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IS UN IVER SITY 
LOBBYING FOR 
FLETCHERS P

By a Special Correspondent’

The secret is now out, of the 
Fletcher Organisation's new 
bid to get the huge Hobson 
Bay contract— and of its priv
ate negotiations with the heads 
af the University of Auckland.

While University councillors, 
Professorial Board, staff, stud
ents find public were kept in 
the dark, this Fletcher plan was 
known to the deputation which 
discussed the University site 
with the Prime Minister and 
other Ministers in Wellington.

THE OLD, OLD, STORY

The unprivileged outsiders were 
allowed to suppose th a t nothing new was 
raised at the W e lling ton  conference—  
nothing to w arrant, say, a special m eet
ing of the University Council.

According to one source, Chancellor 
Cocker and Pro-chancellor Robb were 
agreeable to a hush-hush policy in order 
to give Fletchers best chance to win the 
contract.

For the ir part, Fletchers are said to 
want the contract badly, but are w illing  
to be regarded as benefactors o f the  U n i
versity.

Here must lie the explanation why no 
decision was made a t the W e lling ton  

Rugfy'summit ta lks '— why M r Nash is g iving 
jn j the site 'more th o ug h t'— why s till an- 

financ-°bier plan has been batted back to  the 
Works M in istry to  investigate— why the
University is getting no fu rther, 

an un- 7 a M
ilts of Fletchers' new move is a cut-price 

servtoffer to do a reduced-size reclam ation 
spiritcheaper than Government engineers 

.s it?)think it can be done. Tw enty-five  per 
versitycent cheaper, according to one estimate, 
"arlaw . ,
us fail Neatly dovetailing in these not-so-well- 
nessetfbeP* secret moves dppear to be those 
lCj. long-standing sympathies between the  
£ < • Chancellor and the Prime M in is ter— and 
3d fojbetween *be Prime M in is te r and 
m Fletchers', who grew to  power under the
™ o l d  Labour regime.Senior

Suggestions or suspicions of m alprac- 
beinjtice are out o f the question. But there 

nesdayare questions, nevertheless, which call 
mt in-for an answer.

noticffD Q|Cj Chancellor Cocker and Pro- 
chancellor Robb know of Fletchers' 

* iert bid before they last went to W el- 
Tour‘ lington?

ontact(2) If so, did they act properly in con- 
)70 or cealing the knowledge from  the rest

of the University Council— including 
members known to be opposed to  
further pressing o f the Hobson Bay 
proposals?

In a recent article, Alan Barcan, a> Newcastle University 
College lecturer, claims,, that the student outlook is becoming 
more narrow and of less depth than it was in the booming 
years after the last war. Such a view appears to be accurate. 
An outside observer sees changes in student outlook accord
ing to the impact they make on the life of the community at 
large, and also, should he choose to concern himself more 
particularly, in the literary products of the University.

He forms a view which may be far more comprehensive in time 
than that of a current undergraduate; and he may have a sound 
idea of the causality of such changes. This cause, which the thinking 
insider will tend to see with more urgency, if less clearly, is the 
current dry rot of the University, whether considered as an institu
tion for the adequate education of its members or as a body influen
tial in the formation of public opinion and taste.

Barcan-quite rightly, I feel — implicates 
the secondary education system in the 
degeneration of average educational 
standards. This system has a major in
fluence in conditioning students to a 
career-tailored, examination-biassed atti
tude to their education. It follows mass- 
production methods too faithfully . . . 
Those authorities who demand more 
attention in the University to edu
cation in the humanities are conscious 
of the gap that has been left by the so- 
called superfluous subjects from the 
secondary curriculum. The tendency 
today is towards an empirical, limited, 
uncritical education in which the ability 
to reproduce facts and opinions is at a 
far higher premium than truely mature 
critical thought. The result of this orien
tation, and of associated parental pres
sure, is that we have a system of peda
gogic cramming which just pushes more 
and more pupils each year through the 
Leaving Certificate examination to Mat
riculation status.

profited from, an extended course in 
critical thinking, so gaining discernment 
and a faculty of selection, with a capacity 
for creation in proportion to individual 
talent. Newman has strong ideas on the 
value of the English, Oxford-type Uni
versity as fostering this type of forma
tion by the strength of its community life. 
In this our “red-bricks”, (Sydney Uni
versity) which are in this time and place 
becoming increasingly petit bourgeois, 
cannot compare.

There is here, as many people have 
noted, no community life between staff 
and students. There is a fair commun
ity of staff members united by specialist

This a rtic le  is an abridged edi
to ria l from  'Herm es', the magazine 
of the University o f Sydney.
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[3) Have they ac(ed properly, since, in 
deciding not to  call a special m eet
ing, while keeping the whole a ffa ir  
a secret among a few?

(4) ls everything righ t w ith  sa scheme 
which calls fo r sealed-lips diplom acy 
in collusion w ith  a big business 
organisation? —  Can it perhaps not 
stand on its merits?

5) Whose interests come firs t— the U n i
versity's or Fletchers'?

6) Hasn't the University done about 
enough to help Fletchers lobby this 
contract through Cabinet?— and isn 't 
that what the whole Hobson Bay 
scheme amounts to?

Most of the students have been condi
tioned, by this process and previously at 
home, to consider exams as meal tickets, 
rather than as a certificate of basic 
education. If the University wishes to 
ensure that its matriculants have more 
than such a working qualification it will 
be forced to separate the preparation for 
the matriculation from the standard L.C. 
process, and to institute a special course 
covering the one or two years following 
the L.C. examinations.

This an attractive but fiendishly diffi
cult proposal. In actual fact, the univer
sities have been forced to tackle at a 
tertiary level the problem of the student 
who has matriculated without an educa
tion, has been channelled into a technical 
speciality, and who — being infected, as 
are ipost, with the modern sin of prag
matism — will do nothing to widen his 
intellectual horizons. The most frequent 
remedial proposals envisage supplemen
tary courses, compulsory or voluntary^ 
in the humanities. . . My own feeling iŝ  
that whatever is tried will, in the present 
climate of the University, have no more 
than a formal success. This may appear 
pessimistic, and others will not agree that 
the ideas I propose in the rest of this 
article warrant such a conclusion. I 
think that it will be justified by events.

Many people would, I think, agree with 
Newman that the ideal product of a 
University should have undergone, and

Downwards or Onwards?

interests; but students with no contin
gent interests might as well be on dif
ferent planets. .Unfortunately common in
terests are rarely widespread —  there
fore, no student community . . .

The opportunities for critical and 
creative development are still present. 
But most students prefer to  pick up a 
synthetic veneer of culture requiring the 
minimum of mental effort. T hey  listen to 
the classical music, read the fashionable 
intellectual books know what they like 
in art. They become the type o f the “cul
ture-snob”.

Perhaps this is better, if by a little, 
than the other attitude to culture which 
is at times obvious — the couldn’t-care- 
less that is the extreme product o f our 
educational system . . .

In the post-war years in Sydney there 
was a sudden concentration! at the Uni
versity of a particular type —  those who 
wanted to go out and educaite themselves. 
They were ready to challemge anything, 
criticise everything, venture w ithout hesi
tation into new paths of airt and' litera

ture. Now arrives the flood of the im
mature, the children who have hardly 
grown up to the stage of having prob
lems ; and the avant-garde now far smal
ler, is swamped by their onslaught. 
Children are not interested in politics, 
nor in the refinements of philosophy, nor 
are they capable of discrimination in art 
and literature; and their education has 
not really equipped them to deal with 
these matters. A few reach this stage of 
developmnt in their university years, but 
most will either (remembering Polonius) 
just work earnestly, or (ignoring) play 
uproariously; or fall between the two. 
Even those who have some intimations 
of something better have not been fitted 
by their training for the sustained mental 
effort required.

