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Annual Report to Donors 20234 5The University of Auckland

IN 2023  
THE LARGEST NUMBER OF GIFTS 

WAS TO SUPPORT
student scholarships and projects

– A TOTAL OF  

2,394.

IT’S IN THE 

TOP 150
IN THE 2024  

TIMES HIGHER EDUCATION 
WORLD UNIVERSITY RANKINGS  

AND IS  

12TH IN THE WORLD
IN THE 2023  

TIMES HIGHER EDUCATION  
IMPACT RANKINGS FOR SUSTAINABILITY.

SUPPORT FOR
academic chairs and fellowships

CAME TO A TOTAL OF  

$4,825,664.

STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS 
IN THE FACULTY OF 

SCIENCE

THE PROFESSOR  
BRIAN COOTE LAW 

SCHOOL ENDOWMENT

CANCER 
RESEARCH

CANCER GENOMICS 
AND CARDIAC 

GENOMICS

HUMAN BRAIN 
RESEARCH  

(two gifts in wills)

DETECTION AND TREATMENT  
OF VISION DEFECTS IN CHILDREN

POSTGRADUATE 
RESEARCH IN 

MICROBIOLOGY

ARCHAEOLOGY 
RESEARCH

THE ALUMNI 
SCHOLARSHIP 
PROGRAMME

SCHOLARSHIPS  
IN ART 

AND MUSIC

DEMENTIA 
RESEARCH

STUDENT 
SCHOLARSHIPS IN 
BUSINESS OR ARTS

VISITING  
FELLOWSHIPS IN 

SCIENCE

The University of Auckland Foundations use CASE (Council for Advancement 
and Support of Education) global standards for calculating total funds raised 
in any year. These figures include all philanthropic income received through the 
University of Auckland Foundation, the Medical and Health Sciences Foundation 
and directly to the University of Auckland.

In 2023,
WE RECEIVED 

$57,917,407 
THROUGH  

3,568
 GIFTS FROM  

1,709 
DONORS.

EACH AND EVERY DONOR  
HAS MADE A VALUED CONTRIBUTION  

TO THE WORK OF THE UNIVERSITY.

Thank you.

$30,503,749 
WAS RECEIVED TO SUPPORT  

MAJOR PROGRAMMES OF RESEARCH 
ACROSS MANY DISCIPLINES,  
ESPECIALLY IN THE AREAS OF 

HEALTH AND MEDICINE. 

935 students 
WERE AWARDED 

$5,190,402
IN DONOR-FUNDED SCHOLARSHIPS, 

PRIZES AND AWARDS.

GENEROUS 

legacy gifts
 WERE RECEIVED FROM 

14 donors. 
THESE GIFTS ARE SUPPORTING:

THE UNIVERSITY OF AUCKLAND 
IS NEW ZEALAND’S 

top-ranked 
university 

AND OUR COUNTRY’S 

largest 
research 

organisation.

IT IS 

68TH 
IN THE 2024  

QS WORLD UNIVERSITY RANKINGS 
AND IS 

5th in the world and 1st in Oceania
FOR THE 2024 QS WORLD UNIVERSITY 

SUSTAINABILITY RANKINGS.

WE NOW HAVE

510 
members in the University’s cumulative  

giving society, the
THE CHANCELLOR’S CIRCLE:

38 
members in the  

SIR MAURICE O’RORKE SOCIETY  
which recognises giving of more than $5 million,

95
members in the  

SIR GEORGE FOWLDS SOCIETY  
which recognises giving between  

$1 million and $5 million, and

377
members in the 

SIR DOUGLAS ROBB SOCIETY  
which recognises giving between  

$100,000 and $1 million. 

$
$
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Annual Report to Donors 20236 7The University of Auckland 7The University of Auckland6

DONATIONS CAME FROM SUPPORTERS IN

25 countries.
The largest number (1,400) came from New Zealand,  

followed by the US, Australia, the UK, Hong Kong and Canada.

Hong Kong (22)

New Zealand (1,400)

Canada (13)

United States (59)

Australia (38)

The number of donors rose steadily  
with increasing age up to 80*

43% of our 230,484 alumni engaged with us ‒
THROUGH GIVING FINANCIALLY, THROUGH VOLUNTEERING ACTIVITIES 

AND THROUGH EVENTS AND COMMUNICATION.

STAFF AND FORMER STAFF 
OF THE UNIVERSITY  
CONTRIBUTED 
A TOTAL OF 

$1,250,247 
TO STUDENT SUPPORT AND  
A VARIETY OF RESEARCH PROJECTS.

THE MEDIAN GIFT 
FOR 2023 WAS 

Volunteering Alumni Connect Physical Events Virtual Events Virtual Book Club

2019 902 243 7,283 0 0

2020 718 889 4,549 1,897 0

2021 829 909 8,784 1,180 472

2022 903 579 12,311 1,092 562

2023 943 508 14,233 815 536

A TOTAL OF

$3,003,309 
was received through the US and UK 
Friends of the University of Auckland, 
INCLUDING MANY GIFTS TO SUPPORT 
RESEARCH AND SCHOLARSHIPS.

(*Age for those donors whose ages are recorded)

18-20 21-30 31-40 41-50 51-60 61-70 71-80 81+
20 27 60 91 149 198 278 199

United Kingdom (36)

$100

WE RECEIVED 

2,923 GIFTS 

FOR OUR  
ANNUAL GIVING  

PROGRAMME,  
RAISING A TOTAL OF

 $471,905  

FOR A RANGE  
OF APPEALS INCLUDING  
EMERGENCY FUNDING 

FOR STUDENTS AND  
SUPPORT FOR  

POSTGRADUATE  
STUDENT RESEARCH.
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Annual Report to Donors 20238 9The University of Auckland

Thank you for your 
valued contribution

We are very pleased to report another highly 
successful year for philanthropy at the University 
of Auckland. To all our very generous donors, 
we thank you for your ongoing support of 
the University’s work and wish to convey the 
appreciation of those who benefit from that 
support – researchers and teachers across various 
disciplines, and many students, ranging from 
those embarking on their first tertiary qualification 
to those undertaking doctoral and postdoctoral 
studies.  

In 2023, we received close to $58 million 
through gifts and pledges, up from just over $56 
million in 2022. Philanthropic support for major 
programmes of research, particularly in health 
and medicine, accounted for more than $30 
million, up from nearly $27 million in 2022. This 
extraordinary support enables discovery and 
progress in important areas that touch many of us 
directly, or through our whānau and loved ones. 

It was also very pleasing to see the rebound in 
investment returns, after a difficult year for the 
markets in 2022. The Foundation’s Endowment 
Investment Pool ended 2023 up 11.8%.

On behalf of the University and the Foundation 
Group, thank you for your valued contribution in 
2023. Your support is enabling meaningful and 
positive change for the University community and 
beyond.  

Ngā mihi nui,

PROFESSOR DAWN FRESHWATER
Vice-Chancellor, the University of Auckland

DAVID CARTER
Chair, the University of Auckland Foundation

By shining a light on some specific examples of 
philanthropy at work, we can illuminate some 
of the many areas that are benefitting from our 
donors’ generosity. In this year’s report we hear 
first-hand accounts from students who have 
interned at McLaren in the UK or the Guggenheim 
Museum in Venice, and budding entrepreneurs 
who visited Silicon Valley. We hear from scientists 
restoring New Zealand’s natural environment and 
from brain researchers curbing neurodegenerative 
disease. All of these activities – and many more 
– have been supported by generous donors who 
are committed to making a positive impact for the 
greater good.

I’m pleased to share that the largest number of 
gifts in 2023 was to support student scholarships 
and projects, a total of nearly 2,400 donations. 
During the same period, 935 students were 
awarded donor-funded scholarships, prizes and 
awards. Each of these students received the 
opportunity and the encouragement to achieve 
more and ultimately to contribute more to their 
chosen field and their community. 

Thank you to each and every one of our donors. 
Your gift – whether for a student scholarship or a 
research project, no matter which subject area or 
discipline – is making an important contribution to 
scholarship and discovery. 

Ngā mihi,

MARK BENTLEY 
Director, Alumni Relations and Development

The University recognises the 
exceptional generosity of the 
following donors, who gave 
$1 million or more in 2023:

In addition to their outstanding gifts  
in 2023, many of these generous donors 
are ongoing major supporters and are  
acknowledged through our cumulative 
giving society, The Chancellor’s Circle.

(See page 27.)

•	 Auckland Medical Research Foundation

•	 Cancer Society Auckland Northland

•	 Cure Kids

•	 Peter J Gibson

•	 Heart Foundation

•	 Michael H Horton

•	 Neurological Foundation of New Zealand	

•	 Rockfield Trust

•	 Beate Schuler

•	 The Chartwell Trust

•	 Wellcome Leap Inc. 

•	 Woolf Fisher Trust

•	 Wright Family Foundation
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“The whole McLaren facility was jaw-dropping 
as you would expect when they send you up an 
elevator into a boulevard full of old Formula 1 cars 
that look out over a lake.”

Motorsport has always been a passion which 
started with his early involvement in go-karts, 
so to be invited into McLaren’s ‘mission control’ 
and be plugged into 20 different radio channels 
to monitor the final Formula 1 event of the 2023 
season was something else.

“It was an amazing introduction to what hopefully 
continues to be a hell of an experience to say the 
least.”

In the final stages of a five year conjoint 
engineering and commerce degree, Alex says his 
life has been something of a “jigsaw puzzle”, but 
the McLaren internship has definitely fuelled his 
desire to work in the automotive industry.

Professor Thor Besier

“I knew I wanted to work in motorsport. But now 
that I’ve been exposed to Formula 1, I think it’s 
going to be pretty hard to stay away from it,” he 
says. 

While his initial task has involved data analysis of 
race cars and going through inventory for parts 
and suspension set-ups, Alex is looking forward to 
a two-week stint in Europe testing Formula 1 cars. 

“I would hope that even in my three months here, 
especially with how much rein I’ve already been 
given, that my input could positively affect the 
team and the performance of that car.”

Like many of the nine McLaren interns since 2016, 
Alex has come through the University’s Formula 
SAE Team which builds a race vehicle from scratch 
each year. FSAE faculty adviser Dr Tom Allen says 
the internships are an opportunity for students to 
break into a “tight” European ecosystem.

Over the past few years, interns from the 
programme have gone on to take roles at McLaren 
Automotive as well as New Zealand businesses like 
Rocket Lab and the agritech company Halter. It’s 
also inspired the 2021 awardee, Sabrina Yarndley, 
to devote her PhD to studying crash structures in 
vehicles.

“It definitely helped me figure out what I wanted to 
do,” says Sabrina, whose interest in composites as 
chief engineer of the FSAE Team went to another 
level after visiting the McLaren Composites 
Technology Centre. “That was just so cool because 
I could compare their design and production 
processes to the Formula SAE vehicle we built.”

The insights gained at McLaren have helped 
Sabrina to identify – and better understand – 
various pinch points in the design of automotive 
crash structures which she is now investigating 
with the aim of developing more robust, 
environmentally-friendly and cost-effective 
protection.

“If I can make a shorter crash structure, that could 
give design teams a bit more freedom,” she says, 
“although composite crash structures are typically 
only used in very high-end vehicles. My research 
looks to take the next step towards bringing that 
technology to regular consumers.”

Meanwhile the challenge for Tom is to replicate 
the McLaren internship in other sectors like New 
Zealand’s emerging space industry. “The ability 
to partner with European or American aerospace 
industries would be amazing if we could have the 
same opportunity, maybe an Airbus internship?”

“In parallel with giving students a fantastic 
opportunity to test themselves in a high-
performance workplace, we’re also demonstrating 
to the world that the University of Auckland is 
able to produce graduates who are parallel to all 
those universities in Europe who produce, quote 
unquote, ‘automotive engineers’.”

Having been previously funded by a range of 
donors, the McLaren Auto and Racing internship 
programme has been pledged ten years of support 
by the NZUK Link Foundation which is financially 
supported by the UK Friends of the University of 
Auckland, and Sir Colin Giltrap. Current donors 
include Howden Ganley, Keith & Luke Holland, Rob 
Whitehouse and Neil Paton and, from 2024, New 
Zealand’s Bruce McLaren Trust will also contribute.

Given New Zealand’s geographic isolation and the 
absence of an automotive industry, Tom says the 
internships help expose students to leading-edge 
thinking and technology in areas like composites 
and control systems which will ultimately benefit 
the local economy.

“Everyone in McLaren or McLaren F1 is there 
because they are very skilled at what they do, and 
so our interns get to learn from the best in the 
industry and then bring that knowledge back.” 

During the three-month programme, interns work 
in teams across the entire McLaren business to 
understand the breadth of the industry and make 
a large number of valuable connections. “It’s 
not sitting in a dark room where you make tea 
and coffee for somebody and you find kinks in a 
spreadsheet,” says Tom. 

When it comes to living the dream, fourth year engineering student Alex Barbarich-
Bacher says he wasn’t far off the mark during the first week of his three-month 
internship as an employee of McLaren Racing at their spectacular UK headquarters 
on the outskirts of London.

Fuelled by McLaren internships 

From left: Lizzie Grant, Sabrina Yarndley, Joshua Yates and the McLaren Technology Centre’s Jim Marsh and Piers Scott

Sabrina Yarndley
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A remarkable facility situated on the top floor of the Faculty of Medical and Health 
Sciences is helping researchers improve outcomes for people suffering from 
neurodegenerative conditions such as Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s and Huntington’s 
diseases.

Guardians of the brains

The Neurological Foundation Human Brain Bank 
is the only facility of its kind in New Zealand 
and is home to tissue from more than 1,000 
brains. It’s more than just a storehouse for one 
of our most precious bodily organs though, it’s 
also a world-class scientific resource central to 
the groundbreaking work being carried out by 
researchers at the University’s Centre for Brain 
Research (CBR).

One of those researchers is Professor Maurice 
Curtis, whose work focuses on understanding the 
early origins of Parkinson’s disease, something he 
studies via the “window to the brain” – the nose.

“Six to ten years before someone goes to the 
doctor with a movement disorder and Parkinson’s 
disease they will almost all have lost their sense of 
smell,” explains Maurice. “So what I want to know 
is what is going wrong in those early olfactory 
areas that then lead to someone years later going 

to the doctor with a movement disorder. Because if 
we could stop it when people are losing their sense 
of smell, we could potentially prevent it from ever 
becoming Parkinson’s disease as we know it.”

