
Part 6 of the Animal Welfare Act 
1999 does not apply

Go to Step 2

Is the creature a living 
non-human vertebrate 
(includes mammalian 
foetuses in 2nd half 
gestation, avian and 
reptilian pre-hatched 
young in 2nd half of 
development and 
marsupial pouch 

young)?

Is it a living 
octopus, squid, 
crab, lobster or 

crayfish?

Need For Ethical Approval to use Animals in Research, 
Testing and Teaching at the University of Auckland

Based on material provided by NAEAC December 2006

Step 1: Does the work involve an animal?

Yes

Yes

No

No



Go to Step 3

Is it research? Is 
it:

•Investigative 
work
•Experimental 
work
•Diagnostic work

Need For Ethical Approval to use Animals in Research, 
Testing and Teaching at the University of Auckland

Based on material provided by NAEAC December 2006

Step 2: Is the work research, testing or teaching (RTT)?

Is it 
teaching?

Is it testing? Is it:
•Toxicity testing 
work?
•Policy testing 
work?

Is it testing to 
produce antisera
or other biological 

products?

Obligation to provide for physical, 
health and behavioural needs of the 

animal- section 10

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No



Go to Step 4

Will the procedure 
interfere with the 

normal physiological 
integrity of the 

animal?
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Step 3: Is the work a manipulation of an animal?

Will the procedure 
interfere with the 

normal behavioural 
integrity of the animal?

Will the procedure 
interfere with the 

normal anatomical 
integrity of the 

animal?

Part 6 may 
apply

Part 6 does not 
apply

Part 1 section 
10 applies

Code of 
Ethical 
conduct 

and/or AEC 
approval 
may be 
required

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes



Go to Step 5

Will the 
animal be 

deliberately
deprived of 
usual care?
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Step 4: What will happen to the animal?

Will the 
animal be 

deliberately
subjected to a 
procedure that 
is unusual or 
abnormal?

Part 6 does not 
apply

Part 1 section 
10 applies

Will the animal be exposed 
to any:

•Parasite
•Micro-organism
•Chemical
•Biological product
•Radiation
•Electrical stimulation
•Environmental condition 
or
•Enforced activity
•Enforced nutrition
•Enforced restraint
•Surgical intervention?

No

Yes

Yes

No

No

Yes



AEC approval is 
required

Will the 
manipulation 
occur before 
the animal is 
killed or dies?
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Step 5: Is the work an exclusion from manipulation?

Is the manipulation 
therapy or 
prophylaxis 

necessary for the 
welfare of the 

animal?

The procedure 
is not 

exempted: Part 
6  applies Part 1 section 

10 applies

The procedure is 
exempted so is not a 

manipulation

Is the 
animal dead 
or pre-natal 

tissue?

Is the animal 
killed as an 
end-point to 

RTT?

Is the animal 
to be hunted 
or killed in a 
wild state?

Is the method 
used an 

experimental 
method?

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

NoNo

YesYes

No

No

No

Yes

UoA Code of Ethical Conduct 
requires AEC approval
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