So, as the University expands im
mensely, and as it is thrown open to so 
many more people by the increase in 
available financial assistance this rot sets 
in. Perhaps the old, exclusive University 
was a better idea. At least it provided a 
healthier intellectual environment. Uni
versity education like education at all 
levels, always has the lowest common 
denominator aspect, and that is the es
sential University disease — or one of 
them — at present.

Whither Thinkers?
This appears to be a partial explana

tion of that degeneration of University 
thought which Barcan detects in the dis
appearance of radicalism and controversy. 
Nobody is interested in thinking>-r. . 
The massive indifference of the under
graduates to political questions; the 
divorce of real politics from student rep
resentative bodies, which are at the same 
time markedly short of outstanding per
sonalities — these run side by side with 
the increasing preponderance of the 
younger generation . . .

This argument leads to another state
ment : that the University at the student 
level is not making any useful impression 
on' the community in which it is placed. 
The University may see outstanding men 
and even outstanding ideas emerge from 
itself; but it is doing nothing to pro
duce them. (This is not, however, meant 
to impugn the technical standard of any 
Faculty — for by outstanding I mean 
much more than “technically accom
plished.”

Going beyond, and examining the 
status of the whole University in our 
community, we find it in very low stand
ing . . . Any Professor today is a re
spected authority in his own specialty 
and little more. The work, writings and 
opinions of academic figures are largely 
ignored, while public opinion is being 
shaped by journalists and politicians and 
public taste by newspapers and maga
zines. This situation is correlated with 
the growth of specialisation, which is 
necessarily meant that professors can be 
men of quite indifferent general accom
plishment.

In all, the University offers less guid
ance to the community where there ap
pears to b e . less demand for such guid
ance. Here the Press must be implicated.
It is difficult to assess whether the Press 
attitude to the University has followed or 
created public indifference. I favour the 
latter. Since the war the pattern of jour
nalism in Sydney and throughout Aus
tralia has become more and more slanted 
to the idea that news alone matters, and 
that news is anything unusual, preferably 
sensational. As this policy has affected 
University reporting, it has eliminated 
the extensive coverage once enjoyed by 
academic and student affairs . . .
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The Angry Young Men Around the 
Campus

The guest speaker at the Capping

On Friday next the annual Gradua 
tion Ceremony w ill take place in the 
T ow n H all. As its guest of honour 
the University is fortunate enough to 
have the H on. F. Russell, United 
States Ambassador to N ew  Zealand 
who has consented to deliver the 
Graduation Address. As usual there 
w ill also be present many leading 
figures in the public life of Auckland 
as well as the relatives and friends ol 
those receiving their degrees. T his is 
in fact, an occasion when it is the dut; 
of the University to appear at its best 
T he whole city recognises- Capping 
Week as a time of student celebration 
Both Thursday’s procession and the 
Capping Revue have long becontt 
established institutions for letting oil 
the year’s steam. T he Graduation 
Ceremony itself, however, is a differ 
ent matter. It is a serious event foi 
those receiving their degrees. Durinj 
recent years this has been more ant 
more forgotten by a minority of stud 
tuts, who have come to regard attend 
ance at Capping as merely an excust 
for a display of bad manners. A s ; 
result, the Council has decided tt 
close the top gallery of the T ow n Hal 
din ing  the ceremony. Alternative seat 
ing is being arranged elsewhere, for

CHRP.
(a) Princes St., and we w ill spend  

£X oo,ooo at Ardmore w ithin N  years.
^ H E  following is a reprint from the (b) Hobson Bay, & the engineering  

Engineer’s magazine Enginuity, block w ill start being designed to- 
Thursday, ist May, and throws new morrow.
light on several very old themes: O n n te - “ A* fa r  I ’m m n cp m p H  iUC s uc5L. UJC

Are we angry young men? W e hard- the engineering school I attend w ill F ran d ^ H .^ u sseU ^  AdL LL.B^ (Har- 
ly think so. W ell are we apathetic? be this one.’’ It is not this attitude yard), American Ambassador to New which tickets may be obtained froit 
No, not if it is a matter of some excite- that ]s the spirit of progress. W e of the Zealand. Students who suffer from long the University Office, 
ment, some fun at T.C. s expense o r  a engineering profession are those who ear-bashing speeches, will be pleased W e appeal to all of you this year t(

make progress a tangible thing. W e that from such a person an interesting 
cannot allow such a spirit to pervade address should be heard, 
our way of life. W ill we then, take the 
same attitude in the not far distant
future when the questions of profes- At the meeting of the Executive on 
sional status and pay, are raised? Monday, 21st April, the position of Re-

Sir.
Whe 

stake ; 
the atl 
for his 
merely 
might 
this be

party, then the engineers are first on 
the spot. But about the outside world? 
About things that really matter?

Living at Ardmore, the other world 
of overseas newrs, of politics, of local 
government, seems somewhat remote. 
It is not often that the mealtim e dis
cussion ranges outside our narrow 
little sphere here at Ardmore. Could 
we, purely as an excercise in planning, 
consider the future of our school?

i. If Princes St. is to remain the site, 
the engineering school w ill never be 
an integral part of the university. It 
w ill be at Ardmore for all the for see- 
able future: say 20 years. In this case 
we must press strongly for adequate 
facilities to be developed here within

Hence we return to the original ? raing 0 f ,ficer fo,r the forthcoming elec- 
, , . b tions was discussed, and from three nom-

thought -  Are there any angry young inations the Executive chose Mr John 
men here.- How many even read Hawthorn. John graduated B.Sc. last 
through to the end ol an uninterest- year, and is following on with an 
ing page such as this? Honours course in Chemistry this year.

He has been for the last few years the 
Returning Officer at O’Rorke, and we 

. just hope that his ability to count up to
BOUQUET 10 is as good as his ability at Chemistry.

extend to our guests the courtes 
of good hosts and to help makt 
graduation an occasion of dignity, and 
pleasurable to all who are present.

W. H. COCKER 
Chancellor.

K. J. MAIDMENT 
Vice-Chancellor. * 

P. J. GORDO* 
President, S tudents’■ Association.
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FURTHER LETTERS
g ( ) ,  now the big mom ent has come

..... ........ __ _____  _______  ______ at last> and after those years ol swot a  pleasing bit of news around the
•> or  ̂ years. A reasonable transport ail<f study you are at last to have your place is that Mr-Arthur Young has been PAINTING THE TOWER 
system, proper hostel accommodation e£forts officially recognised. Congrat- elected by N.Z.U.S A to represent them 
■ A____ 1 J' A_______ ______ illations are no doubt nmirimr in from at the International Student Conference

Mr 1
the cha 
is the 
not the 
it to tl 
un belie!
ing? T

Sir,
higher lecture rooms, and an improved 'adT “our! ‘ t o A h ê  R i°  de Janeiro in 1958. Arthur gradu-

stream. An extra word, however, to ?lecf Ll.B. last year, and is doing tjie effect that tbe cost 0f repairing th, 
..___  - — .. . • i • • Honours in Law this year. He has been -------

Last week you published a news itenndining service are some ol the things ^  J 77 ated Ll.B. last year, and is doing
that w ill be needed.. stream. An extra tvord, however, to Honours jn Law this year He has been , , . .

the ^ ose ot, y°u ,who’ besides gam ing a uominated for President of A.U.S.A for ^2. Hobson Bay is in our opinion m e . h ' heloed th°  U ni" r. “ “ I(f  rre« ua«  fUI would be about £30 or £40.
best nossible solution assuming that tlcbree> na \e  neipea run m e u n n e r  the commg- term. Mr Peter Boag, M.A., . . .  , T , .
. f3 . . . ® sity as well. You have probably taken a past President of our Assoc has also Although 1 had no partthe engineering school could get a , 7 . L .,. . . f  f  , i  /  t T 7  rt c r  I j, . , h. ■ j   ̂ °  , longer to become qualified than is been elected by N.Z.U.S.A. to attendhigh priority and transfer within 4 to j ____  l . A l . , . . . j  c-c\ \ t t a a .. ____L ____ _ u^ a

bring
believe
judged.
atheists
Christia

„ , , . . LW laid down in the handbook, and often CONDA a conference to be held in the
5 years. Unfortunately tins site seems d Kemed f ir  aw Usually Philippines next year.
out of favour at the moment. -  . , A ’ ,. :no-one appreciated, or even realised,

3- Other proposals can lie divided t j le t jme y()U p Ut jn to being Secretary
into the two categories: of this and Chairman of that, and it Grad. Ball this year promises to be a

(a) Integral university, & certainly never seemed a very good wow of an affair. — And not only wow choose this laborious method. In fact,
(b) Insular university schemes. excuse when exam, results appeared, from the point of view of the beauty of examination of the cost of alternatii

in this laui 
able attempt at decoration, I am concert 
ed that the people who will have to p 
for its removal shoulcf not do so withol 
further enquiry into the price.