Maurice is also co-director of the brain bank, 
a position he shares with the facility’s founder, 
Distinguished Professor Sir Richard Faull. As part of 
that role, he is the first point of contact for families 
after a donor passes away. Maintaining long-term 
relationships with the families of donors is at the 
heart of CBR’s approach and Maurice says his team 
feels a huge responsibility as custodians of their 
loved ones’ brains.

“It’s only because of the generosity of the family 
being willing to go through with the brain donation, 
even in their time of grief, that we actually make 
this happen,” he says, adding that the team at 
CBR is careful to adhere to tikanga Māori practices 
throughout the entire donation process.

Professor Maurice Curtis and Dr Brigid Ryan

“Every one of those families who have the brain 
of a loved one represented in the brain bank 
really just wants the next generation to do a little 
bit better than their loved one did with their 
neurological disease,” he says.

“They make the brain bank special, and we’re just 
guardians of that tissue.”

Because it’s vital brains get to the bank as soon as 
possible after death has occurred, the moment 
Maurice receives a call from a donor’s next of kin 
he will arrange with the local mortuary to get the 
brain sent to the bank’s laboratory, where it can 
be processed and stored. The average time from 
death to lab is around 16 hours, though brains 
have arrived within as little as two hours in the 
past. Once stored in the lab’s specialised freezers, 
brain tissue can last indefinitely.

Storing brains is only part of what the bank does 
though; its real mission is to make the brain tissue 
available for researchers – both those based at 
the University and others around Aotearoa or 
overseas.

One of Maurice’s colleagues carrying out some 
of that important research is Dr Brigid Ryan, 
who was named 2023 Alzheimer’s New Zealand 
Fellow for her work related to dementia. Brigid 
is part of a team working on a longitudinal study 
focusing on frontotemporal dementia. Although 
the study is being done on living family members, 
Brigid says the project “directly came out of a 
brain bank donation”, after the grandmother of 
a family who suspected they had an inherited 
form of dementia initially donated her brain in 
2006. Testing later confirmed those suspicions 
and revealed the family carries a dominant 
mutated gene that causes dementia. Each family 
member who inherits the mutated gene has a 
50 percent chance of passing it on to their own 
children, with all those receiving the gene certain 
to go on to develop dementia later in life. After 
their grandmother’s initial brain donation, other 
members of the family were inspired to play a role 
in dementia research, which led to the start of the 
groundbreaking longitudinal study.

“It really illustrates the impact the brain bank can 
have for seeding larger projects.”

Brigid says 2023 was a particularly exciting year 
for her research, with the first results of the study 
coming through. 

“This is work we started in 2016 with a long-term 
focus, so it’s really exciting to see the data we’ve 
been able to generate coming together.”

Current evidence shows that in the case of 
neurodegenerative diseases like Alzheimer’s and 
frontotemporal dementia, changes in the brain 
start to take place as many as 30 years before 
any symptoms are shown, which means “there is 
potentially this really long window of opportunity 
where we might be able to intervene and prevent 
those brain changes from reaching that tipping 
point”.

Because Brigid and her team know that members of 
the family carrying the genetic mutation will go on 
to develop dementia, they are able to track different 
biomarkers to see how the brain changes over time, 
before symptoms start setting in – something that 
will provide researchers with invaluable knowledge 
to help future generations.

Another crucial part of the brain bank’s success is 
its philanthropic backers. First and foremost among 
these benefactors is the Neurological Foundation of 
New Zealand, which has supported the brain bank 
since its humble beginnings back in 1994, as well 
as the research of Maurice and Brigid. Maurice says 
the foundation’s support over the years has “allowed 
us to be more than just a brain tissue repository 
and really to stretch out what we can do with brain 
tissue”. He credits additional funding received this 
year with enabling the bank to secure more staff to 
help “maximise these incredible brains we’ve been 
gifted” as well as facilitating the use of techniques 
such as spatial transcriptomics – a powerful method 
of analysis that reveals what changes are happening 
on a cellular level in the brain tissue.

The brain bank has also been supported by the 
Douglas Charitable Trust, with research by Maurice 
and his lab into Parkinson’s disease receiving 
philanthropic funding from Cure Parkinson’s NZ, 
the Gus Fisher Charitable Trust, the Boyd Clarke 
Foundation, the Lough family, the Cotton family and 
others. Brigid’s research has been supported by the 
Auckland Medical Research Foundation, Kelliher 
Charitable Trust and others.

Maurice says without their help none of the 
remarkable research taking place would be possible. 

“Our philanthropic funders really allow us to do the 
work that we can do.” ■
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When business owner Tony Falkenstein decided he wanted to help set students 
emerging from the University of Auckland on the path to entrepreneurship, he hoped 
they would in turn share any wisdom gained with others.

Since 2020 he has been funding the Business 
School’s Vanguard Programme, which pays for 
student travel to the epicentre of United States go-
getting in San Francisco and Silicon Valley.

So far two groups of 15 students have made the 
week-long journey and Tony, who accompanies 
them, has committed to total funding of $1.2 
million to keep the programme, run within the 
Centre for Innovation and Entrepreneurship (CIE), 
going for another five years.

“My thinking is entrepreneurship is the key 
to economic prosperity, which is why my 
philanthropy is so focused in that direction,” says 
the head of Just Life Group, who describes his 
funding philosophy as “paying it forward”.

“To me that means paying it on to the next 
generation of students. The Vanguard Programme 
is one way I can do that.”

To their credit, students on the programme have 
taken his philosophy to heart.

“All of them committed to doing exactly that after 
the trip. This amounts to speaking engagements 
at their old schools or Rotary, commitments to 
engage in fundraising programmes for charities 
and writing articles for journals or their business 
cohorts.”

Tony’s emphasis on entrepreneurship strikes a 
chord with Hiraia Haami-Wells and Vin Allen, two 
members of the 2023 travelling group, both with a 
particular interest in social entrepreneurship. 

The group’s itinerary included visits to tech 
giant Amazon, genome engineering company 
Synthego, educational entrepreneur ClassDojo and 
sustainable footwear-maker Allbirds, co-founded 
by Kiwi Tim Brown.

Hiraia, who is part way through an electrical 
engineering degree and works in the kaiārahi and 
investment team at the University’s UniServices 
commercialisation arm, says she was impressed 
by the range of innovative enterprises they were 

She would like to create a small-scale “Vanguard” 
trip for Māori tauira to Māori businesses and 
entrepreneurs with the aim of exposing them to 
the ecosystem.

“If we want to create an ecosystem unique to 
Aotearoa, we must create a space for Māori that 
allows for contribution and collaboration. So I 
want to give tauira the tools to create their own 
opportunities and contribute to the ecosystem in 
their own ways.”

Vin, who previously participated in the CIE’s 
Velocity and VentureLab programmes for budding 
entrepreneurs, is eager to impart to other students 
what he has learned about bridging the gap 
between academia and the commercial world.

exposed to and the maturity of the entrepreneurial 
ecosystem they operate in.

“I think Aotearoa has a lot to learn from overseas 
ecosystems – both good and bad. A key theme 
throughout the trip was realising your unique 
potential.”

She sees opportunities for New Zealand in the 
creation of an entrepreneurial springboard for 
values and integrity-based enterprises.

“Instead of just commercial profit, I see us also 
focusing on what makes Aotearoa stand out and 
apart, those things being our environmental focus 
and Indigenous knowledge and people.”

Vin, a psychological medicine PhD candidate who is 
working on a digital means of scaling up delivery of 
mental-health services in primary care, had an eye 
to the differences between the New Zealand and 
Silicon Valley ecosystems. 

Whereas social impact rates highly in the New 
Zealand entrepreneurial setting, his observation 
of Californian enterprises was that return on 
investment has greater priority.

“I asked a lot of questions about the viability of 
social-impact ventures and how people go about 
getting them funded. I got the impression that in 
that ecosystem investors are a lot more interested 
in the bottom line.

“Social impact and sustainability usually only 
matter there if they give the company some sort 
of competitive edge, whereas in the New Zealand 
ecosystem there’s an appetite for impact investing.”

Yet he found the San Francisco and Silicon Valley 
ecosystem inspiring.

“There was plenty that was amazing: the scale, the 
availability of funds, the appetite for risk. But I think 
we need to be careful about holding on to the things 
that make our New Zealand ecosystem special.”

Hiraia took inspiration from transplanted New 
Zealanders she met who are thriving in the 
Californian environment.

“It was eye-opening to see the potential we have 
overseas. People describe New Zealand as a small, 
isolated country yet if these amazing people can 
create a successful career overseas I believe anyone 
who really wants to can do so as well.”

Backing budding entrepreneurs
2023 Vanguard Programme scholars

Centre for Innovation and Entrepreneurship Director Darsel 
Keane with business leader and donor Tony Falkenstein

“I’m trying to act as a bit of a mentor to PhD 
students who are looking into applications of their 
research in the real world but don’t know where to 
start.”

All the Vanguard participants thus far get their 
benefactor’s thumbs up.

“I think each student has found value in different 
parts of the programme but all have been 
impressed with the collaboration in Silicon Valley,” 
Tony says.

“The whole experience has expanded their 
horizons and helped them recognise their abilities 
to conquer the world.” ■
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Seven scholarships in biological sciences. Ten Puke Ariki postgraduate scholarships 
for research on the natural environment in the Taranaki region. Four exchange 
scholarships between UC Davis and the University of Auckland. Fourteen 
scholarships in marine science. 

And then in 2016, a $5 million donation to 
establish the George Mason Centre for the 
Environment, a multidisciplinary research centre, 
based in the Faculty of Science, which to date has 
funded 21 projects focused on environmental 
restoration, conservation and sustainability and 
supported 12 postdoctoral researchers and five 
PhD students.

For 25 years Dr George Mason ONZM has been 
one of the University’s most loyal and generous 
supporters. For those who have benefitted, his 
support has often been life-changing.

“Huge,” says Dr Jenny Hillman of the impact.  
“I wouldn’t be here without him.”

From receiving the first exchange scholarship to 
UC Davis in 2015 to her recent appointment to 
the new Hilltops to Oceans Lectureship in Marine 
Restoration Ecology, George Mason’s financial 
support has intersected with the arc of her career. 

What began with private funding to work on 
returning green-lipped mussels to the Mahurangi 
area opened out into other areas of the Hauraki 
Gulf. In her new role, the shellfish restoration group 
she leads is also working at the top of the South 
Island and she collaborates with international 
groups involved in shellfish loss and restoration. 
She is now starting to look at other shellfish 
species that are under threat. 

It’s an example of support that helps build 
scientific leadership, developing talented scientists 
undertaking research to reverse ecological damage 
in Aotearoa New Zealand. Not just damage 
inflicted in the past but in the future, including the 
effects of changes in the climate.

Professor Kevin Simon’s initial funding through 
the George Mason Centre was to research an 
environmental problem that while historical in 
origin has grown over time and is likely to continue 
increasing. The funding supported a PhD student, 
Nadia Dikareva, who was investigating plastic 
pollution in river and stream networks to try and 
understand where microplastic is found, why it’s 
found in those places and how it moves through 
them. The work helped elicit further funding for 
a large project focused on microplastics that 
involved researchers from institutions across 
Aotearoa New Zealand. 

Plastic pollution is a complex problem. Research 
showed that the distance the microplastic moves 
through those networks depends in part on the 
plastic itself, predominantly the size of it. But the 
biggest influence was the nature of the waterway. 
Most of us have streams close by, some fairly 
natural, some modified, some buried in pipes, like 
the steam that runs under Auckland city’s Queen 
Street. And the changes we make to streams 
influence how plastics move in them on the way to 
pollute our beaches and sea. 

“One of the harder parts of the plastic story is that 
people really want solutions,” Kevin says, “and it’s 
tricky. Plastic is made from petroleum products, 
so built on a non-renewable resource that’s linked 
to climate change. We make products that are 
highly useful, versatile, extremely durable, and 
then we throw them away. It just doesn’t make a lot 
of sense to do that, especially when there clearly 
are alternative materials that carry a lot less risk. 
Because plastic is so difficult to remove once it’s in 
the environment, the solution is to be very careful 
how you use it and use less of it. And if you’re 
going to use it, make sure you recycle it where it’s 
appropriate.”

Climate change is also a factor in research in Te 
Tai Tokerau (Northland) into a rare ecosystem. 
Ahipara is home to one of the largest surviving 
gumlands left in Aotearoa New Zealand. Gumlands 
are a unique habitat supporting many threatened 
flora and fauna only found there and embedded 
in a landscape that is steadily transforming, 
threatening their existence. 

“They are poorly understood,” says Professor 
George Perry, who with PhD student Cameron Guy, 
funded by the George Mason Centre, and with local 
tangata whenua and DOC is leading a research 
project at Ahipara. “Gumlands are often seen as 

sort of scrubby waste. They form on soils where 
there was once kauri forest – so very low fertility, 
acid, very leached, and typically an iron hard pan 
under the soil surface, not very deep, so hard for 
water to get through. A special form of wetland.  

“They’re a cultural nexus. Important to tangata 
whenua but also in the European period very 
important to Dalmatian people in their sense of 
cultural identity as workers in the gum fields.” 

Gumlands were born out of fire, but their 
relationship is complicated: fire is needed 
to maintain or create them, but too much is 
destructive. 

“We know that if they burn, they are extremely 
vulnerable to invasion by introduced weeds like 
gorse. And we also know that if we burn them, they 
can get in a loop where they’re more flammable, 
because weeds tend to be better adapted to fire. 
There are very few gumlands that are intact, that 
haven’t suffered weed invasion, or where people 
have broken the hard pan, wanting to change them 
into an agricultural setting, which completely alters 
the hydrology. One of the concerns is that under 
climate change there’ll be less rain and it might 
change some of that dynamic.”

Restoring the natural world

Dr Jenny Hillman

Professor Kevin Simon and Nadia Dikareva
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“But if you tell them about the sooty shearwater 
that’s diving to 90 metres underwater, flying 
60,000 kilometres every year, people are more 
prepared to listen, and to listen to stories about 
climate change if you use seabirds as your story 
telling. People can be really inspired by them.” 

