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DISCLAIMER (IDI)

These results are not official statistics. They have been created for research purposes from the [Integrated 
Data Infrastructure (IDI) and/or Longitudinal Business Database (LBD)] which [is/are] carefully managed 
by Stats NZ. For more information about the [IDI and/or LBD] please visit 
https://www.stats.govt.nz/integrated-data/.

DISCLAIMER (IRD Tax Data)

The results are based in part on tax data supplied by Inland Revenue to Stats NZ under the Tax
Administration Act 1994 for statistical purposes. Any discussion of data limitations or weaknesses is in the
context of using the IDI for statistical purposes, and is not related to the data’s ability to support Inland
Revenue’s core operational requirements.

DISCLAIMER (Census)

Access to the data used in this study was provided by Stats NZ under conditions designed to give effect to
the security and confidentiality provisions of the Statistics Act 1975. The results presented in this study are
the work of the author, not Stats NZ or individual data suppliers.
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Statistics Act 1975. 
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WHAT IS IDI AND HOW WE GOT OUR REFUGEE DATA



DEFINING REFUGEE SUB-GROUPS 

Quota refugees Referred by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and 
subsequently selected by Immigration New Zealand for residence.

Refugee Family Support Category -- refugees already in New Zealand can ‘sponsor’ 
family members for New Zealand residence through the RFSC. 

Convention -- Asylum seekers who have been recognised under the Convention as a refugee 
in New Zealand.

Asylum seeker -- Unsuccessful convention refugees, accepted decision to be assessed as 
asylums seekers but eventually did not become  convention refugees.



FLOW CHART OF ADULT REFUGEE COHORT

Final Cohort

10,839 Quota ------2529 Family----------5430 Convention----------6096 Asylum

24,894 adults aged 16-65 years

15 had death records before start date 
1,140 who lived less than one year in NZ (arrived 

before 2020)

10,140 aged less than 16 or more than 65. 

33,894 lived in for at least one year

35,070 Lived in NZ

21 ministerial 2475 with no data in spine 159 arrived in 2021, 27 did not return or left NZ before 
a decision 

37,737

Refugee or Asylum seekers with an approved decision



AGE BY REFUGEE SUB-GROUP
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GENDER BY REFUGEE SUB-GROUP 
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TIME TO CONVENTION STATUS
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WHERE ARE REFUGEES & ASYLUM SEEKERS 
RESIDING?

Asylum Seekers Convention Family Quota



DEPRIVATION LEVEL OF FIRST ADDRESS
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DEPRIVATION LEVEL OF LAST ADDRESS
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NUMBER OF MOVES

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

Asylum Convention Family Quota

Do not move 1-2 moves 3+ moves



MOVEMENTS: 
ASYLUM



MOVEMENTS: 
CONVENTION



MOVEMENTS: 
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MOVEMENTS: 
QUOTA



ACCESS TO PUBLIC/STATE HOUSING 
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ACCESS TO SPECIALIST MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES 
(MID 2008-2019)

0.00% 2.00% 4.00% 6.00% 8.00% 10.00% 12.00%

Asylum

Convention

Family

Quota

Face-to-face access to mental health services Female Male



FACTORS AFFECTED EVER ACCESSING MENTAL HEALTH 
SPECIALIST SERVICES
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MEDIAN TOTAL INCOME FROM ARRIVAL 
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MEDIAN TOTAL INCOME BY AGE GROUP
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TOTAL INCOME (MEDIAN) BY REFUGEE/NON-REFUGEE GROUPS
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MEDIAN INCOME FROM WAGES AND SALARIES
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REGISTERED WITH MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
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REFUGEES’ INCOME BY GENDER, EDUCATION , 
YEARS ARRIVED
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REFUGEES’ WAGES AND SALARIES INCOME BY CONVERSATIONAL ENGLISH
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REFUGEES' MAIN SOURCE OF INCOME FROM 
BENEFIT
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REFUGEES' MAIN SOURCE OF INCOME FROM 
WAGES AND SALARIES
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REFUGEES’ MAIN SOURCE OF INCOME

- CONVENTION
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REFUGEES’ MAIN SOURCE OF INCOME 
- FAMILY
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REFUGEES’ MAIN SOURCE OF INCOME 
ASYLUM
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MAJOR JOB CATEGORIES OF REFUGEES/NON-REFUGEES
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WAGES AND SALARY FOR MANAGERIAL ROLES BY 
POPULATION SUB-GROUP
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WAGES AND SALARIES OF PROFESSIONALS BY POPULATION 
SUB-GROUP
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HOURS WORKED PER WEEK
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FACTORS IMPACTING LENGTH OF EMPLOYMENT 
(CONTROLLED BY YEARS IN NZ)
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IN SUMMARY
❖ Refugee sub-groups are substantially different.

❖ Resettlement journeys vary in terms of income, employment, mobility, and education. 

❖ Overall, for those who are in work, there are income improvements but mainly in the first 
4–5 years, only slight improvements afterwards.

❖ There is an income gap between refugees and the general population, even after 15 years.

❖ Much to learn from administrative data, more to learn from real voices.

What are the policy implication of these results ?
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