Granted that to replaster the spit 
would probably cost a great deal, I fi 
to see why it was thought necessary1

(a) are basically the same as Hob- Now, however, that the final unit has the women who will be present. If heads methods, it is clear that the Mainteim 
son Bay, that is the engineering school been captured, you may sit back with sPin on Friday night as well as the ar- Department have, for reasons which
would have the same as Hobson Bay, 
w ould have to abandon Ardmore and 
move to the new site as soon as pos
sible.

(b) in which the engineering school 
alone moves to a new site, offer only 
circumstantial advantages such as loca-

gh of relief. For you not only have [angements have spun no one will go 
, ” j . ’ home feeling as though they need fortv

th% satisfaction of wearing a gown winks_ Inst(fad _  forty cHnks.
with a coloured hood, but also the 
satisfaction of knowing that you have 
taken the opportunity of participating 
fully in all that University life lias to 
offer you. To have learnt to do this KIW I___

! . , : > n . “ n A , h e A T ? A d ‘ n f - t n . a t , r ; , l l k l  « « f * ! ? ™ * e . i r a L :.r'a,,u.tha,” \ c m <*» ^ 1 « ^  1 ^ , » rbe erected T his last is really only a sing of units; certainly to have dealt S ^ m i c  nature is Required for
way of pulling wool over politicians' with the wide variety of personalities 
eyes. It w ould be cheaper to build at that collect around the various insli- 
Ardmore. unions of the University is a better

As something has to be decided, and lesson in patience than anything 
in the near future, it should be our learnt in lectures. T hus to you, very 
policy that whatever decision is made best wishes and hearty congratulations, 
about the site of the University of

me seem highly suspect, deliberate 
chosen the most expensive way to I 
about the job.

Briefly, here are the estimates of co> 
for two other methods of restoring tf 
tower to its original appearance:

Any 
truth o 
self to 
show h 
himself, 
those \ 
educatic 
though 
not kno 
the mil 
vital Cl 
of Calv 
to be tl 
neither 
whereve 
we do : 
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Sir.

(a) by painting the spire to match t| 
J gallon paint would coj

KIW I 1958. For details consult 
the editors, via Literary Society 
letter-box or M.H.C.

A. J. Gurr, M. E. A. Richards.
Editors.

Auckland, part of it is about the en
gineering faculty. A proper plan to 
cope with the inevitable increase in 
numbers should be evolved. T he  
ridiculous situation in which we are 
now placed is that in ten months 
time, accommodation for an addition
al 50 students will be required—noth
ing has been done.

Basically what we want is a decision 
either:

Nominations are being called fo r the positions of President, M an Vice-Presi
dent, W oman Vice-President and Treasurer. These close at the Association O ffice  
on Saturday, 10th M ay, a t 12 noon.

Nominations are also being called fo r the positions o f Business M anager, 
Capping Controller, Sports Club Representatives (2), Societies Representatives (2), 
Student Liaison O fficer, Chairm an M en's House Com mittee, Chairm an W omen's 
House Committee, Social Controller.

These close w ith  M rs. Chisholm on 6 th  June from  whom the necessary form  
may be obtained.

JOHN H AW TH O R N ,
Returning O fficer.

stonework 
no more than £1 — labour of 2 men tr 
2 hours would cost no more than £2.

Total cost £3.
(b) by cleaning the paint off with* 

proprietary paint remover.
(One brand known to me will easi 

remove three-coat oil paint, wlierea 
this case surely only one coat could ha 
been applied).

—one bottle of paint remover v 
vinegar neutraliser would cost no n» 
than £1 — labour as in (a ), £2.

Total cost £3.
Allowing for unforeseen difficulties, tt • 

breaks, danger money, etc. etc., the ton 
cost by either method could not exet [ 
£5.

In view of this, it would interest 
greatly to see some account that coi 
possibly justify the figure of £30.

ROGER H

Altho 
truth fo 
My ans 
Truth?” 
Hunt’s, 
can be 
ways. I) 
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is that l 
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the best
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR a Hindu, a theist, a Mohammedan, or a 
Buddhist. To these religions which are 
centuries old and are professed by many 
millions, Mr Hunt does not even pay the 
compliment of acknowledging their exis
tence as alternative beliefs.

His article in fact closes very sadly 
anti if there was a law against writing 
under the influence of one’s own verbos
ity, Mr Hunt would be in very serious 
trouble by now. Empty rhetoric of this 
kind is. the prerogative of the street 
Bible-banger and God-botherer, and is 
out of keeping with the remarks of a 
true Christian.—W. CURNOW.

CHRISTIAN OR NON-CHRISTIAN?

Sir.
When the seriousness of the issues at 

ers. As t stake are considered, one would expect 
the atheist to produce a strong reason 
for his bold faith. The atheist has not 
merely to explain how belief in God 
might have arisen. He must show that 
this belief is wrong.

Mr Broughton has found comfort for 
his faith in a materialistic view of nature, 
Equally have Christian men of science, 
from Newton down, seen in the presence 
of law and order in nature a proof of the 
unchangeableness of God. In this connec
tion it is not hard to understand that the 
whim of gods and goddesses of ancient 
times gave little hope of the world they 
ruled being one of law and order, and 
hence a fit subject for scientific investi
gation. I am more surprised at the yokels 
of modern times who, having removed 
God from their thinking, introduce idols 
through the back door in the form of 
Progress, or Science, or Human Reason, 
or the Spirit of Enquiry and so on.

Mr Broughton has in effect laid it to- 
the charge of Christians that their belief 
is the result of wishful thinking. May 
not the Christian with more cause lay 
it to the charge of the atheist that his 
unbelief is the product of wishful think
ing? The atheist has no God who may

YOKELS?
Sir, -  "

Is A.G.M., the author of the recent 
tirade against “Yokels” as big a fool 
as he appears? Many students within the 
University may agree with the senti
ments which he has expressed, and may 
feel strongly against the stultifying 
mediocrity of much of our New Zealand 
society, but who will pause long enough

________________________________  - to wade through phrase after lengthy
phrase of the turgid rhetoric of one in
toxicated with the exuberance of his own 

thing is that he should think about his verbosity in order to see the point of his 
beliefs, and examine his own heart with article, 
the utmost honesty.
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A.G.M. has seriously impeded the 
cause which he desires to further by 
making his article so stylistically ludic
rous. He seems childishly unaware of one 
of the first principles of journalism, 
namely, that an intelligent audience will 

, , n , . • . expect such an article to be aimed at ap-
hands.God, to me . . .  B a n  inner exper- proximately their, own mental level.

a Either A.G.M. is deliberately insulting 
the readers of this University by taking 
a condescending attitude to which it

I have sometimes wished that I could 
give myself over to a religion with all 
my heart — it must be a great comfort 
to trust in God as a father. But . . .  I 
cannot believe in the existence of a God 
outside myself who holds my fate in his

SENSE AND SENSIBILITY

Sir,
It would seem that your alluring 

invitation to all and sundry to share with 
you the delights of ‘going into print’ has 
had the unfortunate effect of attracting 
contributors who would have done them
selves -and Craccum a service by staying- 
out of print.