New Zealand is the seabird capital of the world, 
and we have the highest percentage of endangered 
species. Brendon and his student researchers 
are using the seabirds and particularly the sooty 
shearwaters to track what is happening to their food 
because of increased air and water temperatures. 

“We suspect their food source is moving further 
south or further offshore and it’s also not as energy 
dense, it doesn’t have a great nutritional profile the 
birds need to allow chicks to grow. We know in a 
heat wave we get up to 40 percent loss of weight in 
the chicks. And we worry they won’t get fat enough 
to grow their own feathers. They become very very 
low on reserves and if the marine environment isn’t 
in a good way to provide enough food for them, we 
suspect they will die out at sea.”

His team is working towards an automatic system 
that can map their growth. Scales placed in nests 
under the chicks constantly measure and send back 
the results through a cell phone network.  He says 
the research the George Mason Centre is supporting 
has made him think in a different way. 

“We’re getting a lot of PhD students and just 
volunteers wanting to work with us now. It’s sort 
of been my epiphany. It’s not just about being a 
scientist now. People are part of the puzzle. It’s 
getting the best information in front of them, but 
they also must be part of the solution.”

The goal is a secure future for seabirds, and he 
says it’s going to need a conglomerate of interested 
people from all sectors of society working with 
the scientists and the all-important postgraduate 
students.

“Let’s be honest,” says Brendon, “the students are 
the bulk of every academic’s productivity. But for 
me, the satisfying thing is having taught them as 
an undergrad, being able to get them a scholarship 
and just see them flourish. And then, much like 
the chicks themselves, get them fully fledged as a 
scientist and see them on their way. 

“And that’s what the George Mason Centre funds 
allow you to do.” ■

Also placing some urgency on the gumlands 
research is the move of Māori back to their land 
and the clearing of areas ready for papa kāinga 
(housing). There are important questions to be 
addressed, together with local communities, 
about how to do that safely and in a resilient way 
in an area that is quite fire prone. George sees the 
project as a pilot for modelling how to do this kind 
of work in the future. 

“I think there’s an impetus to do more ‘useful’ work. 
And clearly in the environment, conservation, 
ecology space, that’s going to involve working with 
people. And I think a lot of students now want to 
do that. They can see that’s the way the world is.”

It’s a sentiment echoed by Dr Brendon Dunphy 
who has changed from tracking the indicators and 
effects of climate change on mussels to the impact 
on seabirds and in particular sooty shearwater 
chicks. He only half-jokingly claims the switch 
was based on what he calls “the party test”. 
When people asked what he did, and he said he 
researched mussels “they quickly shuffle off and 
get another drink”. 

Professor Brendon Dunphy

Armed with a clearer career path and an international network of young art 
historians, Megan Bennett is pursuing a career in the art world with confidence.  

Financial assistance from the Wright Family 
Scholarship allowed the then 20-year-old 
History and Art History student to intern over 
December 2022 and January 2023 at the Peggy 
Guggenheim Collection, a museum located in the 
former home of Peggy Guggenheim in Venice, 
Italy. The experience at the museum widened 
Megan’s appreciation of the possible trajectories 
for graduates “beyond the director, curator, and 
people involved in visitor services”.

During the internship, Megan conducted an 
educational tour, in English, guiding Italian school 
students around the gallery. “That helped me 
speak with a different audience. At University you 
speak with academics, so adapting my knowledge 
to a real-world situation was really cool.”

Interns from around the world and the museum 
staff helped her form a more comprehensive 
repertoire of career opportunities — from 
journalism and social media, publishing 
and promotion, to community outreach and 
conservation.

The museum broadened Megan’s outlook in other 
unexpected ways. On arrival, she admits being 
“a little disappointed” by an unfinished Mondrian 
drawing on display when another complete 
Mondrian painting from the collection was held  
in storage.

“I challenged myself to do a presentation on the 
work. Then, I was so impressed. There was more 
than what I saw at first glance…  I love how you can 
see the scaffolding look in that drawing, and you 
can see some curved lines in there that you don’t 
see in his later drawings. I fell in love with how it 
shows his progression as an artist.”

For Megan, working with the team designing 
public engagement programmes to enrich visitor 
experiences was the most rewarding aspect of the 
internship.

“The Peggy Guggenheim Collection was a good 
place to go to see how galleries are responding to 
issues of accessibility. It is quite ahead at creating 
programmes for different groups. They have a 
programme for blind and low-sighted visitors – 
which is refreshing to think about for an art gallery, 
which is so visually focused.”

This piqued her interest in the “learning side” of 
museums and galleries. It is one she wants to 
follow.

Megan is now enrolled in her masters degree at 
the University of Auckland and is keen to explore 
more international internships to refine where Art 
History leads her. ■

Megan Bennett

A unique view of the art world
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A legacy to Private Law
“There is real power in Emeritus Professor Brian Coote’s name – and having it 
attached to my position and my research,” says Professor Jodi Gardner.

The Darwin-born, first-in-family lawyer took up 
the new Coote Chair in Private Law, funded by 
a generous bequest from the late Brian Coote, 
in April 2023, remotely until she and her family 
relocated from the University of Cambridge to 
Auckland in September. Her focus now is to build 
on the legacy established by Professor Coote – and 
to take scholarship in private law into unchartered 
territories.

Brian Coote CBE, a renowned Private Law expert, 
taught at the Auckland Law School for 33 years. 
His legal scholarship influenced many decisions of 
the House of Lords and other senior courts in the 
Commonwealth.

Jodi’s respect is palpable. “A legend in contract 
law, the excellent Brian Coote!” In another breath, 
she chuckles at their differences. He represented 
“the traditional standard orthodox private law”, 

whereas her research is considered “a little 
leftfield”.

“Brian Coote was a very doctrinal man — and 
the inaugural Chair has gone to a socio-legal 
community-focused relatively young mother of five. 
I think he would be quite happy to see his legacy 
live on and show that contract law and private law 
means so many different things. There is not one 
model of academic excellence in this area, it is an 
incredibly wide field.”

Jodi has her own long list of accolades. Her 
scholarship is an emerging mix, an intersection of 
private law with social welfare and geography and is 
very much grounded in the human experience. She 
has studied and worked at the University of Oxford 
and Cambridge, has a variety of visiting positions 
across the world, and is frequently asked to advise 
government bodies and policy institutions.

“I think that private law can learn from other 
disciplines – and should think about how its rules 
work in the lived experience of the people they 
apply to.”

A consumer and insurance lawyer at the time of 
the 2010-11 Brisbane floods, Jodi saw many 
traumatised communities. This focused her 
resolve to explore how the law could be used to 
stand up for and protect the people who are most 
vulnerable.

“People were fighting to keep their families 
together, fighting for their very existence. They 
didn’t have the energy to take on the insurance 
companies – and we were there fighting for 
them. It was incredibly rewarding work – for me it 
highlighted the power of law and, in particular, the 
power of law – if left unchecked – to manifest and 
continue inequalities.”

Jodi’s current research looks beyond the 
expectation for the Government to solve poverty.

“Ensuring everyone has the bare minimum level 
of resources is often thought of as a government 
obligation. That misses a big part of the story – 
which is how our private law structures are set 
up, and how, often, they exacerbate existing 
inequalities and vulnerabilities. Different 
mechanisms in our private law are meant to apply 
equally. In reality, they punish the people who are 
most vulnerable. In my research, I am looking for 
how private law can respond to these issues.”

“I’ve also just started an empirical research project 
on class action lawsuits and litigation funding with 
some colleagues in Australia. It is a similar area to 
the work being undertaken by Nikki Chamberlain, a 
fabulous senior lecturer at University of Auckland, 
and I look forward to working with her in the 
future.”

“Class actions provide a fantastic hypothetical 
way to get legal redress and assert legal rights 
without individually paying for the entire costs of 
legal action. There is real potential to do good, 
to champion access to justice and to respond to 
inequalities. The other side is that there hasn’t 
been much work from the consumer’s perspective, 
whether they understand their rights and 
obligations, the costs involved and what they are 
giving up by being part of the class action.”

Looking ahead, Jodi is very much looking forward 
to helping to foster the next generation of private 
lawyers. She hopes to inject more pro bono, 
clinical legal education, and practical legal training 
into the curriculum here in Auckland.

“Understanding the law in the lectures and 
textbooks is valuable – but often that doesn’t 
reflect the law that is on the ground in everyday 
life. A clinical legal education and pro bono work 
gives an invaluable opportunity to see how the law 
works, in practice. I think it makes a more well-
rounded, empathetic law graduate.”

Jodi was eager to teach a summer intensive on 
consumer law, followed by torts in the 2024 year. 
She has already taken on supervision of doctoral 
candidates with an array of research projects 
at Auckland looking at class actions, consumer 
protection and the intersection with marketing, 
Chinese contract law and intertrade disputes.

“The intersection of private law will become an 
increasingly important area as society seeks to 
find ways to tackle poverty and inequality beyond 
direct government support and sees what other 
institutions and what other mechanisms can be 
used to try and make New Zealand as fair a place 
as possible.” ■

“	People were fighting to keep their families together, fighting for their very 
existence. They didn’t have the energy to take on the insurance companies 
– and we were there fighting for them. It was incredibly rewarding work – 
for me it highlighted the power of law and, in particular, the power of law 
– if left unchecked – to manifest and continue inequalities.”

Dr Nikki Chamberlain (left) and the Coote Chair in Private Law, Professor Jodi Gardner
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CAST now has a dedicated team of 17 artists 
and researchers who are creating rich resources 
in art education and researching their effects, 
sometimes after calamitous events all around the 
world, including the recent severe flooding in New 
Zealand.

With demand increasing worldwide for the work of 
CAST, Peter O’Connor, who is its founding director, 
is happily welcoming a new co-director – Poet 
Laureate Professor Selina Tusitala Marsh, best 
known for her powerful poetry, her “Mophead” 
series of children’s books and for being chosen as 
Commonwealth poet by Queen Elizabeth II.

Selina, says Peter, is the perfect match for the role. 
“Her poetry has power and beauty, just right for 
the Centre’s work, and she has a special energy 
that connects her with others and allows her to 
create the resources they need.” 

“We call ourselves co-pilots,” he says.

Selina has, for the last two years, been working on 
a project the Centre is conducting with the Sir John 
Kirwan Foundation to build mental health and life 
satisfaction in primary school children.

Teased as a child for her wild, curly hair, she is 
now inspiring other children with her journey from 
“mophead” to Poet Laureate, with a “crowning 
glory” instead of a “mop”. Through her “Mophead” 
series of children’s books – three so far – she 
encourages the children to value their points of 
difference and to work out how to use their own 
interests, talents and imagination to create the 
lives they want to lead. 

The co-director role, she says, will allow her to 
be open to research opportunities, to work with 
people and communities to bring about change 
that she knows they really want and need. 

During Covid, CAST contributed strongly to 
the response to the worldwide crisis, with arts 
programmes created to cope with lockdown and 
its aftermath that were downloaded 500,000 
times and used in 114 countries.  Members of the 
CAST team, in one of its many current projects, are 
refreshing and enhancing the art curriculum at all 
levels in New Zealand schools. Others are currently 
creating and researching a transformative arts 
programme for Maui Island in Hawaii, to help heal 
people and rebuild strong communities after the 
recent disastrous wildfires.

Much of CAST’s work has been made possible by 
the wonderfully generous support of The Chartwell 
Trust, the principal and founding donor.

“This is a real philanthropic partnership based 
on trust and confidence,” says Peter. “Further 
generous funding over five years gives our team the 
freedom both to plan in advance and to respond to 
invitations to do high-value work when a sudden 
need arises.”  ■

	 Teased as a child for her wild,  
curly hair, she is now inspiring 
other children with her journey 
from “mophead” to Poet Laureate,  
with a “crowning glory” instead  
of a “mop”. 

New co-pilot for transformation
The arts are all about transformation, says Professor Peter O’Connor at the 
University’s Centre for Arts and Social Transformation (CAST).

He knows how troubled youths can be restored 
through the power of drama to find a gentler 
way of being in the world; how the people in a 
community torn apart by natural disaster can 
be brought together again through the power of 
storytelling; how our children can be equipped 
– through painting, performance, poetry, music – 
with the tools to build a better world.

“Art is the superpower at the centre of education,” 
he says.  “The arts have the power to change 
people’s lives.”

And that was the vision that sparked the creation 
of the Centre. It also resonated with the legendary 
Bob Dylan, who became and remains the Centre’s 
patron.  

“ Art is the superpower at the 
centre of education,” he says.  
“The arts have the power to 
change people’s lives.”

Spreading the word to Buckingham Palace
A visit last November to the royal palace in London for the Queen’s Commonwealth Essay 
Competition awards gave Professor Selina Tusitala Marsh, ONZM, a unique opportunity to 
increase awareness of the work of the Centre for Arts and Social Transformation.  

Her gift for Queen Camilla, who hosted the awards, was a copy of her recent book,  
Wot Knot You Got: Mophead’s Guide to Life.

In a brief chat she mentioned the purpose of the book and the real-life stories of the children 
who had inspired it.  

Queen Camilla said she found it charming, says Selina.

Professor Peter O’Connor and Professor Selina Tusitala Marsh
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Rare and precious keys
to a musical career
“Our students have the whole history of keyboard music at their fingertips,” says 
Stephen De Pledge, Head of Piano at the University’s School of Music.

He looks with pleasure across the room at a 
large array of beautiful early instruments – 
harpsichords, clavichords, fortepianos – forming 
just a part of the University’s rare and precious 
early keyboard instrument collection, dating from 
the 1600s all the way to the present day. The 
most recent addition is a virtual organ donated by 
the late Graeme Edwards, a valued supporter of 
the early music programme.

Stephen plays a few notes on the nearest 
fortepiano and listens intently to the sound.

“Our students have many choices,” he says. “They 
can play Bach on a harpsichord, Mozart on a 
Viennese piano, Chopin on a fortepiano from the 
mid-19th century. And as they play they hear the 
sounds the early composers heard.

“This greatly extends their technical skills and 
opens new doors for performance; but it also 
enhances their piano playing. Knowing what Bach 
was hearing while he was composing helps inform 
their own choices for interpretation 300 years 
later.”

