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What are ‘predatory’ journals?
How to identify them?

John Chen
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Research & Publications

– Publications eligible for the 2012-
2017 PBRF Round is now over.

- Prepare for the next PBRF round, 
2018-2023

- Planning for your academic career



Royal Society of New Zealand

Getting published is important, but 
not so important that you should 
publish in an inappropriate or 

disreputable journal. 

https://royalsociety.org.nz/what-we-do/research-practice/publishing-guidance/







https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/blog/2016/08/academics-and-scientists-beware-predatory-journal-publishers









Note: APC=Article Processing Charges



Vít Macháček & Martin Srholec, “Predatory journals in Scopus”, March 2017, 
Institute for Democracy & Economic Analysis, Czech Academy of Sciences.
(available on the web by simply googling the entire citation.)



What are Predatory Journals?

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/blog/thirteen-ways-to-spot-a-predatory-journal-and-why-we-shouldnt-call-them-that



https://www.timeshighereducation.com/blog/thirteen-ways-to-spot-a-predatory-journal-and-why-we-shouldnt-call-them-that



https://www.timeshighereducation.com/blog/thirteen-ways-to-spot-a-predatory-journal-and-why-we-shouldnt-call-them-that



https://www.timeshighereducation.com/blog/thirteen-ways-to-spot-
a-predatory-journal-and-why-we-shouldnt-call-them-that





https://beallslist.weebly.com/



https://royalsociety.org.nz/what-we-do/research-practice/publishing-guidance/



8 Ways to Identify a Questionable Open Access Journal
How to watch out for predatory journals in the Open Access world
https://www.aje.com/en/arc/8-ways-identify-questionable-open-access-journal/

Publishing a Journal Article Workshop – UBC, Vancouver
Evaluating Open Access Journals: Ensure You're Submitting to a Legitimate Journal 
http://guides.library.ubc.ca/publishjournalarticle/predatory

Getting published: Choosing a journal – Bodleian Libraries, Oxford
http://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/publishing/choosing-journals
Predatory publishers – University of Cambridge University
https://osc.cam.ac.uk/about-scholarly-communication/author-tools/considerations-
when-choosing-journal/predatory-publishers

Highly Recommended: Writing in the Sciences – course video from Stanford University 
https://www.coursera.org/learn/sciwrite/lecture/RObTP/6-8-predatory-journals

Avoiding Deceptive, Unethical, Predatory and Vanity Publishing – Melbourne Univ.
https://blogs.unimelb.edu.au/researcher-library/2017/11/08/avoiding-deceptive-unethical-
predatory-and-vanity-publishing/

Publishing guidance – Royal Society of NZ
https://royalsociety.org.nz/what-we-do/research-practice/publishing-guidance/



Why do I care?
What if I got trapped?

Xun Xu
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 Affect readership and impact of your paper/research work 

 PBRF

 ADPR, Continuation/Promotion

 Quality vs. quantity

 Bottom-line: career development or career termination

Why
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 What if I “accidentally” submitted a paper to a predatory journal what has been 

accepted?
 Do NOT sign the copyright agreement

 Contact the editor of the predatory journal to withdraw the paper

 Choose a legitimate journal to submit

 Add an editorial note on the paper explaining what has happened

 What if a good article was published in a predatory?
 Check out the copyright agreement you signed

 Damage control mode:
 Do NOT list it in your CV, PBRF EP, promotion application, funding application, etc.

What-If…
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What if I got listed in these biographical dictionaries:

 Marquis Who’s Who in the World

 Albert Nelson Marquis Lifetime Achievement Award Winners

 2000 Outstanding Intellectuals of the 21st Century, IBC

 Cambridge Certificate for Outstanding Scientific Achievement, IBC

 Who’s Who in Science and Engineering

 Leading Educators of the World, IBC

What-If…
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Keep these “accolades” to yourself or even better bin them!!
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Money buys “Fame”, or 
does it?

https://www.marquiswhoswho.com/collections/whos‐who‐publications



https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5493173/

https://publicationethics.org/case/withdrawal-accepted-manuscript-predatory-journal

https://academia.stackexchange.com/questions/71872/what-to-do-if-predatory-journal-wont-withdraw-paper-after-acceptance

https://www.editage.com/insights/can-i-submit-an-accepted-paper-from-a-predatory-to-a-reputable-journal-without-a-confirmation-of-

withdrawal

https://academia.stackexchange.com/questions/84244/what-to-do-when-a-good-article-is-published-in-a-predatory-online-journal-that-

d

https://academia.stackexchange.com/questions/93902/what-to-do-when-you-have-accidentally-submitted-an-article-to-a-predatory-

journa/93908

https://www.intranet.engineering.auckland.ac.nz/en/foe-intranet/foe-research/researcherwise.html

Some references
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ROYALSOCIETY.ORG.NZ
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 NO complete list of  “legitimate”  or  “predatory” journals

 Reputable publishers may also publish predatory journals

 Scholarly databases (e.g. WoS, Scopus) may also include predatory journals

 Clarivate Analytics Impact Factor, or simply IF (Impact Factor)? 
 If in doubt, talk to

 Experienced colleagues
 HoDs
 Library staff members

Final Thoughts
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