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International Social 
Survey Programme

Cross-national surveys since 1985

45 countries

Self-funded, typically university and non-profits

Data archived and made 

freely available

www.issp.org
https://figshare.com/collections/International_

Social_Survey_Programme/2174592/9

>9000 publications

400-500/year
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Modules

1985 Role of Government I 1995 National Identity I 2005 Work Orientations III 2015 Work Orientations IV

1986 Social Networks I 1996 Role of Government III 2006 Role of Government IV 2016 Role of Government  V

1987 Social Inequality I 1997 Work Orientations II 2007 Leisure Time and Sports 2017 Social Networks II

1988 Family and Changing Gender 

Roles I
1998 Religion II 2008 Religion III 2018 Religion IV

1989 Work Orientations I 1999 Social Inequality III 2009 Social Inequality IV 2019 Social Inequality V

1990 Role of Government II 2000 Environment II 2010 Environment III 2020 Environment IV

1991 Religion I
2001 Social Relations and 

Support Systems
2011 Health and Healthcare I 2021 Health and Healthcare II

1992 Social Inequality II
2002 Family and Changing 

Gender Roles III

2012 Family and Changing 

Gender Roles IV

2022 Family and Changing 

Gender Roles V ??

1993 Environment I 2003 National Identity II 2013 National Identity III 2023 National Identity IV ??

1994 Family and Changing Gender 

Roles II
2004 Citizenship I 2014 Citizenship II 2024 Citizenship III ??

3



T
h
e 

U
n
iv

er
si

ty
 o

f 
A

u
ck

la
n
d

N
ew

 Z
ea

la
n
d

Mini UN

Vote on EVERYTHING

Survey

Survey content - ‘60 ticks’ plus 

background variables

Committees

The Secretariat

Who hosts meetings

Who becomes a member

…

But it’s stood the test of time
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How ISSP works

Representatives from each country administer the survey in the 

given year (ideally)

Designed as a postal survey, but other modes possible

n>=1200 (ideally)

Standard set of questions and background variables

Voted on and approved at the previous years General Assembly

Questions can’t (shouldn’t) be modified, but additional questions allowed

Data deposited in ISSP archive by September of the following year

Within country analysis possible prior to that point
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National identity
(1995, 2003, 2013, 2023?)
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Topics

Being Truly [NATIONALITY]

National Pride

Globalization 

Immigration

Citizenship

Race/Ethnicity



T
h
e 

U
n
iv

er
si

ty
 o

f 
A

u
ck

la
n
d

N
ew

 Z
ea

la
n
d

Citizenship
(2004, 2014, 2024?)
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%

Household Income

don't want change depends on design do want change

Topics

Citizenship rights/obligations

Participation in civic activities

Trust in government

Evaluation of institutions

Satisfaction with democracy

Referenda

NZ flag debate
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Work Orientation
(1989, 1997, 2005, 2015)

Topics

Work-Life Balance

Work Values 

Current work: situation, 

characteristics & opinions

Organised labour
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Role of government
(1985, 1990, 1996, 2006, 2016)

9

Topics

State intervention in the 

economy

Government spending

Government responsibilities

Government 

performance/capability/trust

Political interest, trust and 

efficacy

Corruption

Referenda

Do you think that referendums are good 

ways to decide important political 

questions?

1. Strongly agree

2. Agree

3. Neither agree or disagree

4. Disagree

5. Strongly Disagree

2015

54%

2016

71%!
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Social Networks
(1986, 2017)
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Topics

Social networks and support

Economic and cultural capital

Social cohesion

Social inequalities

Wellbeing and health

Social integration & loneliness
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Religion
(1991, 1998, 2008, 2018)
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Topics

Religious beliefs and behaviours

Religion and politics

Religion and power

Religion and science

Religion and peace/conflict

Religious extremists

Spirituality
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Social Inequality
(1987, 1992, 1999, 2009, 2019)

12

Topics

What occupations do/should earn

Inequality (concerns, experience, 

fixes, global)

Redistribution policy

Social conflict

Economic insecurity

Andersen, R., Yaish, M. (2012). Public Opinion on Income 

Inequality in 20 Democracies: The Enduring Impact of Social 

Class and Economic Inequality. AIAS, GINI Discussion Paper 48
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Environment
(1993, 2000, 2010, 2020)
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Topics

Climate change

Environmental behaviour

Salience of environmental issues

Trust in sources of information

Political views

Political Research Quarterly, Vol. 54, No. 3 (Sep., 2001), pp. 657-671
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Health and Healthcare
(2011, 2021)

14

Topics

Views on health system/ 

practitioners/satisfaction

Resource targeting/priorities

Health locus of control

Health status

Alternative medicine use

Healthcare Access

Azar et al., (2018). Income, egalitarianism and attitudes towards healthcare policy: a 

study on public attitudes in 29 countries. Public Health, 154, 59-69.
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Family and Changing Gender Roles 
(1988, 1994, 2002, 2012, 2022?)

15

Topics

Gender and employment

Marriage and children

Social policy

Work-family conflicts

Partnership: Power, decision 

making, money management

Gendered division of household 

work
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Why do countries do it?

To track the opinions, attitudes and behaviours of a country over 

time – and to compare to other countries

Measures surveys can give that admin data cannot

Capture trends in the face of social and demographic change

Assess different countries views on global issues

Rising inequality (income, wealth)

Immigration

Terrorism
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Issues

Funding

A problem for all; A barrier too far for some

Continuity often requires champions

Poor coverage in some parts of the world

Tension between conservation of measurement and capturing the 

latest trends/issues/social movements
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