An annual highlight for students and staff – and a 
treat for Auckland music lovers – is the salon-style 
recital at which students compete for the generous 
Anna Nathan Prize in Early Keyboard Music.

“We’re lucky to have the support of a person like 
Anna Nathan,” says Stephen. “She understands 
the importance of the programme, appreciates 
how talented our students are, and sees how it 
enhances their career opportunities at a time when 
early music is in the midst of a revival.

“She has also gifted a beautiful clavichord to the 
University’s collection.”

He said she was thrilled with the standard in the 
last recital, which featured five finalists playing the 
harpsichord. “This was a truly lovely occasion. These 
instruments are not very often heard in concert. A lot 
of people in that room had never heard a harpsichord 
live before. I heard people saying they’d had no idea 
the sound would be so beautiful or the atmosphere so 
intimate.” 

The harpsichord, like the fortepiano, is a domestic 
instrument made to be played in an intimate space. 
The venue, Viela in Karangahape Road, kindly loaned by 
School of Music alumnus Jack Bourke, was “very stylish, 
not huge but beautiful, like someone’s elegant drawing 
room”.

To the top prize-winner, Xavier Manetto-Munro, “it felt 
a little like a large dinner party, held in an aristocratic 
home, with pauses for harpsichord pieces and then a 
return to festivities. The recital was conducted in a way 
that helped bring the history of the harpsichord alive.”

For the students, said Stephen, the recital was like “a 
spreading of the wings”, a chance to be with and perform 
for others after many months of practice alone in a room.

“On stage the performers open up and that’s a thrill to 
see. You can feel the connection when the people in the 
audience focus and respond – and that rapport is a vital 
part of a young musician’s training.”

Said Xavier, who is now specialising in early music for 
his masters degree, “it was an exciting way to cap off the 
course, to build towards a performance that is not just 
for examiners but for a very attentive audience of people 
who love the music.” ■

“	They can play Bach on a harpsichord, 
Mozart on a Viennese piano, Chopin 
on a fortepiano from the mid-19th 
century. And as they play they hear the 
sounds the early composers heard.”

From left: Dr David Chisholm, Stephen de Pledge, Dr Marie Ross, Anna Nathan and Xavier Manetto-Munro
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The Chancellor’s Circle

2023 MEMBERS

Organisations
David Levene Foundation 
The UK Friends of The University of Auckland

EXISTING MEMBERS

Individuals
Cook Family
Estate of Brian Coote
The late Sir Graeme Douglas and Lady Ngaire Douglas
Lynne Erceg
Sir Owen G Glenn
Goodfellow Family
Annette and Neal Plowman Family
Dr Beate Schuler
Estate of Warwick and Judy Smith
Estate of John W Turnbull

Organisations
Aotearoa Foundation
Auckland Medical Research Foundation
Cancer Research Trust NZ - Titikaha Rangahau i nga Mate Pukupuku
Cancer Society Auckland Northland
Cancer Society of New Zealand
Cure Kids
Energy Education Trust of New Zealand
Flu Lab
Foundation North
Freemasons
Friends of the University of Auckland (US)
George Mason Charitable Trust
Heart Foundation
Hugh Green Foundation
Li Liangren Family Trust
Maurice and Phyllis Paykel Trust
Neurological Foundation of New Zealand
New Zealand Lottery Grants Board
Passe & Williams Foundation 
Perpetual Guardian
Presbyterian Methodist Congregational Foundation (Inc)
Trimble Inc.
Wellcome Trust
Woolf Fisher Trust

Special recognition for over $50 million
Auckland Medical Research Foundation 
Cancer Society Auckland Northland

The Sir Maurice O’Rorke Society
Members of this society have made total contributions to the University of more  
than $5 million. 

The Chancellor’s Circle recognises generous philanthropists who, over the 
years, have made important contributions to the University of Auckland. 
Partnerships with these generous supporters have provided opportunities 
for this country’s most talented young people to gain a world-class  
education, whatever their financial circumstances, and for our researchers 
to create knowledge that will transform our futures. Second time a charm

for aspiring architect
Having taken an unconventional route  
to entering university, Sophia Yapedzieff-
Watson is more determined than ever 
to realise her dream of becoming an 
architect.  

The 22-year-old, who is the first in her family to 
attend university, completed her first year of a 
Bachelor of Architecture in 2023, a degree she 
entered with the help of a Tertiary Foundation 
Certificate (TFC) and subsequently an Alumni 
Scholarship for Tertiary Foundation Certificate 
Students.

The TFC is a bridging programme for students 
lacking the preliminary grades necessary to enrol 
in university courses. It helps motivated students 
get up to speed academically and prepare for the 
rigours of university study. 

For Sophia, the programme offered her a second 
chance to pursue her architectural goal. After 
initially enrolling in her second choice of study, 
design school, Sophia soon realised she would 
never be happy compromising on her dream. And 
so leaving her design studies to pursue full-time 
work for a stint, Sophia reenrolled as a student in 
the TFC programme in 2022 – determined that 
this time she would make the cut. 

“I had a lot more drive than at high school so I 
really enjoyed my TFC experience and found the 

support at TFC really helpful,” she says. “It was great 
to have that opportunity to come back to university.”

After completing the one-year certificate, Sophia 
was encouraged by her teachers to apply for 
an Alumni Scholarship for Tertiary Foundation 
Certificate Students. To her surprise, she won the 
scholarship, which not only helped cover some 
of her living costs but also gave her a valuable 
confidence boost.

“I’d never even thought of applying for scholarships, 
I never thought I was the type to get a scholarship, 
so it was really, really cool.”

The Alumni Scholarship for Tertiary Foundation 
Certificate Students was established in 2019 and 
is funded by the Alumni Scholarships Fund, which is 
supported by donations from the University’s alumni 
and friends made through our appeal programme.

Sophia says it’s inspiring to know that programmes 
like the Tertiary Foundation Certificate exist to offer 
students an alternative pathway into university 
and that she’s extremely grateful to all those who 
donated to the University’s appeals.

“It makes me feel like there’s someone believing in 
tertiary students,” she says. “And it really does take 
a lot of pressure off the first year for students like me 
who may not have started their university life  
the ideal way.”
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EXISTING MEMBERS	

Individuals
Bruce and Donna Aitken
Estate of Anne Bellam
Charles Bidwill
Estate of Patricia Carroll
Estate of Barbara and Robert (Bob) Dawn
John and Rose Dunn
Tim and Cathie Edney
Tony and Heather Falkenstein
Estate of Carlo and Julie Fiorentino
Gus and Irene Fisher
Sian Elias and Hugh Fletcher
Dame Jenny Gibbs
Kim and Jeanette Goldwater
Dr Bruce and Dr Wendy Hadden
Paul Kelly
Dr John and Marylyn Mayo
Antony and Margaret Morris
Sir Douglas Myers
Agnes Paykel
Lesley Shelly
Estate of Sidney Taylor
Estate of Mr Murray Wren

Organisations
AGMARDT
Alan Maxwell Trust
Arthritis New Zealand
ASB Bank
The Atlantic Philanthropies
Auckland Council
Auckland Hospitals Research and 

Endowment Fund
Bank of New Zealand
Beca
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
Breast Cancer Cure
Breast Cancer Foundation NZ
Buchanan Charitable Foundation
Buckley Systems
The CatWalk Spinal Cord Injury Research 

Trust
The Chartwell Trust
Chau Hoi Shuen Foundation
Development West Coast
The Dines Family Charitable Trust
Edith Winstone Blackwell Foundation Trust

Fehl Charitable Trust
Fisher & Paykel Appliances
Fletcher Building Employee Educational Fund
Friedlander Foundation
Glavish Family Trust
Green Lane Research and Educational Fund
The Hearing Research Foundation
Hugo Charitable Trust (“Hugo”)
The Hynds Foundation
International Fund for Animal Welfare
Jacobs Engineering
The Joan Mary Reynolds Charitable Trust
John Weeks Trust/AUSA
Jubilee Crippled Children Foundation Trust
The Kate Edger Educational Charitable Trust
The Kelliher Charitable Trust
Leukaemia & Blood Cancer New Zealand
The Liggins Institute Trust
Li Ka Shing Foundation
Link Research and Grants
Lion Foundation
Mercury NZ Limited
MSA Charitable Trust
Neuro Research Charitable Trust - Bernard 

and Kaye Crosby
New Zealand Law Foundation
New Zealand Leadership Institute
Novo Nordisk Pharmaceuticals
Oakley Mental Health Research Foundation
Oticon Foundation
Pasifika Medical Association
Pigeon Mountain & Halcyon Days Trusts 

Partnership
Ports of Auckland Limited
Professor J E Caughey Alcoholism and Abusive 

Substances Trust
PwC
Ralph and Eve Seelye Charitable Trust
Rawhiti Trust
Stevenson Foundation
Sunset Foundation (Inc)
Taurus Charitable Trust
Templeton Religion Trust
The Sir Thomas and Lady Duncan Trust
Vodafone NZ
Westpac New Zealand

The Sir George Fowlds Society
Members have made total contributions of between $1 million and $5 million. 

2023 MEMBERS

Individuals
Estate of Patricia and Peter Bergquist
David and Corina Silich

Organisations
Anne Reid Memorial Fund
Cystinosis Research Foundation
First Foundation
The McCall MacBain Foundation
The Michael J. Fox Foundation for  

Parkinson’s Research
Watercare Services Limited
Wright Family Foundation

EXISTING MEMBERS	

Individuals
Estate of Margaret Andrews
Andrew Bagnall
Garth and Judy Barfoot
Anna Bidwill
Grant G Biggar
Ian and Estelle Billings
Barbara and Helen Blake
Estate of Ida Mary Booth
Dr Greg Brick
Dr John Buchanan
Estate of Margaret Burland
Estate of Helen Cadman
Timothy G Cameron
I. K. and Solan Chan
Estate of Carole Cliff
Valrae Collins
Erika and Robin Congreve
Estate of Edward Connolly
Estate of Ronald Cooper
Peter and Lizzie Coote
Estate of Jeanette R Crossley
Emeritus Professor Raewyn Dalziel
Elaine Davies
Sir Roderick and Lady Gillian Deane
Estate of Gwynn Duncan
Graeme M Edwards
Estate of James and Alison Erikson
Georgene Fawcett
Stuart C Feigin
Christine Fernyhough
Estate of Davida Fitzgibbon
Roger and Julie France
Professor Raoul Franklin
Leonid Frants
Huanjiao Gan
Gavin and Janice Gerrard
Sir Colin and Lady Giltrap
Andrew and Elle Grant
Diana Green
John Griffin
Lyla Haddon
Estate of Campbell Hagan
Professor Patrick and Anneliese Hanan
Estate of Alison H Hanham
Estate of Elizabeth Heard
Lloyd Herring
Jean Heywood
Greg and Shelley Horton
Michael Horton
Henry and Trudy Hudson
Manying and Ming Ip
Robert Irwin
Dr Robin and Ruth Isaacs
Estates of Frank and Doreen Jones
Estate of Nancy Jones
Sir Robert Jones
The Kraus Family
James A Lennon

2023 MEMBERS

Individuals
John Alexander
John and Anne Burton
Estate of David Thomas Eddleston
Margaret Edwards
Theresa Gattung CNZM
McPhee Rozenberg Family
Estate of Margaret Rose Till

Organisations
Argosy Property
Education Development Center Inc
Eyal & Marilyn Ofer Family Foundation
The Heart Research Institute NZ
JDRF International
Leducq Foundation
Medical Research Institute of New Zealand
The Sir Michael Jones Foundation
Muscular Dystrophy Association of New 

Zealand
The Pindrop Foundation 
Stantec New Zealand
Telethon Kids Institute
Vision Research Foundation Charitable Trust
Winstone Wallboards Ltd
Wood Industry Development and Education 

Trust
WWF-New Zealand
Youthtown

Christopher P Liddell
Estate of Walter Linton
Jim and Hazel Lord
Sir Colin Maiden
Jonathan and Mary Mason
Graham and Shona Matthews
Professor Ngaire McBeath
Ian and Rosie McCrae
Estate of Jean McCubeary
Estate of Lynette C McHale
Kerry and Bob McMillan
Fady M Mishriki
The Murray Family
Anna Nathan
Jon and Louise Nicholson
Anne and David Norman
Estate of Corrine Opie
Amelia Pais-Rodriguez and Marcus Gerbich
Dr. Neil Paton and Louise Paton
David V Pearce
Brian and Sue Picot
Estate of Marjorie Prince
Beverley Randell
Joan M Ready
Estate of Professor John and Reverend Jill 

Richards
Geoff and Fran Ricketts
Kevin, Rowena and Rebecca Roberts
David and Dian Ross
Lyndy and Mark Sainsbury
Scott Family
Suzanne and Brian Service
Estate of Bettina D Sharman
Estate of Elsie Shrimpton
Professor Peter Smith
Dr Richard Sorrenson and Professor Helen 

Sword
Estate of Evelyn Steer
Vicki and Scott St John
Estate of Nicholas Tarling
Cecilia Tarrant
Sir Edmund and Lady Thomas
Ray and Joan Thompson
Eric and Patricia Tracey
M and M Trotter
Gregory and Kathryn Trounson
Estate of Kathleen Annie Veza
Mildred Weissman
Carolyn Werner and the late Dr. James 

Sheldon
Michael Whitehead and Felicity Barnes
Hadley Wickham
The Wickham Family
Professor Joanne Wilkes
Estate of Professor Leslie Woods
David and Angela Wright
Estate of Elsie L Wright

The Sir Douglas Robb Society
This society recognises donors who have given a total of between $100,000  
and $1 million to the University of Auckland.
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Organisations
Action on Hearing Loss
AECOM New Zealand Ltd
AFT Pharmaceuticals Ltd
Agilent Technologies
AH Somerville Foundation
Air New Zealand
Alcohol Advisory Council of New Zealand
Alcon Laboratories
The Allan & Joyce Ballantyne Medi & Surg Educ 

Research Trust
Allergan Australia
Allied Telesyn Research
Alzheimers New Zealand Charitable Trust (Inc)
The Angus Family Trust
Antarctica New Zealand
Architectus
Asia New Zealand Foundation
Association for International Cancer Research
The Asthma and Respiratory Foundation of 