In a frenzied effort to show us that 
they, at any rate, are not “apathetic” 
correspondents have subjected Craccum 
readers to a welter of incompetent and 
uniformed writing most of which is mere 
intellectual exhibitionism and seems to be 
based on the assumption that writing of 
any sort is better than writing nothing at 
all. I for one. maintain that it is more 
important to think than to write, though 
it should not be impossible to do both.

Many of your correspondents seem to 
regard the whole business of letter
writing as nothing more than an oppor
tunity to be facetiously nasty to one an
other. I feel sure that if Mr Hunt had 
thought for one moment about his rather 
silly “Apologia” to Mr Hamer he would 
never have submitted it for print.

Some of your writers of articles would 
do well to exercise a little restraint, too. 
Last Craccum's front page effort “On 
Yokels” was a little too extravagent to 
warrant serious attention.

While I am throwing brickbats around 
so freely, allow me to fling one half
heartedly in j'our direction for the some
what lax prose which at times obscured 
the point of your well-intentioned editor
ial “Without Uniform” ; a bouquet, how
ever for the articles for and against 
Christianity, which, if continued and 
elaborated in future issues, could become

bring him to judgment, and does not 
believe in an after-life when he will be 

lews itemi judged. Is it then surprising that many 
pairing tt atheists are pursued by the fear that 
r recent!; Christianity might after all be true?

Any man may discover for himself the 
this laii truth of Christianity by submitting turn- 

in eoneen self to Christ. The non-Christian cannot 
lave to p; show him wrong by refusing to submit 
so with»: himself. Nor is there «a special way for 

those with more intelligence or more 
the soil education than other people; humiliating- 

deal. If; though this may be to some. But I do themselves.—KATHRYN SMITS. 
iecessarv! not know of anything that will stimulate Abridged; Ed.
In fact i the mind and broaden horizons like a 
alternate v’ta' Christian experience. In the words 

daintenaiif °f Calvin, “if we hold the Spirit of God 
s which to be the only source of Truth, we will

tence which I cannot translate into 
form outside myself . . .

Christianity, to me, is certainly a way
to the truth, but it is one of many ways , , , ., , , **■ ——
and no better than other religions and seems doubtful that he, with Ills touted |llterestin* .-M . P. JACKSON.

, • T • . - ■. b experience of intercourse with the so-concept.ons. I want to make it very clear » Uniyersit inteiligentsia> is entit.
that I do not conceive my own way of , , , h \ h 6 ,, ; ’ rant n f __________ ____________
thinking as superior to others. For most , ’ f , . , , •  ̂ y » c, • 1 •. r-, • .• •. • the fact that rhetoric as a means of per-jieople in our commumty C test.an. y is ; is toda deadj Md suitable for 
the answer — tor me and many others , ,. •; . ’ ,
,t ,s not. I should be false to myself if I mausolmms as Houses o{ ParIianient 
accepted it for comfort s sake. , ,, . ..

Mr Hunt says that, if you are not a and the da,,y Press'
Christian, you need enormous faith. A.G.M. s stylistic mannerisms are sadly 
This is true, but it is a different kind of prejudicial to his argument. Surely, in 
faith than he suggests. We stand more spite of the possible validity of some of 
alone than those who have a dogmatic his statements, the adoption of such a that there would be civil war in Cyprus 
religion to fall back on ; there are many style in his article is an action that can if the British moved out. When the
problems we must solve by ourselves, only be labelled immature and irrational. British were driven out of America as a
This is not always easy. But why does —W. S. BRO UG H TO N .
Mr Hunt suppose that a non-Christian 
passes such a sweeping judgment on Sir,
Jesus? I am far from thinking that Jesus With regard to an article in the last 
was insane or evil — I think that he was issue of “Craccum”, entitled “On 
one of the bravest, noblest men who ever Yokels”, by one A.G.M.: 
lived, a man who is an example to all Had A.G.M. himself been moved by 
the world. Further Mr Hunt goes too far the words* of H.L. Mencken to further 
when he implies that “all the best men the liberation of the human mind, he 
of all the ages” were Christian . . . would have achieved a far greater

SANS EVERYTHING

Sir,
J. L. Hunt’s letter illustrates some 

common misconceptions current in N.Z. 
and, (surprisingly), at A.U. He suggests

result of the American Revolution, did 
the United Empire Loyalists (known as 
‘Tories'), who wrere then numerous, 
cause a civil war? No, they were obliged 
to flee to Canada.

Similarly, the Turkish Cypriots are 
too few in number to wage war effec
tively against the Greek Cypriots. More
over, it is highly probable that ‘Union 
With Greece’ would follow Cyprus’

Men, the world over, are very different measure of success by simply roistering break with Britain; which means that 
from each other and each thinks in his down the highways of life and jeering at 
own subjective way. The only way we can bjs own particular God, who may be im- 
jive together is by being tolerant, espec- potent or merely merciful, depending on 
tally in religious matters. We have no one’s viewpoint, without pausing to throw 
right to condemn, look down upon, or his dead cat of an article before us. 
pity people whose ideas differ from ours, The only fact which becomes apparent 
providing that those_ people^ are true to after a tenth reading through the in

choate irrelevancies of his alm ost alcohol- 
ically eloquent composition is not suf
ficiently revolutionary or appealing to 
justify either the bombast or the blas
phemy employed in its amplification, and 
is simply that we are all fools. All that 
is, we are to assume, except those who,

Sir,
Mr Hunt is a Christian because he 

deliberate! neither reject, nor despise this truth believes that there is no acceptable alter- 
way to , wherever it may reveal itself, provided native Christianity is then, for him, the A .G.M .rhavV"seenThTTigiiraW ^e

we do not wish to offend the Spirit of best ot a bad lot. However I do not for now aWe to iook down upon the rabble
a moment question his right to make the with contenipt from the lofty pinnacle of
w rong choice yet I do criticise^  ̂ the tbejr own grossly egotistical intellectual

superiority, who have divorced them
selves only too willingly from the dif-

God.”—J. H. M AINDONALD.tes ot co<- J
istoring t sir,
ice • Although Christianity is not the entire
) match t! truth for me, it is at least a facet of it.
W1

f 2 men t( 
than £2.

fatuous manner in which he dismisses 
possible alternatives to Christianity.

the Greek Government would have the 
power to evacuate the Turkish Cypriots 
from Cyprus to Turkey. There is a pre
cedent for this in the forced evacuation 
of all Greeks from Turkey (including 
the populous city of Smyrna) during 
the Ataturk Rebellion.

Mr Hunt quotes internal crime 
( “ ‘gangs’ during the Prohibition Era”) 
and MacCarthy hysteria as evidence of 
American immaturity. Does he forget 
Britain’s internal crime in recent years, 
headed by the notorious Billy Hill? And 
does he forget the Anti-German hysteria 
during World War I when the German 
Royal Family of Britain felt obliged to 
change its name to Windsor?

