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What we will cover today:

1.  Quick introduction and overview of the peer review process

2.  Providing a useful and constructive peer review

3.  Using a peer review template to structure your feedback

4.  Tips and recommendations



1. Quick introduction and overview of 
the peer review process



Peer review is the quality - control 

process that allows us to trust and build 

on published research.

The Peer Review process





Poll question 1:

Have you peer reviewed for a 
journal?



2. Providing useful and 
constructive peer reviews



Before you start 
your peer review

• Check the journal’s guidelines on the 
journal’s website or linked to in the 
invitation to peer review email

• Log in to the review submission 
portal and look for any structured 
forms and make sure you have 
access to all supplementary files

• Set a time to complete your peer 
review before the deadline



Peer Review guidelines

The Web of Science Academy has a peer 
review guidelines document.

The journal may also have their own 
guidelines or form with specific questions 
to help you with your peer review.



• STATEMENT  – clearly state 
where the issue is

• EXPLAIN  – explain WHY it is an 
issue

• EXAMPLE  – provide an example 
with evidence to support your 
statement and where possible 
provide a possible solution

Constructive feedback

Using the S.E.E method



• Is it clear what is already 
known about this topic?

• Is the research question or 
aims clearly outlined?

• Is the research question 
justified given what is 
already known about the 
topic?

Introduction

What to look for in an 
introduction section of a 
manuscript. 





• Is the study design appropriate 
to answer the aim?

• Are the study methods valid 
and reliable?

• Is there enough detail in order 
to replicate the study?

• If applicable, is the process of 
subject selection clear?

• Are the variables defined and 
measured appropriately?

Methodology

What to look for in a 
methodology section of a 
manuscript. 







• Are the results clearly 
stated?

• Is the data presented in a 
clear and appropriate way?

Results

What to look for in the results 
section of a manuscript. 





• Are the results discussed from 
multiple angles and placed into 
context without being 
overinterpreted?

• Do the conclusions answer the aims 
of the study?

• Are the conclusions supported by the 
results? If not, are they supported by 
references?

• Are the limitations of the study fatal or 
are they opportunities to inform future 
research? 

Discussion and 
conclusions

What to look for in the 
discussion and conclusion 
section of a manuscript. 





Now that you have read the whole 
paper, does the abstract clearly 
summarise what the results and 
conclusions are and the 
methodology used?

Abstract

What to look for in the 
abstract of a manuscript. 



General background



Specific background



Gap in knowledge



Methodology used



Summary of the results



Conclusions



Relevance and practical 

application



• Now that you know what the 
study is about, is the title 
informative and relevant?

• Does the title overstate the 
scope or findings of the study?

Title

What to look for in the title of 
a manuscript. 



• Are the references 
relevant?

• Have key studies been 
referenced or is a key 
reference missing?

References

What to look for in the 
references section of a 
manuscript. 



• What did this study add to 
what was already known on 
this topic? 

• Is the article consistent 
within itself?

• Is there anything that stands 
out in the author or funder 
statement(s) that makes you 
question the objectivity of 
the study?

Overall

What to look for in the whole 
manuscript. 





3. Using a peer review template to 
structure your feedback



• Can help you peer review 
consistently  and fairly.

• Helps you  structure your 
peer review comments.

Why use a template?



Poll question 2:

Can you describe your current 
experience with the peer review 
process as an author?



4. Tips and recommendations



Don’t shy away from your first 
invitations to peer review, they 
can benefit you, as being a 
good peer reviewer makes you 
a better writer as you can 
scrutinise your own manuscript 
from a peer reviewer’s 
perspective!

Tips and 
recommendations



• Learn from open peer 
reviews

• Practise by writing post -
publication peer reviews of 
pre - prints

• Co - review with your 
supervisor/senior colleague 
or friend

Tips and 
recommendations



Questions


	Intro
	Slide 1

	Layout 1
	Slide 2: What we will cover today:
	Slide 3
	Slide 4: The Peer Review process
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8: Before you start your peer review
	Slide 9: Peer Review guidelines
	Slide 10: Constructive feedback
	Slide 11: Introduction
	Slide 12
	Slide 13: Methodology
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16: Results
	Slide 17
	Slide 18: Discussion and conclusions
	Slide 19
	Slide 20: Abstract
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28: Title
	Slide 29: References
	Slide 30: Overall
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33: Why use a template?
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36: Tips and recommendations
	Slide 37: Tips and recommendations
	Slide 38: Questions