New Zealand (Inc)
AstraZeneca
Auckland Eye Research Educational Trust
Auckland Heart Group Charitable Trust
Auckland Private Education Charitable Trust
Auckland University Engineers Association 

Charitable Trust
Auckland War Memorial Museum
Australian and New Zealand College of 

Anaesthetists
Australian Paediatric Endocrine Group
Baxter Healthcare Ltd
Beatrice Ratcliffe Charitable Trust
Bell Gully
Biomed Limited
Blind Low Vision NZ
Blue Scope Steel
Bollard Charitable Trust
The Bone Marrow Cancer Research Trust
The Boston Consulting Group
Boyd Clarke Foundation
The Broad Foundations
Brookfields Lawyers
The Burr Foundation
The Butland Medical Foundation
Bupa
Burnett Foundation Aotearoa
Cadbury New Zealand
Cancer Research Campaign Board
Carter Holt Harvey
Centre for Clinical Research and Effective 

Practice
Cerebral Palsy Alliance
Chapman Tripp
Chiang Ching-kuo Foundation for International 

Scholarly Exchange
Child Cancer Foundation
Chisholm Whitney Family Charitable Trust
CHT Healthcare Trust
CoDa Therapeutics
Cognition Institute
Coker Charitable Trust
Colliers International
Colorectal Surgical Society of Australia & New 

Zealand Foundation
COMET Auckland
Communio Limited
Compania Minera Meridian

Comvita New Zealand Limited
Conservation International
CooperVision
Covidien
Danone Nutricia Ltd
David and Genevieve Becroft Foundation
DB Breweries
Deloitte
Deutsche Bank
Diabetes New Zealand Auckland Branch
The Dick Roberts Community Trust
Donny Charitable Trust
Downer New Zealand Limited
Dubai Cares
The Edwards Charitable Trust
Elam Trust for Art & Design
Electricity Engineers’ Association of New 

Zealand (EEA)
Ember Korowai Takitini
Employers and Manufacturers Association 

(Northern)
Endocore Research Trust
Ernst & Young
The Evelyn M Harrison Scholarship Trust
Eye Institute
Fertility Associates
Figment Foundation
Fisher & Paykel Healthcare
The Fletcher Trust
Fonterra Co-operative Group Ltd
Fraser Thomas Ltd
Frederich Kurstein Anthonsen Research 

Charitable Trust
The Fred Hollows Foundation NZ
Gaze Foundation
Genesis Energy
The George Beca Education Award Trust
The Gerrard and Marti Friedlander Charitable 

Trust
GlaxoSmithKline New Zealand
Great Mercury Island Limited
Great Potentials Foundation
Gut Cancer Foundation
H B Williams Turanga Trust
Hauser-Raspe Foundation
Hawke’s Bay Medical Research Foundation
Health Care Aotearoa
Heartland Bank
Heavy Engineering Research Association 

(HERA)
HEB Construction Ltd
HOPE Foundation for Research on Ageing
HP New Zealand
Hudson Global Resources
I Have a Dream Charitable Trust
The IHC Foundation
International Centre for Entrepreneurship 

Foundation
International Union Against Tuberculosis and 

Lung Disease
International Union for Conservation of Nature
InternetNZ
Invitrogen
The Japan Foundation
John D and Catherine T MacArthur Foundation
The John Drake Memorial Scholarship Trust
The Sir John Kirwan Foundation

John Templeton Foundation
Kalman Trust
Keystone New Zealand Property Education 

Trust
King Street Advertising
Kiwiplan NZ
Korea Foundation
Korea Research Foundation
KPS Society Limited
L P Trust
LAM Charitable Trust
Lane Capital Group Ltd
Liggins Property Trust
Live Ocean Charitable Trust
The Lou and Iris Fisher Charitable Trust
Lynette June Sullivan Trust
MADE Foundation Trust
March of Dimes Birth Defects Foundation
The Marie Clay Literacy Trust
Matthew Oswin Memorial Trust
The Mercia Barnes Trust
Michael and Suzanne Borrin Foundation
Microsoft New Zealand
Minter Ellison Rudd Watts
MND New Zealand
Momentum Waikato Community Foundation
Movember Foundation New Zealand
Mylan
Mylan NZ Ltd.
MYOB
NAR Foundation
National Alliance for Research on 

Schizophrenia and Depression Inc
National Breast Cancer Foundation (Australia)
National Geographic Society
The Nature Conservancy Trust (TNC)
New Zealand Antarctic Research Institute
New Zealand Carbon Farming Group
New Zealand Cot Death Association
The New Zealand Dementia Prevention Trust
New Zealand Optometric Vision Research 

Foundation
New Zealand Orthopaedic Association Trust
New Zealand Pharmacy Education and 

Research Foundation
New Zealand Society of Gastroenterology
Newmarket Rotary Charitable Trust
NEXT Foundation
Norman F B Barry Foundation
North Shore Teachers College Trust
Norwegian Refugee Council
Novartis New Zealand
The Nurture Foundation for Reproductive 

Research
NuVasive (Aust/NZ) Pty Ltd
NZ Association of Optometrists Education & 

Research Fund
NZ Society for the Study of Diabetes
OceanaGold Corporation
Oceania & Eastern Group
The Ockham Foundation
Oracle New Zealand
Oxford Nutrition
PaR nz Golfing Holidays
Pfizer Pharmaceuticals Group
Pharmacia New Zealand
Phyllis Rathby Wilson & Bruton Sweet Trust

Potato Productions Pte Ltd
ProCare Health
Prostate Cancer Foundation of New Zealand 

– Te Kahui Mate Pukupuku Repe Tatea o 
Aotearoa

Rakon Limited
RAND Corporation
Remuera Bowling Club
Retina Australia
Riley Consultants Limited
Robert Leitl Chair in Optometry  

Charitable Trust
Roche Products (New Zealand) Limited
Rocket Lab Ltd
Rockwool Foundation
Rotary Club of Downtown Auckland
Rotary Club of Ellerslie Sunrise
The Royal Australasian College of Physicians
Royal Australasian College of Surgeons
The Royal Australian and New Zealand 

College of Ophthalmologists
The Royal New Zealand College of General 

Practitioners
Sanofi-aventis Australia
Save Sight Society
Scientific Committee on Problems of the 

Environment
Seismic Micro-Technology
Shundi Group
Silicon Valley Community Foundation
Simplicity Foundation
Sir John Logan Campbell Residuary Estate
SKYCITY Entertainment Group
Sleepyhead Manufacturing
Solid Energy
Spark New Zealand
The Starship Foundation
Stroke Foundation of New Zealand Northern 

Region Incorporated
Taiwanese Trust Board
Tamariki Pakari Child Health and Wellbeing 

Trust
Team McMillan BMW
The Tindall Foundation
The T M Pacey Family Trust
The Todd Foundation
Tom Cat Trust
Tonkin & Taylor
The University of Auckland Society
Vector
Vernon Tews Education Trust
Vodafone NZ Foundation
Waikato Medical Research Foundation
Waiwetu Trust
The Wallath Trust
Warren Architects’ Educational Charitable 

Trust
Wellington City Council
The Sir William and Lady Lois Manchester 

Charitable Trust
The William Chick Scholarship Trust
William Demant Foundation
The Wishbone Trust
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INDIVIDUALS

Thank you to our 2023 donors
Ella Acheson
John Adams
Roseline Afoa
Lynne Ahkan
Lois Ahlquist
Jacinta Aholelei
Peter Aimer
Bruce Aitken
Richard Aitken
Eraclis Akhniotis
Alana Alexander
Fraser Alexander
Karim Alipour
Harvey Alison
Ihsan Al-Khateeb
George Allan
Sylvia Allan
Jacqui Allen
Tina Allen-Mokaraka
Lisbeth Alley
Stephanie Allison
Nikki Amosa
Colin Anderson
Doug Anderson
John Anderson
Neville Anderson
Pip Anderson
Stephen Anderson
Yen Peng Ang
Stuart Angel
John Anstice
Jackie Antonievich
Rachel Apiti
Dana Aplin
Logan Apperley
AJ Appleyard Rush
Eric Arbuthnot
David Armishaw
Rosemary Armstrong
Sue Armstrong
David Atkins
Victoria Atkins
Nigela Atwill
Kinman Au
Michael Austen
Janet Austin
Mike Austin
Lucia Avery
Elena Bacarji
David Bacchus
Erich Bachmann
Andrew Bagnall
Heather Bailey
Alexander Baker
Brent Baker
Hiwa Baker
Jennifer Baker
Kriselle Baker
Nicola Baker
Philip Baker
Dhilan Balia
Derek Ball
Graeme Ballantyne

Peter Bansgrove
Miranda Baptist
Alyssa Barbieri
Kathryn Bardak
Luka Baresic
Henry Barfoot

Geoffrey Barlow
Cynthia Barnard
John Barnard
Felicity Barnes
Margaret Barnett
Jack Barnston
Matt Barrett
Caroline Barron
Brian Barry
Maggie Barry
Belinda Bartle
Emma Bassett
Nicole Bassett
Lynda Batcheler
Philip Bates
Elizabeth Beaven
Elizabeth Beavon
Jeffrey Becroft
Brian Bedggood
Jessica Beever
Frances Bell

Leonard Bell
Sean Bell
Warwick Bell
Nancy Benard
Judy Bendall
Christopher Bennett
Markus Benter-Lynch
Mark Bentley
Richard Benton
Brett Bercich
Estate of Patricia and  

Peter Bergquist
Zeev Berkowitz
Jeffrey Berryman
Simon Best

Paul Beveridge
Mohit Bhogal
Grant G Biggar
Melissa Bignell
Rick Bigwood
Karmyn Billing

Ian and Estelle Billings
Jennifer Birch
Clinton Bird
John and Sarah Bird
Robert Bisacre
Quentin Blackshaw
Suzanne Blackwell
Barbara and Helen Blake
Helen Blake
Margaret Blakeley
Peter Blanchard
Nina Blumenfeld
Judith Blumenfeld Hoadley
Martin Blythe
Paul Bondsfield
Ruth Bonita Beaglehole
Kerryn-Ruth Botting
Judith Bottinga
Marina Bourdeix Lane
Eric Bowater
Margaret Bowater

Michelle Bowie
Thomas Bowie
Malcolm Bowman
James Boyne
Angela Bradley
Robin Brandt
Je Lan Brash
Megan Bray
Murray Brewer
David Bridgman
Colin Bright
Ali Broadbent
Martin Brooke
Harvey Brookes
Margaret Brothers

Angela Brown
Bettina Brown
Grahame Brown
June Brown
Peter Brown
Phil Brown

Shirley Brown
Denis Browne
Elizabeth Browne-Russell
Forrest Brownlie
Claire Bruell
Murray Bryant
Dr John Buchanan
Silke Buck
Bernard Budel
Jeneva Burns
John and Anne Burton
Graham Bush
Norma Bush
Paul Bushnell
Keith Buswell
Estate of Louis James 

Butler
John Button
Michael Cadman
Jane Caldwell
Louise Callan

Kenneth Cambie
Robert Cameron
Dorothy Cameron-Gavin
Malcolm Campbell
Maurice Carey
Rose Carlyle
Scott Carnachan
Cathie Carr
Grant Carroll
Grant Carruthers
Susana Carryer
David Carter
Ron Carter
Gary Carver
Leo Casey

Bruce Cassey
Alan Cato
John Challis
Sue Challis-Morrison
Graham Chambers
Estee Chan
Rita Chan
Ngaire Chaplin
Brett Chapman-Richards
David Chapple
Areta Charters
Steve Charters
Graeme Chatfield
Trevor Cheeseman
Susan Chen
Ingrid Cheung
Tuan Chien
Chen Chin
Eric Chiu
Wilson Chiu
Eun Cho
Libby Chow
Otto Chow
Suk Chow
Tony Chrisp
Maureen Christensen
Shiprah Christian
Andrew Chu
Yu-Hsuan Chuang
Dorothy Chung
David Claridge
Anne Clarihew
Andrew Clark
Faye Clark
David Clarke
Kath Clarke
Ray Clarke
Sara Clarke
Dale Clarkson
Adrienne Cleland
Brendan Clifford-Walsh
Terry Cockfield
Greg Coelho
Bernadette Coetzer
Ally Cohen
Margaret Coldham
Gina Cole
Peter Cole
Carolyn Coll-Bassett
Gerald Collett
Jenny Colley
Cheyenne Collier
Arthur Collins
Phyllis Collins
Michele Comeau
Richard Compton
James Condon
Barbara Connell
Francis Cook
Jocelyn Cooney
Joanna Cooper
Rosemary Cooper
Estate of Brian Coote

Maxwell Cope
Dale Copeland
Janet Copsey
Simeon Copsey
Jan Corbett
Molly Cosgrove
Jack Cottrell
Sharyn Coull
Tamzin Coull
Elaine Cowlin
Andrew Cox
Peter Coyle
Philip Crampton
Margaret Crannigan Allen
Janet Crawford
Lucy Crawford
Judith Crimmins
Mark Crossley
Felicity Crowe
Math Cuajungco
Neil Cullimore
Keith Cullum
Paul Cunningham
Mike Curran
Richard Cutfield
Fredric Dahms
Geoff Dalbeth
Barbara Daly
Grant Daniel
Andrew Dart
John Davenport
David Davies-Payne
Fiona Davies-Payne
Brian Davis
Gabrielle Davis
Kathryn Davis
Lindy Davis
Judith Day
Roger Day
Russell Day
Michael Daymond-King
Rae de Lisle
Daniel de Vries
Sir Roderick and  

Lady Gillian Deane
John Delugar
Lynette Demegilio
John Dempsey
Margaret Denton
Paul Denyer
Kavita Deobhakta
Rita Devenish-Meares
Anna Dickie
Bruce Dickson
Miles Dillon
Robyn Dixon
Kelly Doan
Gay Dobbie
Wendy Dodds
Mark Donaldson
Michael Donovan
Gerard Doolin
The late  

Sir Graeme Douglas and 
Lady Ngaire Douglas

Richard Douglas
Somchai Doungkhae
Cynthia Dove

Bob Drey
Samuel Drinkwater
Peter Dryburgh
Rohan D’Souza
John Duder
Arvind Dullabh
Bill Duncan
John and Rose Dunn
Mark Duxbury
Brenda Dwane
David Dwerryhouse
Katherine Dyer