Granted that the British are more 
mature than the Americans; indeed they

. , .. “w hat ic We may a§ree WI'th Mr Hunt that faculties of conforming to the rigorous are over-mature. Britain exemplifies the
' My answer to me_ question vv s agnostjc;sm cannot provide a suitable demands of the moral and social laws, senility that overtakes an old nation, 

ru is a v r. , alternative to Christianity but this flash and who, from their position o f advanced Where else could a sensation be made
in m3n v  d if ferent  >')sjght is but a lull before a storm of enlightenment, are capable of offering to over such trivial incidents as the gift of 

- inanities. "If you are not a Christian, us from their bounty only disparagement, a bear by Russia to the U.K. ?

very
Hunt’s. Truth to me 
can be approached

off with I ways. It is like the summit of a moun
tain which none of us climbs in exactly 
the same way as his neighbour. Truth 
is that noble idea in which a man believes 
with all his heart and to which he gives 
the best of himself . . . The important

will eas: 
whereai 
could hai

nover w 
■St no mo| 
£ 2.

COPY FOR NEXT ISSUE

you need enormous faith” claims our cor- insult, and derogatory criticism, 
respondent. Are we to take this to mean We find nothing constructive, no 
that because one needs enormous faith remedy for our alleged ills. W e  are left 
not to be a Christian, a Christian needs j-0 hide our eyes from the light of these
less faith and therefore his religion is orbitless comets as they w hirl through
a better one? Unfortunately this seems to the spacious vacuum of their own libera- 
be the indication. Mr Hunt, while you tion, and to bemoan the harshness of a 
may not have been put together by fate that denied to us the beauties of the
chance, 1 am loath to believe that you vojd and left us with both our feet on

The Cyprus incidents merely indicate 
once more the gap that exists between 
British declarations and British actions. 
Mr Hunt has clearly paid too much at
tention to the former and neglected the 
latter. Can he cite one instance in which 
the British were eager to grant independ
ence to anyone? Britain loves Liberty, 
so the British say: so much indeed, ifCopy for the next issue of are a mere conglomeration of molecules the earth, where reality ii5 our constant *£emse that they'cannot bear to share it. 

n r* _____ ___ n  .. .:ll ____  __  Furthermore I do have faith that God romnanion : left. rnnreiv;nh1v to hvrrm t __ _̂_ t t i_r.faculties. "Craccum" w ill close on 
J , TUESDAY, 27th M AY, 

at 7 p.m. Please place con
tributions in "C raccum " 
box on Men's Reading Room

)GER Hi d o o r .

interest 
; that o 
i £30.

companion; left, conceivably, to hymn 
exists ; I do not believe the Bible to have paeons of praise to these beings, these 
been assembled fortuitously nor that demigods who, though seeiing all, are yet 
Jesus Christ was evil or insane nor that rash enough to show thaat they under- 
the “best” men of all ages were rogues, stand nothing.
Yet I am not a Christian. I will sjng no praises. I condemn as

Obviously I profess a religion not ad- anti-social, irreligious, umprincipled, im- 
mitted as an alternative to Christianity, mature and distasteful the attitude of the 
I may believe in a life-force, I may be entire article.—KEN O. A R V ID SO N .

I am touched by J. L. Hunt’s faith in 
Britain, but I regret that I, for one, can
not share it.—C.J.O.

"C raccum '' is p u b lish ed  by  the  A uck land  Uni
versity  S tuden ts ' A ssociation, P rinces St., 
A uck land , C .l, a n d  p rin ted  b y  the  Acme 
P rin ting  Co., 126 V incent St., A uck land , C .l.
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Students —
WE THANK YOU

Since enrolment day and before we have been 
supplying your requirements of books, stationery 
and other requisites. Your custom has been 
appreciated. During this very busy period you 
may not have obtained some books or material 
required. Do not fa il to let us know. Further 
stocks of books in short supply w ill be available 
very soon.

WHITCOMBE & TOMBS LTD.
QUEEN and HIGH STREETS AUCKLAND

THE INTELLIGENTSIA
\

of Auckland University are regular depositors

A R E  Y O U  ?
of the AUCKLAND SAVINGS BANK.

A.M.C. EATlsr GDRADNEJ0Y M E A T S
MONARCH

BACON, HAM and SMALL GOODS 

Q U A L I T Y  P R O D U C T S  

OF

THE AUCKLAND MEAT CO. LTD.

U N I V E R S I T Y  B L A Z E R S
COLLEGE

REP
BLUES

MADE TO MEASURE or READY-TO-WEAR 

ALSO FOR ALL YOUR MERCERY & SUITS

THE HOUSE OF FLACKSON LTD.
KARANGAHAPE RD. Appointed by Stud. Assn.

P A U L ' S
of Shortland St.

for BOOKS 

for STUDY 

and PLEASURE

We have good stocks 

o f books for Teachers

PAUL'S BOOK ARCADE

28 Shortland St. 
Phone 43-515.

FOR THE BEST 
IN BOOKS

★
THE MINERVA  

BOOK SHOP
FOR

Study and
Recreation

We Specialise in Books for 
the intelligent reader.

49 Customs Street East, 
5 Beach Road, 

Auckland.

Alternal 
reading 
such pu



Regular or King-Size!

Report 
by the 
Senate 

on
N.Z.U.

Alternotive Cover (for those who are 
reading this issue on the bus, or other 
such public places). Activities
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OUTSIDE THE CAMPUS ?
By Erica Cowan

>
In a few weeks7 time, a galaxy of new graduands will take 

part in Capping Ceremony. Their degrees conferred, most of 
the graduates regretfully sever their ties with A.U. Although 
there is a satisfying sense of achievement in the attainment 
of degree qualifications, there may well be toe, an intense feel
ing of sadness that "it  is all over.so suddenly".

True, a degree course is not without difficulties, and not many 
would wish for perpetual times of slogging swot. But the life has 
many compensations, and graduates realize that the University has 
something which life outside cannot really compensate for.
With the cessation of attendance at 

lectures, the graduate feels that he has 
grown apart from student activities, and 
that the old ‘hunting ground’ has. to be 
left to newcomers. He feels the need of 
a Society in University surroundings' 
where he can meet fellow graduates, a 
society in which his sense of “belonging 
to the University” can be given fresh 
impetus.

Opportunity for the realization of these 
needs is offered in membership of the 
Auckland University District Graduates 
Association (incorp.) Though young in 
years, the Association has already done 
much to strengthen the ties of graduates 
with their University.

Courts of Convation
Here, in brief, is its history. District 

Courts of Convocation (consisting auto
matically of all graduates) were provid
ed for in the various University Acts of 
past decades. They Tiad two functions
1. Elective — to elect graduates’ repre
sentatives on the College Councils and
2. Advisory — to be a body of mature 
graduate opinion to advise the student 
bodies and the College Councils. Unfor
tunately, the Statutes did not provide for 
any finance, and so the Courts of Con
vocation, except where the elective func
tion was concerned, have really existed in 
name only. Owing to lack of money, some 
of the Southern Courts (i.e. Wellington) 
ceased to function long ago. In Auckland, 
there had been, for a long time, spas
modic attempts to revive the Court. It 
would fade out, and then some enthusias
tic Graduates would endeavour to revive 
it. In 1950, the A.G.M. of the Court 
lapsed through lack of the necessary 
quorum of 10. ACa meeting held later on, 
there was still no quorum, but after a 
frantic search of the College rooms to find 
a few lecturers etc who were dragged into 
the meeting, sufficient numbers were 
present to pass a resolution to the effect 
that it would be desirable to inaugurate 
a Graduates’ Association to work in con
junction with the Court. The then Presi
dent of the Court, Mr J. C. Reid, and the 
Clerk of the Court, Mr F. M. Price, 
approached the College Council, which 
generously financed the despatch of 
notices of the annual meeting of the 
Court, and of notice of intention to con
sider at this meeting the formation of a 
Graduates’ Association. At this meeting, 
held in 1951, there was an encouraging 
attendance, and so the Association was 
duly launched with Mr C. Firth as presi

dent, Mr F. M. Price vice-president, and 
Mr A. Peters as secretary. The gradu
ates have cause to be grateful to the early 
office bearers for their work in inaugurat
ing the Association.

