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Summer Research Scholarships
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Project code: BUS015

Project title: Exploring Nature Positive Tourism in New Zealand
Discipline: Marketing

Supervisor(s) Claire Beach

Ilaisaane Fifita

Contact details claire.beach@auckland.ac.nz
i.fifita@auckland.ac.nz

Skills Needed e Basic knowledge of marketing and tourism
e Stronginternetresearch skills

e Critical thinking skills

e Clear written communication skills

e Strong attention to detail

Project description
Aotearoa New Zealand’s tourism brand is built on spectacular landscapes and outdoor

experiences. Yet growing concerns about climate change, overtourism, and the
environmental and social impacts of tourism raise important questions about how we can
travel more sustainably.

Inspired by emerging concepts such as slow tourism, byway tourism, and destination
dupes, this project investigates alternative forms of travel in New Zealand. The student will
explore what these alternative forms of tourism look like in practice, including the
experiences, transport options, and infrastructure that enable lower-impact travel. The
project will also explore how travellers make decisions, what they value in sustainable
holidays, and the practical barriers that may limit the adoption of alternative tourism in New
Zealand.

The projectis ideal for students interested in consumer behaviour and sustainable tourism,
particularly those considering careers in marketing, consulting, or destination management.

The findings will contribute to ongoing debates about sustainable tourism transitions and
help identify practical pathways for travellers, tourism businesses, and policymakers to
support nature-positive tourism in New Zealand.