Richard Ebbett
Margaret Edwards
Jeremy Egerton
Raewyn Elder
Victoria Elias
Loretta Elive-

Daunakamakama
Warwick Elley
Michael Elliot
Gavin Ellis
Brent England
Stuart English
Darrell Enright
Ivan Erceg
Sylvia Erceg
Rosemary Erlam
Manu Erwin

Ron Etzion
David Ewan
Denise Ewe
Susan Ewen
Jon Ewer
Jane Ewing
Trina Fair
Hanno Fairburn
Mark Farnsworth
Michael Farrell
Andrew Faulkner
Peter Fehl
Robert Felix
Peter Feltham

Frank Ferguson
George Ferguson
Ian Ferguson
Ross Ferguson
Darien Finnerty
Sean Finnigan
Kirsten Finucane
Gus and Irene Fisher
Stephen Fisher
Brian FitzPatrick
Ella Fleet
Stephen Fleming

Richard Flower
Margaret Fogg
Benson Fong
Fook Fong
Robert Fong
Mary-Rose Fonua
Siew King Foo
Morag Fordham
Louise Forman
Richard Forster
Gary Fowler
Petina Fowler
Mikaela Foy
William Francis-Dittmer
Andy Franklin
Leonid Frants
Nicola Frater

Anne French
Helen Frith
Michael Frith
Ross Galbreath
Amy Gao
Julie Gardiner
Vivvek Gargi
Elisabeth Garrett
Patsy Garrett
Ross Garrett
Lee Garth
Theresa Gattung CNZM
Alan Gautier
Stuart Gaze

Nathan George
Peter Gibson
Jan Gilbert
Catherine Gilhooly
Peter and Wendy Gillespie
Ken Gillingham
Lynne Gilmore
Estate of B Gilray
Jennifer Goldsmith
Nick Goldwater
Teja Gonuguntla
Marion Goodfellow

Alan Goodyear
George Gorringe
Kallie Goulding
Shiu Goundar
Stuart Gower
Bruce Graham
Freddie Graham
John Graham
David Grant
Ian Grant
Curtis Gravance
David Gravatt
Alia Gray
Ellie Gray
Greg Gray
Michael Gray
Robert Gray

Rodney Gray
Cynthia Green
George Green
Adrienne Greenwood
John Gribben
Patricia Gribble
Adaleen Griffith
Ron Grimes
Belynda Groot
Andrew Gunn
Madeline Gunn
Liang Guo
Judith Gust
Jacqueline Guthrie

Jairo Gutierrez
Paul Gutierrez Quiroga
Brendan Haddock
George Hall
Joseph Hall
Murray Hall
Wayne Hall
Jacqueline Hammond
Ping Han
Maureen Hancock
Jennifer Hand
Maxine Handford
Barry Hanlon
John Hanna
David Hansen
Mary Harding
Christopher Hardley
Liz Hardley
Holly Hardy
David Hare
Sarah Hargreaves
Anne Harkness
Fiona Harkness
Bruce Harland
Charles Harland
Andrew Harmos
Carly Harris
Sean Harris
Yvonne Harris
Graeme Harrison
Graeme and Robyn Hart
Jenny Hart
Pamela Hart
Gaile Hartner
Colin Harvey
Kelly-Ann Harvey
Alastair Haslam
Katherine Hawke
David Hay
Ron Haydon
Karen Hayman
Chris Hays
Alan Hayward
Paul Hayward
Shahla Heard
Peter Heath
Kathryn Hedges
Heather Heilbron
Patricia Heinecke
Shelley Heiss-Dunlop
Makiko Hellyer
Estate of Bruce Henderson
Mike Hendy
Jane Henrys
Philip Herbert
Merle Hibbs
Elizabeth Hickey
William Hicks
Christine Higgins
Bob Hill
Mary Hill
Maureen Hill
Rosemary Hill
Stephen Hill
Heather Hine
James Hine
Gaik Ho
Legri Hobson

“To be awarded this scholarship has blown 
me away – I am so so happy and so so 
uplifted. Ngā mihi nui from the bottom of 
my heart. 
                                     – Education and Social Work student

“	Thank you many times over for this gift –  
I will use it wisely to better the health  
and lives of the people around me.” 
                                    – Medical and Health Sciences student

“	As an aspiring commerce student, receiving 
this scholarship has been a tremendous 
blessing for me and my educational 
journey.” 
                                                           – Business student

“This scholarship has allowed me to focus 
on my studies and give back in a way that 
is meaningful to the community and my 
future career goals. Thank you for the 
support you provide to students. It has 
made a difference in my life!” 
                                                           – Science student
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Paula Morris
Tom Morris
John Morrow
Derek Mossman
Anna Mowbray
Peter Mullins
Donna Mummery
Jessie Munro
Mike Murdoch
Estate of Alan Maxwell 

Murphy
Judith Murphy
Madeline Murphy
Emma Murray
Nicki Murray
Sharissa Naidoo
David Nalden
Robert Narev
Nehemaiah Naris
David Nash
Guy Nash
Anna Nathan
Richard Neale
Harley Neil
Michael Neill
Caid Nelson
Helen Newfield
Katie Newton
Natalie Ngan
Hoanh Ngo
Thac Ngo
Anh Nguyen
Bruce Nicholls
Jon Nicholson
Andrew Nicoll
Warwick Nicoll
April Nixon
Lois Nixon
Anne and David Norman
Richard Northey
Fiona Northway
Hannah Norton-Thomson
Jennie Oakley
Annis O’Brien
Philip O’Carroll
Richard O’Dowd
Irene Ogilvie
Brian O’Hagan
Michelle O’Hanlon
Margaret Oldham
Bronwen O’Leary
Finella O’Leary
Gemma O’Leary
Greg O’Leary
Robyn O’Leary
Helena Olsen-Arts
Scott Optican
Kirsten Orec
Ruth Osborne
Tanja Ottaway Parkes
Alex Ough Dealy
Ann Owen
Bruce Owen
Thomas Owen
Peter Owens
Murray Pachal
John Packer
Faye Pahulu

David Palairet
Viola Palmer
Warwick Palmer
Richard Pamatatau
Karen Pang
Anastasia Papadakis
Rachel Paris
Shee-Jeong Park
Clarissa Parker
William Parkinson
Tony Parsons
Ian Parton
Roger Partridge
Sanjay Patel
Veeral Patel

Barry Paterson
Betty Paterson
Ron Paterson
Julian Paton
Dr Neil Paton and  

Louise Paton
Tashya Paul
Tuifua Paunga
Ann Paykel
Judy Payne
James Peacock
Carey Pearce
Helen Pearce
Lisa Pedersen
Janne Pender

Jessey Peng
Kerry Pennell
Joppe Penning
Shaun Pennycook
Roy Percival
Patricia Pereira
Bernard Pesco
Valma Pettit
Maxine Pfannkuch
Yvonne Phillips
Penelope Pickard
Susan Pickering
Brian and Sue Picot
Catherine Pikholz

Ellen Pilaar
Steve Pilcher
Heather Pinder
Jean-Francois Pirus
Kerry Playle
Graeme Pollock
Ka Pong
Apinant Pongsupaht
Leonard Poon
Gillian Poplur
Neil Poskitt
Bruce Postlewaight
Callan Postma
Richard Power
Deo Prasad

Douglas Pratt
Warwick Prebble
Colleen Prendergast
Helen Price
Jennifer Price
Liam Price
Elizabeth Priest
John Priestley
Ronald Prinn
Donald Prior
Barbara Procter
David Prosser
Phillip Puhotau
Paul Pui
Murray Purvis

Graeme Putt
Benjamin Qu
Darryn Rae
Heather Rae
Manea-Mikayla Raea
Neil Raines
Georgina Ralston
Lehi Ramage
Mythily Ramanathan
Paul Ranby
Tony Randerson
Hineiwi Rangi
Robin Ransom
Shridhar Rathi

Peter Raudnic
John Ray
John Read
Peter Reed
Catherine Rees
Glenn Rees
Rose Rees-Owen
Estate of Alexander Regan
Noel Reid
Sue Reidy
Claire Relph
Cliff Revell
Roger Reynolds
Peter Rhodes
Averill Richardson

Mary Riches
Brian Ricketts
Geoff and Fran Ricketts
Peter Riddick
Nane Rio
Paul Rishworth
Anna Roberts
Kevin, Rowena and  

Rebecca Roberts
Bill Robertson
Gillian Robertson
John Robertson
Semele Robertson
David Robinson
Richard Robinson

Viviane Robinson
Melanie Roger
Edgar Romans
Stuart Rose
Alison Ross
David and Dian Ross
Heidi Rosser
Alan Routley
Michael Rowe
Peter Rowe
Sally Rowe
Victor Rowland
Christine Rupp
John Sadler

Lyndy and Mark Sainsbury
Peter Salmon
Astrid Sandberg
Roche Sanson
Sue Sargent
Bi Ru Sau
Monica Saunders
Stanley Saw
Sarah Sawrey
Dean Schluter
Werner Schmidt
Patricia Schnauer
Donald Schnell
Elizabeth Schollum
Dr Beate Schuler
Luitgard Schwendenmann
Felix Scott
Margaret Scott
Scott Scott
Scott Family
Vicki Seagar
Teik See
Penelope Sender
Richard Seton
Kenneth Seward
David Shahar-Yu
Colin Sharman
Tracey Sharp
Ian Shaw
Jing Shen
Mary Sherwood
Gordon Shroff
Joseph Shuker
Diana Siew
Simon Sigley
Martha Silaen
David and Corina Silich
David Simcock
Heather Simpson
Kenneth Simpson
Lester Simpson
Mark Sinclair
Mala Sinhalage
Paul Sinton
Dianne Sisley
Peter Skegg
Greg Smale
Pattrick Smellie
Anna Smith
Charlotte Smith
Dennis Smith
Derek Smith
George Smith and  

Leslie Anne Smith
Joanna Smith
Leslie Smith
Nicky Smith
Patricia Smith
Peter Smith
Rosalie Smith
Shane Smith
Shirley Smith
Susan Smith
Vanessa Smith
Kathryn Smits
Dave Smyth
Kate Snow
Michael Soon Shun Khiong

Barbara Hodge
Virginia Hogg
Clive Holborow
Les Holborow
Keith and Luke Holland
Henry Hollis
John Holmes
Victor Holmes
Ian Hood
Margaret Horsburgh
David Horton
Frances Horton
Greg and Shelley Horton
Michael Horton
Patricia Howden
Aiguo Patrick Hu
Vincent Huang
Henry and Trudy Hudson
Anne Hughes
Paul Hughes
Timothy Hughes
Done Hulley
Angela Hume
Bruce Hume
Edward Hunkin
Jonathan Hunt
Mahlaqa Husain
Jill Huston
Denise Hyde
Earl Irving
Grant Irving
John Irving
Ta Iuli
Elizabeth Ivory
Charles Jack
Megan Jack
Chris Jackson
Patrick Jackson
Robert Jackson
Michael Jameson
Lisa Jarvis
Iswari Jayanandan
Wendy Jeffrey
Christine Jenkin
Murray Jenkin
Estate of David Newlands 

Jenkins
Theresa Jenkins
Elizabeth Jenner
Peter Jensen
Alan Jermaine
Raymond Joe
Estate of Beverley Gay 

Johnson
Molly Johnson
Naomi Johnson
Aria Jones
Christine Jones
Estate of Jane S Jones
Lynette Jones
Ripley Jones
Robyn Jones
Vivien Jones
Steve Jordan-Law
Fiona Joshi
Eric Joslin
Sean Joyce
Nicola Judkins

Zoe Juniper
Vincent Kan
Champak Kapadia
Patricia Karl
Susan Kay
Delamy Keall
Michael Keir-Morrissey
Kenneth Keith
Claudia Kelly
Deirdre Kelly
Bernard Kendall
Susan Kendrick
Paul Kennerley
David Kent
Alison Kenyon

Mere Kepa
Gerry Kessell-Haak
Rosanne Keys
Mahrukh Khan
Tahoura Khansari
Boris Khasnov
Ah Ang Khoo
Shane Kilian
Robert Kilpatrick
Gracia Kim
Jaekyoo Kim
Lydia Kim
Sunwoo Kim
Andrea King
John King
Thomas King
Graeme Kitto

Denise Kivell
Bronwen Klippel
Keryn Kliskey
Kerry Knight
Bridget Kool
The Kraus Family
Peter Kusabs
John La Roche
Bob Lack
Jayesh Lad
Yih-Liang Lai
Nathaniel Landingin
Denis Lane
John Langdon
Chris Larmer
Gaynor Larsen

Robbin LaRue
Shuk Yee Lau
Trevor Lau
Henry Law
Emily Lawrence
Rodney Lawrence
Calum Lawson
Jan Lawson
Liam Law-Telea
David Layzell
Penny Le Couteur
Ah Ram Mea Lee
Bona Lee and Charlton Tse
Jim Lee
Julia Lee

Shuk Lee
Sin Lee
Yew Lee
Hugh Lees
Katy Leeson
George Leih
Chi Him Leung
Leo Leung
Shirley Leung
Yew Kwong Leung
Colin Leung-Harrison
Diane Levy
Valerie Levy
Philippa Leys
Minzhen Li
Zhiping Li
Rosemary Lim

Bob Lindsay
Hamish Linklater
Helen Linssen
Michael Linzey
Erik Lithander
Chee Loh
Yi Huang Loh
Judith Lopdell
Graham Lord
Hazel Lord
Cody Loveridge
Gary CK Low
Wong Fook Low
Mavis Lowe
Ross Luke
Katherine Luketina

Linda Lum
Thomas Lumley
Clifford Lyon
David Lyon
Martin Ma
Alastair MacCormick
Jennifer Macdonald
Richard Macedo
Donald Macgregor
Don Mackay
Roderick Mackay
Wayne MacKenzie
Allan Mackey
Catherine Mackness
Cluny Macpherson

Steven Maelan
Jenny Mahoney
Maryanne Mahoney
Sir Colin Maiden
John Maindonald
Mary Makaola
Deborah Malaghan
Samuel Malcolmson
Jeanette Mallinson
Mary-Anne Malpas
Simon Malpas
Neil Mander
Edward Mandow
Deano Manga
Celia Mannion
Maree Mansor
Tsitsi Mapepa

