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Systematic-Type Review Consultation Form
Step 1: Make sure your topic is new and no one else is working on it. 
Please check:
PROSPERO – for systematic reviews
Joanna Briggs Institute Systematic Review Register 
Medline
ProQuest Dissertations and Thesis Global
nzresearch.org.nz
Step 2: Clarify your research question.
[bookmark: _Hlk52355805]Use a framework to create your research question and identify words to use in your searches. PICO is for a quantitative systematic review.
	Mnemonic framework
	Your example

	[bookmark: _Hlk52355651]P (Patient or Population or Problem)
	

	I (Intervention or Exposure)
	

	C (Comparison)
	

	O (Outcome)
	


For a qualitative review consider using the PEO (Population, Exposure, Outcome) or PICo (problem/population, phenomenon of interest, context) framework. For further explanation, see PICO framework plus additional frameworks. Turn the PICO/PEO components into a research question.
Step 3: What is your systematic/scoping type review research question?
Write your systematic/scoping review research question in the box below:
	






Step 4: Plan your search and identify keywords and subject headings. 
Underline the words in your research question which describe the main ideas/concepts (this helps to define initial search terms) and write them into the appropriate key concept boxes. 
What synonyms, different spellings, singular/plural, acronyms, alternative words/phrases can you think of for each concept? What subject headings are available in your databases (if any)? 
Write them in the relevant boxes below:
	Key concepts
	Concept 1
	Concept 2
	Concept 3
	Concept 4

	Keywords/natural language - terms from your own notes and brainstorming include synonyms, related terms and variant spellings 
	

	
	
	

	Subject headings/ Controlled vocabulary
	



	
	
	


Step 5: List the databases/resources you plan to search.
Add more rows if you need them:
	


	


	



Step 6: Examples of your database searches:
Please include details or a screenshot of one/some of your searches, with numbers of results for the advisor to review. Some platforms allow you to “cut and paste” your strategies or you can use the table below. Add more rows if you need them.
	Date run
	Database 
	Search string
	Number of results
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