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The bridge  
to closer ties  
with Asia

Enhancing New Zealand’s understanding of  
and engagement with Asia



The New Zealand  
Asia Institute (NZAI) 
undertakes research 
that promotes  
engagement with 
Asia, provides a  
forum for informed 
debate and offers a 
bridge to Asia-related 
expertise and research 
within the University 
of Auckland. 
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About the  
New Zealand Asia Institute 

NZAI was established in 1995 as a 
response to the growing importance 
of Asia to New Zealand politically, 
economically and culturally.

Based at the University of Auckland 
Business School, NZAI is a Universi-
ty-level research institute that draws on 
the wide body of knowledge available 
in the University, with a number of 
core research projects being undertaken 
by faculty and PhD students.

We also work collaboratively with 
research institutes and researchers 
throughout Asia on research projects, 
programmes and conferences that 
enhance our understanding of Asia’s 
transformation.

NZAI engages widely with corporate, 
government and other stakeholders.

 



Our research 

NZAI aims to produce and disseminate relevant research on  
Asia and New Zealand’s relationship with Asia. We encourage 
informed debate and evidence-based policy. 

Our research areas include
•	 New Zealand business engagement with Asia

•	 Global value chains, logistics and innovation

•	 Asian business systems and the business environment in selected Asian countries

•	 Labour rights in global value chains and trade networks

•	 Contemporary Asian societies

•	 Economic development, integration and governance in Asia

•	 Market trends, branding and consumers in Asia

•	 Asian Investment in New Zealand

Our events and activities 

NZAI hosts and co-organises events and activities throughout the 
year featuring national and international guest speakers with an 
extensive range of expertise. These include:     

•	 Student-led Asia Savvy conference and networking events

•	 Public talks

•	 International conferences

•	 Briefings and expert roundtables

•	 Tailored short courses in language and executive education



Our study centres 

China Studies Centre

The China Studies Centre seeks to promote cooperation among China 
researchers, both within and external to the University of Auckland. The 
Centre has more than twenty Research Associates from throughout the 
University conducting research in and on China.

Fields of interest include philosophy, linguistics, literature, culture, 
history, politics, international relations, education, materials science, food 
quality, consumer behaviour, pharmaceuticals, environmental science, 
urban planning, logistics and retailing. The Centre also runs seminars and 
forums on China. 

Japan Studies Centre

The Japan Studies Centre seeks to strengthen the University’s leading 
national role in research on Japan by providing a forum for scholarly 
cooperation across the disciplines. It draws on the expertise of research 
associates from departments and schools across the University and pro-
motes international collaboration with scholars and research institutes 
throughout the Asia-Pacific region.

Recent publications based on international conferences hosted by the 
Centre include Disasters and Social Crisis in Contemporary Japan, Mark R. 
Mullins and Koichi Nakano, eds. (Palgrave Macmillan Press, 2016)  and 
Belief and Practice in Imperial Japan and Colonial Korea, Emily Anderson, 
ed. (Palgrave Macmillan Press, 2017). 
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Our study centres (cont.) 
Korea Studies Centre

The Korea Studies Centre brings together scholars and others with an 
interest in Korea. It regularly holds seminars and conferences on Korean 
themes. With the support of the Korea Foundation and the Academy 
of Korean Studies (AKS), the Korea Studies Centre has invited leading 
scholars of Korea to visit New Zealand to give public seminars and held 
conferences on a variety of Korea-related topics. Past conferences have 
included Confucianism and Korea, Korean Women, North-South rela-
tions, the 2012 celebration of 50 years of the New Zealand-Republic of 
Korea diplomatic relationship, ‘Empire of Religions: Exploring Belief and 
Practice in Imperial Japan and Colonial Korea’, in collaboration with the 
Japan Foundation, and, most recently, Korean Ethnic Return Migration 
& Diasporic Engagement Policy. 

Southeast Asia Studies Centre

The Southeast Asia Studies Centre provides a forum for researchers  
and others to share ideas and develop collaborations through seminars 
and workshops. Previous projects have focused on regional institutions 
and co-operation, developments in Indonesia and Myanmar, and  
transnational forces.  We welcome researchers and others with an interest 
in Southeast Asia. 
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Research snapshots                     No. 5

The New Zealand Asia Institute (NZAI) undertakes research focusing on 

engagement with Asia, provides a forum for informed debates, and offers a 

bridge to Asia-related expertise and research within the University of Auckland.