Ross Marks
Stephanie Markson
Deborah Marshall
Simon Marshall
Fran Martin
Christine Maslowski
Barbara Mason
Jonathan and Mary Mason
Amelia Masters
Des Mataga
David Mather
Penelope Mathew
Graham and  

Shona Matthews
Robin Matthews
Trevor Matuschka

Christopher Maud
Garth Maxwell
Malcolm Maxwell
Peter Maxwell
Trevor Maxwell
Dave May
Dr John and Marylyn Mayo
Lyn McAllister
Andrew McAlpine
Andrea McBeth
Allan McCarthy
Jane McCartney
Cheyanne McConnell
John McDonald
Maureen McDonald
Robert McGuigan
Tom McGuinness
Catherine McHattie
Shona McIntyre-Bull
Alan McKay
Pip McKay
Derrick McKee
Alyson McKegg
David McKenzie
Marta McKenzie
Estate of Alan Clyde 

McLean
Jenny McLean
John McLean
Ron McLean
David McManus
Brian McMath
Kerry and Bob McMillan
Patrick McNamara
Helen McNaughton
Stuart McNaughton
Ian McNeill
Jenny McPherson
Peter McQueen
Mark McSweeney
Brent Meekan
Joan Metge
Kate Methven
Dorothy Meyer
Garth Middleton
Andrew Miers
Marion Mikkelsen
Gorham Milbank
John Millener
Karen Miller
John Milligan
Eric Mills
Chris Milne
Rikky Minocha
Bill Mitchell
Blake Mitchell
Alpa Modi
Aisyah Mohamed Rehan
Rosie Mok
Tandia Molina
Anthony Moores
Julia Moran
Christine Morey
Trevor Morgan
Antony and Margaret 

Morris
Ben Morris
Brett Morris

“	Knowing that my research is funded by a 
philanthropic donation is deeply gratifying.” 
                              – Medical and Health Sciences researcher

“	I feel very honoured to have been awarded 
this and am grateful for the huge impact it 
will have on my studies and my future in  
the legal profession.” 
	              – Law student

“	Receiving this scholarship means much 
more to me than words can adequately 
express. Thank you once again for your 
generosity and for helping me in my PhD 
journey.” 
                                                       – Engineering student

“	I feel extremely grateful and honoured to 
have been awarded this scholarship, and 
I can’t even begin to express the extent to 
which this will impact my life.” 
                                   – Medical and Health Sciences student

2023 
OVERVIEW

THANK YOU HIGHLIGHTS  
OF 2023

CHANCELLOR’S 
CIRCLE

OUR 2023 
DONORS

UNIVERSITY OF  
AUCKLAND 

FOUNDATIONS

FOUNDATION 
FINANCES

INVESTMENT 
REPORT

FINANCIAL 
STATEMENTS

CONTENTS 2023 
OVERVIEW

THANK YOU HIGHLIGHTS  
OF 2023

OUR 2023 
DONORS

OUR 2023 
DONORS

UNIVERSITY OF  
AUCKLAND 

FOUNDATIONS

FOUNDATION 
FINANCES

INVESTMENT 
REPORT

FINANCIAL 
STATEMENTS

CONTENTS



Annual Report to Donors 202336 37The University of Auckland 37The University of Auckland36

Margaret Southey
Margaret Sparrow
Philip Speary
Graham Spence
Catherine Spencer
Scott Spicer
Lindsay Spilman
Ryan Sproull
Andrea Spurdle
Lisa Stamp
Amanda Stanes
Sean Stanning
Ana Stastny
Susan Steedman
Elizabeth Steele
Nelly Steinemann
Laura Sterup
Richard Stevens
Fiona Stewart
Zoran Stojanovich
Christine Stone
Raewyn Stone
Russell Stone
Erica Stretton
Barbara Strong
Stephen Strother
Kim Stychinsky
John Sullivan
Helen Sumich
Jane Sutherland
Ross Sutherland
Kulasoumiya 

Suththananthathas
Eileen Swan
Rick Swan
Christopher Swasbrook
Jordan Swenson-Noyes
Kaci Sykes
Jerry Talbot
Royden Tallon
Ai Tan
Yoke San Tan
Wylie Tang
Kahlea Tau
Melenaite Taumoefolau
Christine Taylor
David Taylor
Greg Taylor
Maggie Taylor
William Taylor
Jasmin Te Ahuru
Sewa Tehara
Autumn Telleman
Graeme Thomas
Lloyd Thomas
Curtis Thompson
Karen Thompson
Kate Thompson
Maxwell Thomson
Kathleen Thorne
Mary Thorne
Deborah Thornton
Phread Thurston
Yee Ping Tian
Madeleine Tilley
Braiden Timothy
Stephen Titter
Basti Todd

Jennifer Todd
Takiri Te Ata Tohe
John Tonkin
Olivia Tonkin

Roger Toplis
Lesley Topping
Eric and Patricia Tracey
Patricia Tracey
Clare Travaglia
Sophia Travers
Nicholas Travis
Gregory and Kathryn 

Trounson
Hing Lung Eric Tsang

Erik Tse
Mandy Tse
Marcus Tsoi
Joseph Tsui
Fatima Tualau
Priscilla Tu’i
Nina Tuialii
David Tuller

Shane Tuohy
Margaret Turnbull
Brian Turner
Alexander Twaddle
Glendon Tyler

David Udy
Graham Ungemuth
Martin Upsdell
Narendra Uttam

Michael van der Gulik
Catherine Van Paassen
Anna van Pomeren
Frank Van Ruyssevelt
Peter Vickers
Thiraphat Vilaithong
Geoffrey Vincent
Eva Katarina Vleugels
Maurice Voss
Susan Waddell

James Wadham
Bruce Wakefield
John Wakeman
Gavin Walker
Robyn Walker
Grant Wallace
Tony Wallis
John Walls

Jennie Walsh
Lily Wang
Xin Wang
Yijing Wang
Kenneth Ward

Nigel Warin
Pauline Warrington
Andrew Watson
Whitney Watson

Rina Watt
Katherine Watts
Ross Waugh
Caroline Wearn
Raymond Webb
Robert Webb
Penelope Weber
Lorne Weir
Murray Wells
Pamela Wells

John Werry
Alison Wesley
Claire West
Mike Whale
Alexa Whaley
Michael Whaley
Sheana Wheeldon
Adair Wheeler

William White
Michael Whitehead and 

Felicity Barnes
Cliff Whitelaw
Karen Whiterod

Janet Whiteside
Raewyn Whitham
The Wickham Family
Hadley Wickham
John Wilcox
Professor Joanne Wilkes
Kirsty Wilkinson
Lawrence Wilkinson
Estate of Allen and  

Betty Williams
David Williams
Mike Williams
Paul Williams
Clare Wilson
Richard Wilson
Sonya Wilson
William Wintle
Catherine Wishart
Neville Wishart
Celia Wong
Edward Wong
Samuel Wong
Tin Yan Wong
Antony Wood
Sue Wood
Peter Woodcock
Alec Woods
Jack Woodward
Keith Wooldridge
Alex Worker
Simon Worker
Jill Worrall
David Worsnop
David Wren
David and Angela Wright
Elizabeth Wright
Estate of Elsie L Wright
Gordon Wright
Graham Wright
Ian Wright
Judith Wright
Valerie Wright-St Clair
Reagan Wu
Miles Wyatt
Andrea Wylie
George Wyman
Megan Wynne-Jones
Tianyu Xu
Danielle Yang
Kendra Yarrow
Susanna Yau
Paula Yeatman
Leslie Yeats
Su Yee
Jack Yeung
Ho Yip
Peter Yoon
Catherine Young
Heather Young
Jennifer Young
Peter Young
Kenny Yu
Gloria Yuen
Gina Yukich
Robert Yule
Nikki Zapol
Jian Zhang

ORGANISATIONS 
A O’Sullivan & Associates Ltd
Accounting and Finance Association of Australia & NZ
ACH Consulting Engineers
Acorn Foundation
AECOM New Zealand Ltd
AGMARDT
Alan Maxwell Trust
Alice Lawyers Limited
Allen & Overy
Alzheimer’s Disease Research Foundation
Alzheimers New Zealand Charitable Trust (Inc)
Alzheimers New Zealand Incorporated
Anderson Lloyd
Andrew Smith Family Trust
Anthony Harper
Applied Technology Council

Arthritis New Zealand
Asia-Pacific Network for Global Change Research
Association of Chartered Certified Accountants
Auckland Foundation
Auckland Hospitals Research and Endowment Fund
Auckland Library Heritage Trust
Auckland Medical History Society
Auckland Medical Research Foundation
Auckland Transport
Auckland University Engineers Association
Auckland University Press
Augustus Services Ltd
AURECON New Zealand Pty Ltd
Australian Institute of Nuclear Science and Engineering
AVS Air Systems
Baker Tilly Staples Rodway
Beatrice Ratcliffe Charitable Trust
BEATrust
Beca
Bell Gully
Black & Veatch Foundation
Blackwell Residential Trust
Boeing
Boffa Miskell Limited
Bollard Charitable Trust
Boyd Clarke Foundation
Breast Cancer Cure
Brian and Kay McMath Charitable Trust
Buchanan Charitable Foundation
Buddle Findlay
Burnett Foundation Aotearoa
Cancer Research Trust NZ - Titikaha Rangahau i nga Mate Pukupuku
Cancer Society Auckland Northland
Cancer Society of New Zealand
CBRE Limited
Centre for Clinical Research and Effective Practice
Chartered Accountants Australia and New Zealand
Chefs for Compassion
Cheryl Macaulay Foundation
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia
Chillisoft

Chisholm Whitney Family Charitable Trust
City of Nelson Civic Trust
City Space Architecture
Clearpoint Ltd
Colliers International
Connells Bay
Copyright Licensing Ltd
CPA Australia
Cure Kids
CureGRIN Foundation
Cystinosis Foundation Ireland
Dahching Electric Industrial Co Ltd
David Levene Foundation
Delegat Limited
Deloitte
Department of Conservation
Diocesan School for Girls
Domain Productions
Donny Charitable Trust
Douglas Goodfellow Charitable Trust
Downer New Zealand Limited
Dubai Cares
East Asia Transnational
E-Counting Partners Ltd
Education Development Center Inc
Electricity Engineers’ Association of New Zealand (EEA)
Elizabeth Michael Uniforms Limited
Ember Korowai Takitini
Emerald Corporate Group
Energy Education Trust of New Zealand
Engineering New Zealand Foundation
Ensemble Limited
Ernst & Young
EuroVintage Limited
Eyal & Marilyn Ofer Family Foundation
Facilities Management Association of New Zealand
Falkenstein UoA Business School Charitable Trust
Fehl Charitable Trust
Fehl Trust
Fendalton Eye Clinic
Fergus Software Ltd
Fight MND

Figment Foundation
Fisher & Paykel Appliances
Fisher & Paykel Healthcare
Fisher & Paykel Healthcare Foundation
Flacks & Wong
Fletcher Building Employee Educational Fund
Forsyth & Associates Ltd
Frances Horton Family Trust
Fraser Thomas Ltd
Freemasons
Freemasons Foundation
Freemasons Lodge Discovery No 501
Frequency NZ Ltd
Friedlander Foundation

“	This scholarship represents more than 
just financial assistance; it represents a 
vote of confidence. Your generosity is not 
only a means for pursuing success but a 
confirmation of my passion.” 
                                                         – Science student

“	Your generosity has not only lightened 
my financial load, but it has also inspired 
and motivated me to excel academically 
and make the most of this invaluable 
opportunity.” 
                                                          – Science student

“	I cannot thank you enough for the 
generosity you have offered me. As a 
diligent student, I will make the most of 
this incredible opportunity and set out to 
achieve as highly as possible.” 
                                                              – Law student

“	I cannot express my gratitude 
enough for how much of a 
difference this scholarship will 
make to me and my family.” 
                                                  – Arts student

“	I am grateful to be the recipient 
of such generous support of our 
research.” 
                                          – Science researcher
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Friedreich Ataxia Research Association NZ
Friends of the University of Auckland (US)
Furgerson Limited
Future Earth International
Gentrack Limited
George Mason Charitable Trust
Government Superannuitants Association - Auckland Branch
Gow Family Trust
Great Potentials Foundation
Green Cross Health Limited
Green Lane Research and Educational Fund
Grover Consulting
Gut Cancer Foundation
Halter Limited
Heart Foundation
Heartland Bank
Holmes NZ LP
Honeywell Ltd
HOPE Foundation for Research on Ageing
Horne Family Fund
Hudson-Nilon Medical Research Foundation Ltd
Hugh Green Foundation
Informa UK Ltd
Infosys
InternetNZ
Jacobs Engineering
Jones Lang Lasalle Ltd
Jubilee Crippled Children Foundation Trust
K J P Investments Ltd
Kauri Rescue Trust
Kershaw Investments
King’s College (Auckland)
Kircassock Trust
KPMG
Krukziener Properties
Lane Capital Group Ltd
Leducq Foundation
Leukaemia & Blood Cancer New Zealand
LexisNexis
Lilburn Trust
Lincoln Properties Trust
Live Ocean Charitable Trust
Lystra Charitable Trust
Ma Whero Education
Massachusetts General Hospital

Maurice and Phyllis Paykel Trust
Max and Nola Knight Charitable Trust Board
Mayne Wetherell
McConnell Dowell Constructors Ltd
MediaWorks Radio
Medical Research Institute of New Zealand
MedicAlert Foundation
Mercy Radiology
Meredith Connell
Metlife Care
Michael and Suzanne Borrin Foundation

Minds for Minds Trust
Ministry of Maori Development
Minter Ellison Rudd Watts
Mokaraka Trust
Momentum Waikato Community Foundation
MSA Charitable Trust
Muscular Dystrophy Association of New Zealand
Mussel Reef Restoration Trust
MYOB
Neuro Research Charitable Trust - Bernard and Kaye Crosby
Neurological Foundation of New Zealand
New Zealand Aluminium Smelters Ltd
New Zealand Business and Parliament Trust
New Zealand Carbon Farming Group