According to the Constitution, which 
was formulated and adopted in 1952, the 
Objects of the Association are as 
follow s:

sity affairs generally, as it may deem fit.
( f )  To acquire, hold and deal with any 

property either freehold or leasehold.
(g) To carry on any other activities 

of a similar or incidental nature.
Since its inception, the Graduates A s

sociation has not looked back, and has 
steadily grown in stature. Graduates ap
preciate membership not only for social 
and intellectual pleasure, but because it 
is a means of fostering sound relation
ships with the College and the Student 
Body. Membership now stands at 407. 
This is not an impressive figure when it 
is noted that there are approximately 
4,000 graduates from A.U. alone, but it is 
indicative of growth, for in 1952, mem
bership stood at only 50.

Membership covers a wide area — we 
send notices to such far-flung places as 
London and Tokyo. Those who cannot

Revue 1957: Life outside cannot really compensate.

(a) to further and implement the 
activities of the Auckland University 
District Court of Convocation.

(b) to further the interests of Univer
sity Graduates who may be or who have 
at any time been on the roll of the Court.

(c) to provide facilities for intellectual 
and social intercourse among University 
Graduates.

(d) to promote interest in University 
affairs and in particular the affairs of 
the Auckland University College and the 
University of New Zealand among gradu
ates and others.

(e) to- publish such books, magazines, 
newspapers and periodicals dealing with 
matters concerning graduates or Univer-

(Ccntinued from front page)

By this and other factors the Univer
sity has come to be, in the public eye, 
considered as a centre of research and 
technical education, rather than as a 
centre of thought and intellectual crea
tion . . . While the University really 
remains principally an institute of tech
nical education the situation will simply 
have to be accepted. But it should be 
clear in the minds of all those who 
respect the place that pure technical 
training has its rightful place in insti
tutes of technology, and should as far as 
possible be relegated to these. The Uni
versity must aim to turn out graduates 
with a deep critical understanding of 
their subjects and a basis of general 
training in intellectual discrimination. 
This it apparently cannot do with the 
material at present supplied to it and: 
with the methods at present in force, 
even supposing it were adequately equip
ped and housed. Its current problems, 
then, are those of establishing a high 
standard of general education, preferably 
in pre-matriculation courses; and of con
tinuing this general education in con
junction with an efficient tertiary spec

ialist training.
In solving these problems the habits of 

the time, the undesirable results of mass 
production education, mass “culture" and 
contempt of intellectualism must be faced 
and overcome. Here the Press — almost 
indispensable to a programme of general 
re-eciucation — will be indifferent.

There will be an outcry from all sides 
at any suggestion of increasing the ex
clusiveness of the University, of raising 
the standards and making more demands 
upon the students. This must also be 
overcome. A third line of resistance, the 
toughest of all, will be by those men 
who tell the universities that it is their, 
duty to train the scientists and technic
ians, and that this obligation must not be 
superseded by esoteric ideas. Here is a 
subtle falsehood. The University happens 
to have the facilities s|o r training scient
ists ; but should it abdicate its moral re
sponsibilities to perform technical func
tions which are but minor adjuncts to 
the general -devotion to knowledge, it 
would kill the spirit of the University 
leaving the shell only. As was the case 
when the Mongols ruled in China, the 
scholar and the thinker would find them
selves only one degree higher than the 
beggar in the street'. . .

attend meetings, keep in touch with As
sociation affairs through the Annual 
Newsletter.

It may be truly said that in the six 
years of its life, the Graduates’ Associa
tion has endeavoured to work actively 
for the well being of the College, the 
Staff, the Graduates and the Students, 
and has provided social functions of a 
happy nature each year. The Christmas 
Party is a very popular annual event. In 
1957, it was held at O’Rorke Hall, and 
attracted a large gathering. Other inter
esting functions have been Film evenings 
Panel Discussions, Musical and Poetry 
evenings, and an Art Gallery Conver
sazione. In September 1957, Mr Bill 
Hamilton arranged a Graduates’ party 
to Ruapehu, and eighteen members spent 
a most enjoyable skiing weekend there. 
In 1958, it is Jpoped to arrange a similar 
excursion for the weekend of July 25-27.

The Committee is working hard so 
that the Association may play as import
ant a part as possible in the life of the 
University. We are proud to have Sir 
Joseph Stanton as our President.

Other office bearers are: Vice Presi
dent: Mr M. Nairn; Treasurer: Mr A. 
Thomson; Secretary (and Clerk of 
Court): Mr B. Connell; Committee: 
Mrs L. Berman, Miss E. Cowan, Mr P. 
Butcher, Mr C. Firth, Mr W. Hamilton, 
Mr K. Piper.

If you are an old graduate, a new 
graduate, or have hopes of becoming a 
graduate some day, you have a vital 
interest in our affairs. Even if you do 
not as yet qualify for membership, 
please tell your friends about the Assoc
iation. There must be many who are 
unaware of its existence. The subscrip
tion fee is ten shillings per annum — 

’(five shillings for graduates of less than 
three years’ standing). All graduates 
(of any university) are eligible for mem
bership. Subscriptions may be paid either 
at the A.U.C. office, or at the office of 
the Treasurer, Mr Alan Thomson, 
National Bank Building, Shortland 
Street.

T o  all graduands,
It gives me great pleasure to have 

the opportunity of extending my sin 
cere congratulations and good wishes 
to. all those who are to receive their 
degrees at this year’s Capping Cere
mony. Since they first enrolled as 
students Auckland University College 
has become the University of Auck
land, and yet another step has been 
taken towards complete academic in
dependence. A t the same time the 
University has continued to grow in 
numbers. T his year the roll stands at 
almost 3,500, whereas only two yean 
ago it was 2,900.

Every student well knows the diffi
culties under which he or she has been 
obliged to work during the recent 
past; and successful as we have been 
in devising makeshifts to make life 
somewhat more tolerable, it is abund
antly clear that our troubles w ill re
main with us for some years yet. I 
would ask every new graduate to keep 
this in mind on leaving the Univer
sity, and to lose no opportunity of as
sisting us in our efforts to ensure that 
Auckland obtains in the end the; 
buildings and the amenities which it 
has so long deserved. A University I 
lives by its graduates and their affec-j 
tion for it, as much as by the students 
passing through it at any given time.
I trust, therefore, that those who -havel 
now ended their undergraduate days1 
will not sever their ties with us, but: 
will, keep us and our struggles in mind, 
wherever they may be.

K. J. MAIDMENT,
Vice-Chancellor |

As a graduand myself, I know with I 
what mixed feelings you are preparing! 
for the graduation ceremony. Perhaps! 
some of you are rather blase concern
ing the whole procedure, but I ami 
sure that the great majority are look
ing forward to it with pleasure.

It is a 'tim e when our friends and 
relatives join with us and a time also! 
when graduates and undergraduates 
find an excuse for celebrating in the 
time honoured fashion.

On behalf of the Students’ Associa
tion I would congratulate you all on 
your various achievements and wish 
you every success in the future.

PETER GORDON
President.

Students
Beards;

Corduroys
Nothing so heartily annoys 
The citizen, as corduroys.
A bearded student also vexes — 
Symbol of inequality of sexes. 
Abominable snowmen are 
Not typical phenomena:
Often these bearded abberations 
Fluctuate with term vacations.
Like those of sailors, so are these 
An occupational disease;
A s corduroys, so beards dense —
A matter of convenience.

Oscar Hammerklavier.

WINTER SPORTS GEAR
GOLF — HOCKEY — RUGBY — 
LEAGUE -  SOCCER -  BADMINTON 

BOXING — BASKETBALL

Call and inspect our range of 
Selected Equipment

Remember . . . We are Sports Goods 
Experts and render a complete 

Repair Service.