Vainly trying to end a war: Britain and Vietnam 

The prime feature of Britain’s diplomacy in the post-war 

period was the “special relationship” with the United States, 

according to research carried out by Nicholas Tarling.*  

In face of the other great super-power, the Soviet Union, 

Britain needed an American security guarantee, and it 

sought to avoid clashes with its essential ally. It also hoped, 

more ambitiously, to influence it. Leftists at the time argued 

that the Labour Prime Minister, Harold Wilson, could have 

had more influence if he had spoken out against President 

Johnson’s policies. But that was unlikely, though he was 

certainly not going to contribute troops. 

The President was fighting within narrow limits, imposed 

by international factors, but also by his unwillingness to 

risk the domestic impact of a wider war. Mobilisation of 

patriotic sentiments might force him into risky actions that 

in turn could lead to an open confrontation with Communist 

China or the Soviet Union. A widening of the war might also 

prevent the achievement of his domestic “Great Society” 

programmes.

The Democratic Republic of Vietnam [North Vietnam] was 

determined to unify the long disunited country, while the 

US supported the Republic of Vietnam [South Vietnam]. 

The British Foreign Office had no answers on Vietnam that 

could be helpful. Leading officials thought that the “war” 

was unwinnable, and that Britain should help to get the US 

out without loss of face. But, beset by fiscal and economic 

problems, in which US help might be needed, the Labour 

Government was cautious about raising the issue with the 

President. 

Wilson turned increasingly to the Russians, whom he 

thought he knew. Khrushchev’s successors revived Russian 

interest in Vietnam, and Wilson believed that Britain could 

exercise some influence on them by pointing to its influence 

with the US. In turn he could, he hoped, persuade them to 

influence the DRV, and so provide the US with a prospect for 

negotiating the end of the war. At the same time, that would 

demonstrate to critics at home that his government was 

trying to end the struggle, and persuade others that Britain 

was still playing a world role, even if it was no longer a world 

power. 

The Russians were, however, unwilling or unable to do 

much to help. One reason was the attitude of the PRC. 

Mao’s China had taken up the cause of the revolutionary 

struggle, and the “Bloc” disintegrated. But that did not make 

it easier for the Soviet Union to pursue a policy that differed 

completely from China’s. The competition of the two powers 

for the leadership of world communism was as conducive 

to extremism as their earlier cooperation had been, if not 

more. The Russians could not be seen to be letting the North 

Vietnamese down while the Chinese were supporting them, 

and that they continued to do. 

Was Britain’s way with LBJ – not all the way, but some – 

doomed to frustration? The politicians tried to reconcile 

misgivings and opposition at home with their overall reliance 

on the US. Their efforts were unlikely to succeed, but it is 

understandable that they should have been made, and hard 

to conclude that they should not have been. 

*The full study is published in a book authored by Nicholas 

Tarling: The British and the Vietnam War: Their Way with 

LBJ.  Singapore: NUS Press (2017).

 

Our publications 
Asia Echo e-newsletter

Asia Echo provides news relevant for 
New Zealand businesses engaging with 
Asia. Every month we select articles 
from a variety of reputable sources that 
will help you learn more about Asia.

Asia Savvy conference e-book

The Asia Savvy e-book contains a 
summary of speeches, selected student 
essays and findings from the breakout 
sessions held during our annual  
student-led conference.

Research Snapshots

The Research Snapshots series presents 
findings from recent research carried out 
by NZAI staff and associates in short, 
accessible summaries.

Working papers

NZAI Working Papers present the  
work of members and associates before 
publication in other outlets.

Books

NZAI publishes some of the work of 
members and associates in book form. 
NZAI books can be ordered from us.

Staff publications published 
elsewhere

NZAI members regularly produce work 
that is disseminated by other scholarly and 
general audience publishers. The NZAI 
website provides updated information 
and links to such publications.
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Contact us 
New Zealand Asia Institute is a non-profit  
organisation defined as a Public Benefit Entity 
and registered with the Charities Commission  
No. CC 20421 in New Zealand.

New Zealand Asia Institute
The University of Auckland
Level 6, Owen G Glenn Building 
12 Grafton Road
Private Bag 92019
Auckland 1142 
Phone: +64 9 923 1636  
Web: www.nzai.ac.nz 
Email: info@nzai.ac.nz
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Asia: Thinking Big and Small
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