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1. Who are these guidelines for? 

These guidelines are intended for principal investigators (PIs), designated 
persons in charge, designated laboratory person (DLPs), technical staff and 
students trained in the safe use of Genetically Modified Organisms in appropriate 
containment facilities. 

2. Introduction 

All organisms developed or imported on a HSNO approval will have a HSNO approval 
number. This Document will help you to find the appropriate number to be cited for 
each organism.  
 
The Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) database will provide you details of the 
HSNO approvals, and the approval numbers for each host organism approved. 
 
You will need to cite a GMC (imported GMO) or GMD (development) approval number 
for each organism that is controlled by a HSNO approval. 

3. Imported Genetically Modified Organisms  

Check the Import Permit used for the approval number for your host organism. The 
descriptor used will list the appropriate number for your organism. 

For example: GM human cell lines (as per HSNO approval GMC100228).  

To find the full HSNO approval document these numbers relate to, you can search for 
the GMC number in the EPA database (see below link and instructions).  
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4. Genetically Modified Organisms – Developed under a HSNO 
approval.  

All GMOs developed under a particular HSNO approval will have a GMDxxxxxx HSNO 
approval number, which is unique to both the host organism and the HSNO approval.  

For approved users of APP202708, the PI’s approval letter from the Biological Safety 
Committee will list which host organisms they are approved to develop. The organism 
number (prefixed with GMD) relating to each host organism can be found on the EPA 
website.  

Note, imported GMO’s that are further modified are considered new GMO’s and should 
be recorded with the appropriate development (prefix GMD) approval number.  

5. How to search on the EPA website for HSNO approval numbers 

Go to the EPA website and click on database search:  

www.epa.govt.nz  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.epa.govt.nz/
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Go to ‘Database search’ and then ‘HSNO Application Register’ 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Enter HSNO application number into the search engine: 
Note: For older UABSC approvals you must enter the approval in the format GMO14 
UA009 (“GMO (not zero) {space} UA009”)  

Click on the application (APP202708 in this example) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Page 7 of 8 

Approved by: Vice-Chancellor Version: 3 
Document Owner: Associate Director, Health, Safety and Wellbeing Issue Date: 23 June 2023 
Content Manager: Manager, Hazard and Containment  

Once printed this document is uncontrolled 
Health Safety and Wellbeing Management System 

 

Click on ‘Substances or organisms in application’ to see the list of approved 
hosts with the approval number for each GMO 

 

 

 

 

 Approval number to be cited in 
SciTrack records for the GMO. 
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For a copy of the full APP202708 decision document, click on ‘Application 
documents’ to get a pdf of the decision: 
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