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April 2025

Research Platform Use and Development Fund - guidelines
Background
Research platforms are DVC-RI endorsed groupings of strategically important research infrastructure operating in alignment with the Research Platforms Policy and providing specialist services to researcher communities within and beyond the University.
The Shared Research Infrastructure (SRI) Panel chaired by the DVC-RI seeks to enable an excellent portfolio of research platform capability, in part by providing support to enable faculties/LSRIs hosting platforms to make small opex grants to support research platform development goals.
The Research Platform Use and Development Fund allocates one-off grants designed to enable agile platform capability development, boost engagement and development of platform staff, and to stimulate the use of research platforms. The distribution of funds is managed internally by Faculties and LSRIs.
Examples may include, but are not limited to:
· Instrument use for: an unfunded PG-R student; extended method development; generation of pilot data for future grant submissions
· Platform staff recognition, training, and development
· Platform promotion and marketing
· Platform user development through workshop offering
· Short-term hire to alleviate backlog or develop a new service
· Supporting a cross-faculty initiative, or a development opportunity with an outside University or research institute
· Renting equipment to trial a new service or capability
· Purchasing small opex equipment
· Testing a new software
Number of awards and value
Each host faculty/LSRI will receive an annual allocation of $10,000 per hosted research platform, to be distributed as the faculty/LSRI sees fit.
Eligibility
[bookmark: _Hlk133930661]Applications will be managed by the faculty/LSRI Platform Oversight Committee chair or delegate.
[bookmark: _Int_EzH3pfRN]The funded activities must benefit a research platform’s capability or service catalogue, and/or promote awareness or uptake of platform services.  Funds are expected to be assigned to a hosted platform within the faculty/LSRI’s portfolio and should support costs incurred by the platform.  Funded activities should be actionable, discrete and not easily funded otherwise. Spend must occur within the calendar year designated in the round.
Application process
Applications should be developed by platform leads (in consultation with researchers as appropriate), or by host faculty/LSRI platform oversight groups for activities at a faculty/LSRI portfolio level. Specific application and review processes may be adjusted by the faculty/LSRI but should be commensurate with the scale of the award.
Reporting
Faculties/LSRIs will be required to report annually on the benefits and impact of the fund. The reporting will be brief and incorporated into the annual host and platform review process.
Support
If you have any questions around eligibility or potential applications, please contact Laura McAllum, Research Infrastructure Manager.
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