W A T T S  
SPORTS DEPOT LTD.

Est. 1923.
EXCHANGE LANE. 95 QUEEN ST., 

AUCKLAND. C.l.
P.O. Box 2330 ------ Phone 45-412
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Unde Bob’s Gradual Nooseleater 
to All Derision "II” Students

Dear Girls and Boys,
-Are you oil working herd like goad little curs and boils?

Rum-ombre, that’s the weigh to parse your Terms Testies and Fine- 
hole Examiners. If you walk hardly you should all ked degrease and 
kipper up the greyed wreck-oared of our Derision in Farcity work.

If could fortune debentuates you wool 
be luck your Pig Brothers and Systems 
when they gang up on Freddy to resieve 
their well-learned cups and goons. Hyam 
squirting you wooden like me to miss 
goofing them my Harveyest Congradula- 
tion on your beehive.

Don’t ferkit to come promptly to your 
intervals with me at Draining Cowl- 
edge. Eye do so enjoy mating all the 
girls and boys under my car at lust once 
a month. Everyoni has-been very good 
sofa, but if you don’t gum on time, 
Rome-ember: Qui sexcusc Sack-youse. 
If me no butts and butter me no tits, it’s 
all up, to you.

It’s troubly nong-U to mess your 
lechers, but if you do, tale me abort it, 
and aye promiscue I will do my bust to 
wreck amend love without Paye. After 
all, what does matrimoney? Thank of the 
harpyness witch comes ass, copped and 
gunned after visceveral yeahs in this Per
version, you inter the course at Caning 
Trollop in good hurt, you lurk ova the

divorcity of your foul-time bichelor and 
onwhores years, dithermenned to spend 
the rest of your tomb to the beast af- 
frontage. It is thews who work ardour 
and bedder, with deadtermination, and 
beehive like adulterous satyrzens, who 
get decrees in the end.

Yours fatherfully,
A. Robber (Bebop) Hearty, 
Senile Lurcher 
Diffusion You.

Editor’s N ea t: Ale the correctors in this 
Litter are compl81y Imogenuous, and 
have no rose-emblems to any livid beer- 
son.

ERRATA
"View  from Orbit 2 "  review: the last sen

tence of the fifth paragraph (dealing with 
evolution) should read:

In the end reproduction itself must have 
depended on the chance splitting of 'poten
tial life' (say, a simple protein molecule) under 
'right' conditions for it to rebuild and split 
again.

Apathy

EXEC. NOTES

OFFICIAL AND UNOFFICIAL

LITERARY SOCIETY and Kiwi editors 
held their second Manuscript Evening on 
April 23rd, at O'Rorke. Several Annoyed 
Young Men and Beautiful Young Women 
figured prominently in the proceedings, 
and Kiwi's midwives came forth with a 
Word from Your Sponsors. One hopes, 
however, that the end-product of their 
labours will come from a wider range of 
possible contributors than was present on 
this occasion.

DRINKING SONG

It may be remembered that at the last Winter General Meeting 
of the Association, a University Buildings Development Committee 
was set up to give the students’ point of view on the design and 
layout of future buildings for Auckland University.

The movers of the original motion felt 
that the views of students, particularly 
of those from the School of Architecture, 
would greatly contribute to the views of 
the University authorities and profession
al architects at present responsible for 
University expansion.

This Committee has been doing a good 
deal of work, behind the scenes, as it 
were, and has recently come to light with 
some conclusions which were presented 
to the Executive at its last meeting and 
which merit further publicity. One of the 
most interesting decisions was that the 
over-all layout and design of the new 
University Campus and buildings should 
he open to international competition, a 
view which the Executive endorsed. It 
was felt that the project should be 
worthy of an architect of the highest 
quality and the most satisfactory method 
of doing this would be to throw it open 
to competition, for the results so gained 
would outweigh any question of exped
iency.

Another decision of great significance 
is that the committee has asked certain

of its members to submit a report on the 
area south of the Auckland Hospital and 
bounded by Grafton, Park and Khyber 
Pass Roads as a potential site for the 
new University. This decision was reached 
after careful preliminary study of the area 
by various members of the committee who 
took into consideration such factors as 
the availability of transport, the City 
Council’s zoning plans, and the effect of 
the master transport scheme on the area. 
Preliminary surveys have revealed the 
site to be extremely good and it is 
thought that it is one which has not yet 
been considered by the authorities. The 
Executive authorised the Buildings De
velopment Committee to look into the 
matter further and made a small grant 
to cover expenses. To add finesse to the 
decisions made so far, the Architectural 
Society has been asked to prepare an 
exhibition on the subject of University 
design to be staged in the Hall either 
before the end of this term or at the 
beginning of the next.

N. M AIDMENT, 

Societies Rep.

A great deal of business was discussed 
at the marathon meeting of the ‘Execu
tive’ on Monday the 21st April — a 
meeting in which yours truly went to  
sleep and yawns seemed to be predomin
ant. The major part of the evening was 
taken up by the report of the delegates 
to N.Z.U.S.A. in which the general cry 
was ‘money, money, money’. The A.U.- 
S.A. levy to the N.Z.U.S.A. has been in
creased by 75% from £3.15.0d to £6.9.2d 
per 50 students. This remit was not sup
ported by the Auckland delegates at 
N.Z.U.S.A., but it was passed, and the 
question as to whether our ‘wealthy’ A s
sociation can afford it or not, has been 
put in the hands of the finance commit
tee. As Mr Maidment pointed out at the 
meeting, we should have to give to N.Z.
U.S.A. more than we give to our own 
Clubs and Societies. Tied up with this 
was the refusal of Auckland to support 
the N.Z.U.S.A. scheme for an H.Q. 
building costing some £3,000, to be built 
at V.U.W.

A very ‘intelligent’ debate then took 
place. It was agreed at National Exec, 
meeting to grant an extra S.E. Asian 
Scholarship, this year, and the question 
arose as to whether it should go to 
Indonesia or Malaya. The lively debate 
showed signs of some promising moh 
orators in our midst, but some not so 
promising mass hypnotists. Indonesia 
won.

After a lot of blah, many yawns, 
and solid hours, the meeting rose at 1.40 
a.m.

(Sing to Men of Harlech)
What’s the use of drinking tea, 
Indulging in sobriety.
Teetotal perversity  — •
I t ’s healthier to booze.
W hat’s the use of milk and water, 
These are drinks that never orter 
Be allowed in any quarter  —
Come on, lose your blues.
M ix yourself a shandy,
Drown your woes in brandy,
Sherry sweet or whisky neat,
O r any other liquor that is handy. 
There’s no blinking use in drinking  
Anything that doesn’t make you  

stinking.
Oh, the joy of slowly sinking 
Blotto to the floor 
Put an end to all frustration. 
Drinking may be your salvation,  
E nd it all in dissipation  —
Rotten to the core.
A berrations metaolic,
Ceilings that are hyperbolic,
These are for the alcoholic 
Lying on the floor.
Vodka for the arty,
Gin to make you hearty,
Lemonade tons only made for drink

ing when your aunty’s at the 
party.

Steer clear of homemade beer  
A nd anything that isn’t labelled 

clear,
Then you’ve nothing more to fear: 
Bottoms up, my boys.
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Filthy Lucre
£ 5 . 0 0 0  £ 5 . 0 0 0

Yes, at least £5000 income is possible- from Capping this year 
— but we are Committed to an expenditure of at least £2500. An 
interesting venture, perhaps.

As some students realise, a few people have, since August last 
year, been hard at work organising every phase of Capping activities. 
The organisation is now completed, and these people have to sit 
back and hope that student response will justify their" efforts, as they 
fondly expect it will.

