
Guidelines for Extensions to The University of Auckland Doctoral 
Scholarships and Fees Bursaries (Domestic and International) 

 
The University of Auckland Doctoral Scholarships provide support for up to 36 
months of study. In December 2005 it was announced that a further six months of 
scholarship funding, subject to Scholarship Sub-Committee (SSC) approval, might be 
available to scholarship recipients (refer to Regulation 7 and Note xi of The 
University of Auckland Doctoral Scholarships’ regulations). 
 
In addition, the University of Auckland may award extensions of up to six months 
funding under Category B, below, to domestic and international students who have 
held up to 36 months of funding from another source (excluding foreign government 
funding), provided the student held a first class academic record (i.e. a Scholarship 
GPA or GPE of 7.0 or above at the time of admission to the doctoral programme). 
 
Note: Doctoral students enrolled in 360 point doctoral programmes are not eligible to 
apply under Category B but may apply under Category A if they consider their 
situation would meet the criteria. 
 
This document outlines the ways SSC handles requests for extensions. 
 
1. Extension Request Category A: ‘Extenuating and Unforeseeable 

Circumstances’ 
 
If a student believes that their progress has been delayed by ‘extenuating and 
unforeseeable circumstances’ they can apply to SSC for an extension of up to 12 
months (i.e. 36 months of standard tenure + up to 12 months additional tenure). A 
12 month extension will only be granted in the most exceptional case. If a student is 
funded for 48 months they will not be eligible for a further six months extension 
(Extension Request B). 
 
Note: students must suspend from their doctorates and scholarships if the 
circumstances they face mean that they cannot apply themselves to fulltime study 
for the foreseeable future. 
 
Examples of ‘extenuating and unforeseeable circumstances’: 
 
• unforeseeable family or medical crises, such as a serious accident 
• research circumstances that prevent any activity being carried out on the doctorate 
 
The following are foreseeable circumstances and thus are not grounds for a request: 
 
• supervisor away on field work or sabbatical 
• work overload due to other (paid) employment 
• work on conference presentations and publications 
• pre-existing medical conditions 
• family commitments 
• financial commitments 
 
If a student believes they meet the criteria for an extension they must contact 
Scholarships Office at the time of the event and provide SSC with the following: 
 
• a personal statement outlining the basis of their request (max. 500 words), signed 

off by their main supervisor 
• supporting documentation, such as a letter from an appropriate medical 

practitioner 
• a timeline indicating plans for doctoral work from date of request until submission 



of doctorate signed and dated by their main supervisor 
• a signed and dated statement of support from their main supervisor 
• endorsement of supervisor’s statement by relevant Head of Department 
 
Notes:   
(i) All applicants must complete a new payment form. 
(ii) Application for an extension must be within three months of scholarship end 

date 
 
 
SSC will not consider applications that cover extenuating and unforeseeable 
circumstances that occurred more than six months before the time of the request. 
 
2. Extension Request Category B: Additional Six Months Funding 
 
Scholarship recipients who have received 36 months of scholarship or who have 
received 36 months of scholarship and no more than an additional six months of 
funding due to extenuating and unforeseeable circumstances, may apply for up to six 
months additional funding. SSC will award extensions to students who they believe 
will submit their doctorate within 48 months of active registration (i.e. SSC will take 
into account suspensions from the doctoral programme) based on the student 
providing the following: 
 

• a statement indicating their progress to date (max. 500 words), signed off by their 
main supervisor 

• a timeline indicating plans for doctoral work from date of request until submission 
signed and dated by their main supervisor 
• a signed and dated statement of support from their main supervisor 
• endorsement of supervisor’s statement by relevant Head of Department 
• students must be registered as a full-time doctoral candidate 
 
Notes: 
(i) All applicants must complete a new payment form. 
(ii) Application for an extension must be within three months of scholarship end 

date 
 
SSC will also consider the student’s most recent Doctoral Annual Report in making its 
decision. 
 
Please submit your completed application by one of the following means:  
 
a. Hand delivery: 

Scholarships Drop Box 

Student Information Centre                                          

Room 112 

The ClockTower Building  

22 Princes Street  

City Campus  

 

c. Email: 

scholarships@auckland.ac.nz 

b. Mail:  

Scholarships Office  
The University of Auckland 
Private Bag 92019 
Auckland Mail Centre 

Auckland 1142  

 
 



The University of Auckland Return to:

Scholarships, Prizes & Awards payment form Scholarships Drop Box, Student Information Centre,

(This information is for Scholarship Office purposes Rm 112, The ClockTower

Complete Sections 1, 2, and Declaration overleaf Student ID

1 Academic details Personal details

Faculty Surname

First names

Registration Date 
(PhD only)

2 Bank details

Account in name of:

Bank Branch

Bank account no.

Signature Date

3 For staff use only Name of scholarship

Charge to ledger account 8 2 4 1 0 0 8 4 2 5 8 0 0 x x

 Authorised by Sig. Date

4 For staff use only

Amount payable $

Amount payable $

Amount payable $

Amount payable $

Amount payable $

Amount payable $

Amount payable $

Amount payable $

Amount payable $

Amount payable $

Amount payable $

Amount payable $

Amount payable $

Amount payable $

Amount payable $

Amount payable $

Amount payable $

Amount payable $

TOTAL $

BRIGHT FUTURES / DOCTORAL EXTENSION

Email

NO payment can be made until 
official verification of account no. 
is attached, e.g. bank statement

Degree 

Code/initialsDate stamp