New Zealand Dermatological Society
New Zealand Hospital Pharmacists Association
New Zealand Institute of Building Surveyors
New Zealand Institute of Food Science & Technology Inc
New Zealand Marine Research Foundation
New Zealand Optometric Vision Research Foundation
New Zealand Pharmacy Education and Research Foundation
New Zealand Society of Gastroenterology
New Zealand Society of Otolaryngology Head and Neck Surgery
New Zealand Superannuation Fund
Nicholas Tarling Charitable Trust
Norman Disney & Young
Norman F B Barry Foundation
North Tugz Ltd
NZ Architects Co-operative Society Ltd
NZ Association of Optometrists Education & Research Fund
NZ-UK Link Foundation
Oakley Mental Health Research Foundation
Office of the Privacy Commissioner
Om Pharma SA
Orbit World Travel
Oxford University Press
Pacific Lawyers’ Association Inc
PaR nz Golfing Holidays
Pasifika Futures Limited
Passe & Williams Foundation 
Penguin Random House NZ
People with Parkinson’s Incorporated
Perpetual Guardian
Pharmaceutical Society of New Zealand
Pharmacy Guild of New Zealand
Pipe Vision NZ Ltd
Potentia
Powerco Limited
Probus Club of Newmarket
Property Institute of New Zealand
Prudentia Law
Public Trust
PwC
Rakon Limited
Ralph and Eve Seelye Charitable Trust
Raye Blumenthal Freedman Trust
Red Stag TimberLab Ltd

“	Just knowing that someone is 
supporting my academic pursuit 
with financial assistance really 
helps motivate me to succeed.” 
                                             – Science student

“	Thank you from the bottom of my 
heart for this scholarship. Words 
cannot express how much this 
means to me.” 
                                             – Law student

“	Without this support, we and our 
collaborators would not have been 
able to make the exciting advances 
we have.” 
                 – Medical and Health Sciences researcher

Remuera Lions Club Charitable Trust
Rest Assured Respite Charitable Trust
RG Douglas Limited
Richard Maclaurin Goodfellow Foundation
Richmond Chambers
Riley Consultants Limited
Rise Group Trust Board
Rob Dewhirst Consulting Limited
Robert Horton Memorial Trust
Rockfield Trust
Rondel Robert J & Co
Rotary Club of East Coast Bays
Rotary Club of Newmarket Inc
Royal Aust & NZ College of Obstetricians & Gynaecologists
Royal Forest & Bird Protection
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors Oceania
Royal New Zealand College of Urgent Care
RTA Studio
Rule Foundation
Samsung Electronics NZ Ltd
Save Sight Society
Scarlet Architecture Ltd
Secretariat of The Pacific Community
SGS New Zealand Ltd
Shea, Pita and Associates Ltd
Shortland Chambers
Shundi Group
Sid at The French Cafe
Simon Devitt Photographer Ltd

Simply Privacy
Simpson Grierson
Siphala Foundation
Sir Hugh Kawharu Foundation
Sir John Logan Campbell Medical Trust
Society of Petroleum Engineers
Solar Action
Southern Cross Migration Ltd
Southlodge Investments Limited
St Matthew-in-the-City
Stanford University - Wu Tsai Human Performance Alliance
Stantec New Zealand
Steel Rollformed Products Ltd
Stevenson Foundation
Te Moananui O Toi Restoration Trust
Te Toka Tumai Auckland - Te Whatu Ora
The Aachen Trust
The Ada Kathleen & Barbara Ellen Watson Scholarship Trust
The Angus Family Trust
The Braithwaite Thompson Educational Fund
The CatWalk Spinal Cord Injury Research Trust
The Chartwell Trust
The Cornwall Park Trust Board
The Dines Family Charitable Trust
The Evelyn M Harrison Scholarship Trust
The Frank and Doreen Jones Cancer Research Trust
The Fred Hollows Foundation NZ
The Goodfellow Foundation

The Gut Foundation
The Hearing Research Foundation
The Hynds Foundation
The Kate Edger Educational Charitable Trust
The Kelliher Charitable Trust
The Maria Family Trust
The Marie Clay Literacy Trust
The Masfen Foundation
The McCall MacBain Foundation
The Mercia Barnes Trust
The Nature Conservancy Trust (TNC)
The New Zealand Founders Society Incorporated
The Nurture Foundation for Reproductive Research
The Parnell Hotel And Conference Centre
The Pindrop Foundation 
The Royal New Zealand College of General Practitioners
The Royal Society of Chemistry
The SA and GJ Ombler Charitable Trust
The Sir John Kirwan Foundation
The Sir Thomas and Lady Duncan Trust
The Sir William and Lady Lois Manchester Charitable Trust
The Tautoko Trust
The Todd Trust
The UK Friends of The University of Auckland
The University of Auckland Case Club
The University of Auckland Society
The Wallath Trust
The William Chick Scholarship Trust
The Wishbone Trust
The World Child Cancer Charitable Trust
To Life Ltd
Tompkins Wake
Tonkin & Taylor
Tony Bartley Architect
Total Ground Engineering
Tower Insurance
TR & HM Heaps Family Trust
Trounson GK Trust
TruePoint Ltd
Two Degrees Mobile Limited
U3A Manurewa
U3A Takapuna
University of Oxford
Vernon Tews Education Trust
Vertical Horizonz
Victoria League
Vision Research Foundation Charitable Trust
Waiwetu Trust
Warren and Mahoney
Warren Architects’ Educational Charitable Trust
Watercare Services Limited
Webb Henderson
Wellcome Leap Inc.
Whitehall Technical Services Ltd
Winstone Wallboards Ltd
Wolters Kluwer
Wood Industry Development and Education Trust
Woolf Fisher Trust
WWF-New Zealand
Worsfold Design Limited
Wright Family Foundation
WSP
Xero Limited
Youthline Auckland Charitable Trust
Youthtown
Zuru Toys New Zealand Limited
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The University of Auckland Foundation 
Group is responsible for receiving, 
investing and distributing gifts to 
support students, teaching and 
research at the University of Auckland.

The University of Auckland
Foundations The University of Auckland  

Foundation Trustees 2023	
Geoff Ricketts CNZM (Chair until 10 March 2023)
David Carter (Chair from 11 March 2023)
Roger France ONZM (Chair – Investment Committee)
Liz Hickey MNZM (Chair – Audit Committee until  
31 December 2023) 
Jonathan Mason
Dr Arthur Morris
Sarah Roberts (until 8 December 2023)
Lyndy Sainsbury ONZM
Miriam Dean CNZM, KC (from 2 June 2022)
Alice Mew (from 2 June 2022)
David Bridgman (from 2 June 2022)

The University of Auckland Medical and 
Health Sciences Foundation Trustees 2023
Dr Arthur Morris (Chair) 
Associate Professor (Adjunct) John Dunn 
Professor John Fraser (until 31 December 2023)
Mr Darren Manning
Ms Lyndsey Partridge
Dr Kathryn Philipson
Faye Sumner CNZM
Harry White (until 28 November 2023)
The US Friends of  

The US Friends of  
The University of Auckland Board 2023	

Dr Peter Rajsingh (Chair)
Grant Biggar	
Tim Cameron	
Professor Dawn Freshwater	
Quentin Hills	
Dr Lynette Jones	
Dr Simon Talbot	
Jody Visser

The Group comprises the University of Auckland 
Foundation (Registered Charity CC10985) and  
the Medical and Health Sciences Foundation 
(Registered Charity CC30871).

Trustees of both boards meet four times a year 
to oversee and approve the use of gifts and the 
investment of funds, and other fiduciary duties. 
The Investment Committee meets quarterly to 
review investment policies and performance. 
It receives regular advice from its investment 
consultant, Cambridge Associates. The Audit 
Committee works closely with the Foundation’s 
auditors (EY) to prepare the annual financial 
statements, manage risk and ensure processes  
are robust.

Thank you to our international board volunteers
The UK Friends and US Friends of the University of Auckland play a crucial role in supporting our alumni 
engagement and fundraising endeavours overseas. Our sincere thanks to the respective boards for their 
ongoing commitment and support of the University in 2023 and beyond.

At 31 December 2023, the University 
of Auckland Foundation managed funds 
valued at $398.7 million across the 
Current Use Investment Pool (CUIP) and 
the Endowment Investment Pool (EIP).

Foundation Investment Pools

Current Use Investment Pool (CUIP)
At 31 December the CUIP had a closing balance  
of $91.1 million.

The CUIP is invested in a range of investments, 
designed to maintain the value of the capital 
and ensure adequate liquidity to meet short and 
medium-term distribution requirements. The CUIP 
is primarily invested in ‘defensive assets’, including 
term deposits and fixed interest.

Endowment Investment Pool (EIP)*
At the end of 2023 the EIP had a closing balance 
of $307.6m. Each endowment gift received by 
the Foundations is invested into, and allocated 
its share of, the EIP which is structured for long-
term growth while also allowing for some of the 
investment income to be distributed to support its 
intended purpose, be that a scholarship, research 
programme or academic position. Further details 
on how the fund is invested and its performance is 
provided on the next page.

Investing donors’  
money responsibly
The Trustees seek to balance optimal  
investment returns with the goal of creating 
a portfolio that follows the best practices of 
responsible investing. Trustees will appoint 
fund managers who apply the principles of 
responsible investment and have the appropriate 
policies and practices in place to do so.

The Foundation will not invest in funds that 
invest in companies that derive any revenue from 
fossil fuel reserves, illegal or nuclear weapons, 
or the manufacture of tobacco products.

The Foundation seeks to include sustainable 
investment managers when institutional  
quality options are known and available.  
Trustees favour such managers, assuming  
they demonstrate reasonably comparable 
investment characteristics relative to their  
non-sustainability peers.

Investment in fossil fuel reserves has now 
effectively been eliminated from the portfolio.  
In the Foundation’s 2023 annual fossil fuel 
review only 0.0075% of the Foundations’ 
investments were held in companies deriving 
revenue from fossil fuel reserves.

The UK Friends of  
The University of Auckland Board 2023	
Eric Tracey (Chair)
Natalie Baragwanath
Matt Barrett
Lady Rosemary Buchanan
Michael Butler
Dr Seth Rankin
Sean Topham
Jon Vollemaere
Robert Whitehouse
Dr Penelope Brook (appointed 30 March 2023)
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The Endowment Investment Pool enjoyed a strong performance in 2023, returning 
11.8%. After a difficult year in 2022, it was pleasing to see the rebound in 
investment returns.

While strong returns are always welcome, uncertainty and downside risks remain. The Foundation’s Investment 
Committee and its investment consultant, Cambridge Associates, therefore, continue to manage the fund prudently with 
a view to achieving long-term growth.

*	 100 percent currency hedged

**	 50 percent currency hedged

***	60 percent currency hedged
▲	 Publicly listed securities
■	 Privately held; unlisted securities

Endowment Investment Pool Performance 2023

These returns are calculated at the pool level (by Cambridge Associates) using the industry-standard, modified Dietz method. This method 
calculates total pool returns on a monthly basis. Each underlying investment is valued individually and a monthly weighted average return is 
calculated. Monthly pool returns are then calculated into annual returns on a time-weighted basis.

The EIP is managed economically by the Foundation. It charges no fees for the internal management of the bank term deposits.  
The total fees charged by external managers amount to no more than 0.85 percent per annum of the EIP’s average monthly balance.

The EIP represents the bulk of the Group’s equity; the balance is made up of its current use and specified investment pools and operating accounts.

4343

*University of Auckland Foundation and Medical and Health Sciences Foundation combined

The figures contained in these consolidated financial statements do not include philanthropic income received directly by the University of Auckland  
and only reflect cash received in that financial year.

In 2023, the University of Auckland Foundation and Medical and Health Sciences 
Foundation (together, the “Group”) received $37.6 million in gifts, and made 
distributions of $24.6 million.

These summary financial statements have been extracted from the Group’s 2023 audited financial statements but are themselves unaudited. 
They are provided to give interested persons a succinct overview of the Group’s financial performance. The full and audited financial statements 
(which give a more complete understanding of the financial performance, financial position and cash flows of the Group) are available online 
at “www.uoafoundation.org.nz” or may be requested in writing from Paul Cunningham, Foundations General Manager, Alumni Relations and 
Development, The University of Auckland, Private Bag 92019, Auckland 1142.

Consolidated Summary Statement of Comprehensive Revenue and Expense For Year Ended 31 December 2023

GROUP*

2023
$,000

2022
$,000

Gifts and Legacies 37,601 34,230

Investment Gain 35,914 (30,461) 

Reversal of impairment loss on Entrepreneurial Challenge investment                      –                      –

Operating Expenses (820) (1,058)

Distributions and Grants (24,642) (20,377)

Total Comprehensive Revenue and Expense for the Year 48,053 (17,666)

Consolidated Summary Statement of Changes in Equity For the Year Ended 31 December 2023

2023
$,000

2022
$,000

Equity at the Beginning of the Year  303,500  321,166

Total Comprehensive Revenue and Expense  48,053  (17,666)

Equity at the End of the Year 351,553 303,500

Consolidated Summary Statement of Financial Position As at 31 December 2023

2023
$,000

2022
$,000

Current Assets  42,023  29,826

Non Current Assets 369,930 330,770

Current Liabilities (60,400) (57,096)

Net Assets 351,553 303,500

Represented by:

Equity at End of Year 351,533  321,166 

Summary Financial Statements
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Overview of the EIP’s long-term performance

Description One year Five years Ten years

EIP return Actual return for the Endowment Investment Pool 11.8 8.1 7.9

Blended 
Benchmark

Comparison against a derived benchmark reflecting the  
actual performance and weightings of the target asset  
classes in the portfolio

11.5 7.2 6.9

Investment 
Objective 
Benchmark

To deliver an annual real return of 5.0% over a rolling  
10-year period

– – 7.7
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MARK BENTLEY
Director, Alumni Relations and Development
The University of Auckland
DDI: + 64 9 923 3699
Mobile: + 64 21 737 471

PAUL CUNNINGHAM
Foundations General Manager
DDI: + 64 9 923 9039
Email: p.cunningham@auckland.ac.nz

University of Auckland
Private Bag 92019
Auckland 1142

University House
19A Princes Street
Auckland Central

www.giving.auckland.ac.nz
www.uoafoundation.org.nz
www.uoamhsf.org.nz
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