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Pasifika students Engaging with Pasifika Learners

• Background – who are Business School  
students?   

• Equity in education Aotearoa/New Zealand

• Pillars for Pasifika Learners Success
Key themes from Ako Aotearoa Research 

• University resources and support
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Pasifika students 
Action Plan for Pacific Education 2020-2030

https://www.education.govt.nz/our-work/overall-strategies-and-
policies/pasifika-education-plan-2013-2017/

Tim Fowler, Chief Executive of the Tertiary Education Commission 
(TEC) https://www.tec.govt.nz/news-and-consultations/archived-
news/maori-and-pasifika-achievement-learner-success-issue/

https://www.education.govt.nz/our-work/overall-strategies-and-policies/pasifika-education-plan-2013-2017/
https://www.tec.govt.nz/news-and-consultations/archived-news/maori-and-pasifika-achievement-learner-success-issue/
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"We talk about increasing Māori and Pacific participation at university, but 
actually the underlying issue is socio-economics," Alan France, a sociology 
professor at the University of Auckland says. "It's money. It's class. It's 
privilege. And we need to bring that into the open."

https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=12122733

Also see: Thrupp, M. (2008). Some inconvenient truths about education in 
Aotearoa-New Zealand. In S. St John, & D. Wynd (Eds.), Left behind: How 
social & income inequalities damage New Zealand children (pp. 109-119). 
Child Poverty Action Group Inc.
https://researchcommons.waikato.ac.nz/handle/10289/3869

https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=12122733
https://researchcommons.waikato.ac.nz/handle/10289/3869
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Source: Big read: The gap between the rich and poor at university, NZ Herald



https://www.educationcounts.govt.nz/statistics/schooling/student-numbers/6028

https://www.educationcounts.govt.nz/statistics/schooling/student-numbers/6028
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Pasifika students 

https://www.auckland.ac.nz/en/on-campus/student-support/personal-
support/support-pacific-students.html

Associate Professor Toeolesulusulu Damon Salesa, 
Pro Vice-Chancellor (Pacific).

https://www.auckland.ac.nz/en/on-campus/student-support/personal-support/support-pacific-students.html
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Success in Tertiary Education for 

Pasifika: Highlights from Ako

Aotearoa-supported research

https://ako.ac.nz/assets/reports/Syn

thesis-reports/SYNTHESIS-REPORT-

Success-for-Pasifika-in-tertiary-

education-Highlights-from-Ako-

Aotearoa-supported-research.pdf

This report provides a summary of 

the recurrent themes on what leads 

to improved outcomes for Pasifika 

learners in tertiary education, from 

research undertaken through Ako

Aotearoa-funded projects between 

2008 and 2013. 

https://ako.ac.nz/assets/reports/Synthesis-reports/SYNTHESIS-REPORT-Success-for-Pasifika-in-tertiary-education-Highlights-from-Ako-Aotearoa-supported-research.pdf


The Business School has three main activities to improve 

participation and achievement of Pacific learners: 

Academic support provided to all Māori and Pacific students via Tuākana and cohorts at stage 
one. 

He Tuākana is a tutorial and mentoring programme for undergraduate and postgraduate 
Māori and Pacific students at the Business School. Please visit the website to learn more

https://www.auckland.ac.nz/en/business/study-with-us/maori-and-pacific/he-tuakana.html
Contacts are: 
Genezy ‘Ilolahia – Tuākana Coordinator - g.ilolahia@auckland.ac.nz
• Ella Lyon – ella.lyon@auckland.ac.nz
• Lisa Filitonga – l.filitonga@auckland.ac.nz
• Willie Uili – w.uili@auckland.ac.nz
Networking and social events are also run to supplement and/or align with the support 
provided by the Student Academic and Student Development teams. 
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https://www.auckland.ac.nz/en/business/study-with-us/maori-and-pacific/he-tuakana.html
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