Capping is, of course, primarily a social event. But it also 
provides a chance for students to help ease the rather difficult 
financial situation of their association — whose fees are the lowest 
in the country.

W EDNESDAY AND THURSDAY ARE THE CRITICAL _ 
DAYS.

The Ghost and Alan Coulam

What’s going on?
\

IT'S IN THE BOOK
The 1958 version of this hallowed pro

duction follows the usual tradition of 
presenting to the public a harvest of that 
scintillating, elevating, and demoralising 
humour which has endeared it to the 
people of Auckland, the Waikato, and the 
South Polar regions. We do think it the 
best for a number of years.

The book is entirely by students 
(about half a dozen) and contains a num
ber of new features — several colours 
of paper, a combined back and front 
cover design, wide typographical range, 
and a sustained quality in the material.

The book has been shown to a number 
of citizens — council members, capital
ists, communists, and the staff of a rival 
publication which shall be nameless. 
Their comments will be easily imaginable 
when you read the b o o k ._

It is a good book — all it needs is 
good salesmen.

We need a staff of 3500 — our total 
roll. There are 20,000 books to sell.

- Those students wishing to sell on com
mission for their clubs should have hand
ed their names in at Capping H.Q. by 
midday Tuesday. (Late entries might be 
received tonight). You should know 
when your transport leaves varsity, where 
you are going, and how long you are 
expected to stay. Transport back will be 
arranged as far as possible, but if you 
finish your supply of books early, you 
certainly won’t be expected to wait for 
it.

Something original in dress and sales 
patter (? ) will no doubt help — remem
ber the prizes.

SOCIAL

Grad Ball will be held at the Peter 
Pan Cabaret on Friday 10th (this Fri
day), up to 2 a.m. Tickets (3 5 /-'double) 
may be purchased from either the Stud
ent’s Association office or from Mr 
‘White in the Cafeteria. Social Committee 
members will sell tickets till 7 p.m. Tues
day and Wednesday. The box plan for 
cubicle bookings is at Stud. Assn, office.

All students graduating this year are 
entitled to buy their ball tickets at a 
concession price of i \ .  These must be 
obtained from the Stud. Assn, office. 
Students who wish to take LIQUOR  
into the Peter Pan must do so during the 
afternoon. It will be placed in the cubicle 
reserved for them.

Here is your 3d worth for this issue 
(if you paid, that is). This appears 
before you three days after the start of 
the widely touted and much publicised 
talking-type ( for the ten-and-sixpenrties ) ,- 
lip-reading-type (for the remainder), and 
braille-type (for the cast), “TRIPTO - 
M ANIA ” named revue.

If you haven’t booked yet don’t 
decipher further. It may be too late. To 
those who thought admission price in
cluded seat purchase, please bring them 
back, as some people have been forced 
to stand through the National Anthem.

We don’t think for one moment that 
this blurb will have any effect on seat 
sales as, after all, concessions have fin
ished. So . . .

To all those people making suggestions 
since the show opened, re script, produc
tion, and management, we have a sug
gestion. In future you will have every 
opportunity to use them as we are retir
ing on the proceeds. (Jingle, jingle).

Having complied with our suggestion 
we can only say to those who have come 
or are coming (you lucky things) that 
we feel sure you will agree it’s tough it 
only comes round once a year. (You 
must see ‘Hometown’).

In future don’t egg us on.

Hoo Hah.

Just a Thought
All that could be done in the way of 

formal publicity has been done, but the 
best publicity of all should now be under 
weigh. Word-of-mouth publicity is 
always acknowledged as the most effec
tive, so now every student in the associa
tion can help us. Tell your parents, your 
friends, tell everybody that it’s a mag
nificent show. Every person you per
suade means more moolah in the coffers, 
so go to it.

FINALLY

PROCESH

Booths for collection of books and 
handing in of money will be set up in 
Capping H.Q., Customs St. West, Vic
toria St. West and at the bottom of 
Greys Ave. They will be open from 7 
a.m. Wednesday and the Capping H.Q. 
one will also be open from 5 p.m. to 10 
p.m. Tuesday. Money need not be hand
ed in at the same booth as books are 
taken from, but MUST be accompanied 
by the sales docket you will receive 
when you get your books.

Vehicle float registrations have closed 
now, but for anyone who hasn’t arranged 
to be on (or under) one of them, foot 
float registrations are still open. Remem
ber that this year we can’t use collec
tion as a crutch as we have done in the 
past, so quality of ideas and construction 
is all-important. A panel of senior archi
tectural students is available to help on 
the latter.

Timetable:—
9.00 a.m. Trucks arrive.

10.00 a.m. Drivers’ morning tea.
11.15 a.m. Assemble in Princes St.
11.45 a.m. Drivers’ lunch.
12.15 p.m. Move off.
12.30 p.m. Start up Queen St
1.30 p.m. End of Procession.

All trucks should be off the road and 
unloading by 2 p.m. Please try to put 
all your rubbish in the correct places, as 
failure to do this deprives the organisers 
of the afternoons drinking they will 
badly need by this time.

Vehicle float prizes take their usual 
form, being 2 doz, 1 doz, and \  doz. Foot 
float prizes are 1 doz and i  doz. For 
those who don’t drink suitable substitute 
prizes will be arranged.

So be in, but remember — quality first.

FOOTNOTE
Finally, please make some reasonable 

attempt to act reasonably at the Gradua
tion Ceremony. It is an important day 
to those primarily concerned, and un
reasonable demonstrations are likely to 
mar the pleasure of at last attaining 
what our grads have worked a long time 
for.

Memeiors are 
Made of Ihis

365 days — a year — but the day 
hurray — our party which was — good 
evening — drunk yet — no I haven’t had 
the chance — revue was good — yes but 
not as good as — darling pass me the -  
last times one. It had more — brandy 
please I like mine laced — but Mac you 
must have been sore at the time when he 
kicked you — no get the hell out of it 
I don’t want any — rum is nice when a 
cocktail with white — Russians — they’re 
not here again I hope—had enough of 
them last year—round and round we go, 
singing a tale of very great woe, shad- 
dup, now ladies and gentlemen — it’s 
been nice to know — let’s freeze the 
river with crystals of ice from the — 
ice cream factory, honey. I haven’t seen 
one in years. Last time I was in Albert 
Park it was — shiney nose, that’s what 
it is — lost the way now let’s get back 
— where were we — yes let’s, will • 
you, baby — don’t be silly — did you — 
no I don’t want to and anyway the booze 
is still — that for every man that’s born 
that every women — dry and wet that’s 
Jiow I like my — women is born by good 
luck and — management very fine this 
year — eh no I don’t come when I’m 
wanted are you — saved by — everything

that was ever — inch makes a mile, and 
twelve feet make — say Joe the rooms 
getting larger — no — rounder and 
rounder — that cats sitting on the mat 
wanting its — rounder and roundest the 
little wheel of — fortune makes us all 
sick have another beer and forget — 
three times three is — your troubles all 
miraculously gone — take Dr. — for 
hell’s sake forget the bloody — Pink 
Pills — three after bed each night — 
rounder and rounder—there’s no squares 
left, just us circles — what’s the matter 
lovely — come and let me show you a
— dig in the ribs — I’ll tell a worse 
one than that — it was about the sales
man and the — not really — but where 
are we — round and round they all go 
—hahaha — your laugh scares — just 
about then the salesman said — oh! shut 
up for — yes I’ll do it. So she — then 
the signs go up — it’s Number three — 
the winner — Red jacket — came off 
and she was ready — to go home — what 
the heel for — it’s only — three in the
— next year let’s be riotous — round 
and round — she lost her — we go 
merrily, happily, they say — wre all say
— we’re round — they’re squares — we 
are squares — no round — I forget.

H.L.J.

Well, we can’t do any more. 

IT ’S OVER TO YOU.

Vol. X.
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