1. A minimum of 240 points over the last two years is used, assuming full-time study;

2. If more than 240 points have been taken over the two years, all points (except Withdrawn courses and CoPs) must be counted;

3. If the last two years of study are not full-time (i.e. less than 240 points in total) then go back semester by semester, counting all the courses taken (except Withdrawn courses and CoPs), until at least the minimum 240 points is obtained.

4. Grades are assigned the following numerical values:

	A+
	=
	9
	B+
	=
	6
	C+
	=
	3

	A
	=
	8
	B
	=
	5
	C
	=
	2

	A-
	=
	7
	B-
	=
	4
	C-
	=
	1


Fail grades, including DNS (Did not sit) and DNC (Did not complete) etc, are worth 0. Do not include Withdrawn courses or CoPs (Certificates of Proficiency) in the calculation. 

5. In order to calculate a scholarship GPA, each grade is multiplied by the number of points for that course.  The multiplied figures are then summed, and divided by the total number of points. GPAs must be reported to three decimal places. An example is given below:

	EXAMPLE 1:
	
	
	
	
	

	Term
	Course
	Programme
	Grade
	Points
	GrdVal
	GrdValxPts

	1085
	PSYCH 796B
	MA
	A
	60.00
	8
	480

	1083
	PSYCH 796A
	MA
	A
	60.00
	8
	480

	1075
	PSYCH 721
	BAHons
	A-
	15.00
	7
	105

	1075
	PSYCH 725
	BAHons
	B
	15.00
	5
	75

	1075
	PSYCH 761
	BAHons
	B+
	15.00
	6
	90

	1075
	PSYCH 788B
	BAHons
	A+
	22.50
	9
	202.5

	1073
	PSYCH 746
	BAHons
	A-
	15.00
	7
	105

	1073
	PSYCH 760
	BAHons
	B-
	15.00
	4
	60

	1073
	PSYCH 788A
	BAHons
	A+
	22.50
	9
	202.5

	
	
	
	              (Sum of Points)
	(Sum of GrdVal xPts)

	TOTALS
	
	
	 
	240.00
	
	1800.00

	GPA
	
	
	
	
	GPA 
	7.500









                         gpa:1800÷240=7.500  
                        
Please see following page
	EXAMPLE 2:
	
	
	
	
	

	Term
	Course Name
	
	Grade
	Points
	GrdVal
	GrdValxPts

	1085
	ENVSCI  796B
	MSC
	A+ *
	60
	9
	540

	1083
	ENVSCI  796A
	MSC
	A+ *
	60
	9
	540

	1083
	ENVSCI  716
	PGDSC
	W
	15
	3
	Exclude (Withdrawn)

	1075
	ENVSCI  702
	PGDSC
	A- 
	15
	7
	105

	1075
	ASIAN    712
	COP
	C+
	45
	0
	Exclude (COP)

	1073
	ENVSCI  701
	PGDSC
	A-
	15
	7
	105

	1073
	ENVSCI  736
	PGDSC
	A+
	15
	9
	135

	1065
	ENVSCI  697A
	PGDSC
	W
	15
	0
	Exclude (Withdrawn)

	1065
	ENVSCI  680
	PGDSC
	DNS
	15
	0
	0

	
	
	
	
	(Sum of Points)
	(Sum of GrdVal x Pts)

	
	
	
	
	240
	 
	1425

	
	NOTE: Only 180 of the points above can be included. Therefore all courses taken

	
	in the next most recent semester must also be included in the calculation, as follows:

	1063
	ENVSCI  714
	PGDSC
	C
	15
	2
	30

	1063
	ENVSCI  710
	PGDSC
	A
	15
	8
	120

	1063
	ENVSCI  711
	PGDSC
	A+
	15
	9
	135

	1063
	ENVSCI  731
	PGDSC
	A-
	15
	7
	105

	1063
	ENVSCI  733
	PGDSC
	B+
	15
	6
	90

	
	
	
	
	(Sum of Points)
	(Sum of GrdVal x Pts)

	
	
	
	
	255
	
	1905

	
	
	
	
	
	GPA*
	7.471


                                                                                                gpa: 1905 ÷ 255 = 7.471

· Courses included in the GPA calculation should be clearly marked on the transcript.

· Where an unmarked thesis is to be included in the GPA calculation, an estimated grade must be obtained from the department/supervisor concerned. The estimated grade should be clearly marked with an asterisk, and italicised where possible.

e.g.
HISTORY 796
A*

Grade point averages which include an estimated grade should also be asterisked.

Students who are offered scholarships on the basis of a GPA which includes an estimated grade will receive an offer conditional upon their achieving at least a specified minimum GPA. If, when final results are confirmed, their GPA falls below the required level, the scholarship offer will be withdrawn.

· Students who apply on the basis of overseas qualifications: The Faculty should obtain as much information as possible about courses and grades. Please ensure that in arriving at a Grade Point Estimate (GPE), the best comparative assessment is made. Further information about calculating scholarship GPEs is available on the Scholarships website (Link TBA).
· GPA calculations will be scrutinised by the University’s Scholarships Sub-Committee and, as appropriate, by the Universities NZ Scholarships Committee. Applicants may be disadvantaged if GPA calculations are incorrect. Any changes to initial GPA calculations will require signing off by the Scholarships Sub-Committee, and will be denoted as an adjusted GPA.

Staff should adhere to these guidelines as strictly as possible; any divergence should be explained on the covering page. For example, if a scholarship GPA calculation excludes results that are greater than 10 years old, please justify the decision to exclude them.
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