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Who's Who in Australia Registry
A scam that appeals to the professional ego is circulating by fax offering recipients a listing in the 

“Who’s Who among Executives, Professionals and Entrepreneurs in Australia.”

The fax informs the recipient that they have been ‘researched’ and ‘selected among thousands of 
accomplished individuals’, even though the fax is sent to a generic ‘Director/Manager’.

To make sure they have the correct details, the recipient must fill out their personal details and fax it 
back.

Although the listing is supposedly free in this fake publication, those who fill out the form are then 
contacted and urged to upgrade their listing at a significant cost and to provide credit card details.
A phone search by WA ScamNet revealed the fax was sent through a computer faxing service used by 
the unknown scammers who are probably operating from overseas.

WA ScamNet recommends receivers of these invitations to be wary, especially if they do not display a 
registered business name, an ABN number, street address or contact details. Also be careful who you 
give your personal details to.

The real Who’s Who business registries are published by Crown Content Pty Ltd, based in Victoria. The 
company is aware of this scam and has issued a public warning.

http://www.scamnet.wa.gov.au/scamnet/Scam_Types-Directory_Listings_and_registry_schemes-Whos_Who_in_Australia_Registry.htm 12
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Institute of Research Engineers and Doctors

Provides
Accommodation, 
Air ticket…… 
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Take your Pick!
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…immense pleasure…
…eminent……..

Your amalgamation…….
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“bit”
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Nice day!

And Persistent!
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• “BIT”
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OMICS

….eminence….
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Sylvester Stallone ?

Yahoo email address ?

22

N.B.



On a Cruise Ship!

VBRI Press
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4. Invitation arising from Trawling 
through Conference Proceedings or 

Journals
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…30% paper 
modification…..
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Vanity publishers
In addition to publishers with a questionable reputation that pester scientists, 
there are also a number of enterprises that actively approach students with 
unsolicited offers. They are known as ‘vanity publishers.’ Students are usually 
asked whether they would like to publish their Master’s thesis in print form, with 
the publisher concerned ultimately aiming to benefit financially from this. These 
publishers actively approach TU Delft students after they have uploaded their 
theses onto the TU Delft Repository. 
This results in copyright being transferred to the publisher, which can lead to 
problems with future publications based on the Master’s thesis. 
TU Delft emphatically advises students not to work with these publishers; 
publishing with such companies never brings any added value. Always check a 
publisher’s reputation and carefully check the conditions of any agreement. 
The most important vanity publisher is Omniscriptum, which operates under a 
number of names or imprints, including Scholars’ Press and LAP Lambert. The 
latter is especially active and sends many TU Delft students soliciting e-mails, 
such as the one below: 

http://www.library.tudelft.nl/en/support/researchers/publishing-support/publishers-with-a-
questionable-reputation/

From TU Delft Library

29

N.B.

http://repository.tudelft.nl/search/ir/?q=&faculty=&department=&type=master&year=
https://www.omniscriptum.com/en/
https://www.omniscriptum.com/en/omniscriptum/imprints/academic-imprints/
http://www.library.tudelft.nl/en/support/researchers/publishing-support/publishers-with-a-questionable-reputation/


On Fri, Jul 2, 2010 at 5:40 AM, <c.panin@lappublishing.com> wrote:

Dear Alan MacFarlane,

I am writing on behalf of an international publishing house, Lambert Academic Publishing.

In the course of a research on the University of Auckland, I came across a reference to your thesis on "Investigation of fuel production from 
biomass".

We are an international publisher whose aim is to make academic research available to a wider audience.
LAP would be especially interested in publishing your dissertation in the form of a printed book.

Your reply including an e-mail address to which I can send an e-mail with further information in an attachment
will be greatly appreciated.

I am looking forward to hearing from you.
Kind regards,
Constantin Panin
Acquisition Editor

LAP LAMBERT Academic Publishing AG & Co. KG
Saarbrücken
Dudweiler Landstraße 99, 66123 Saarbrücken Germany

Fon +49 681 3720-310
Fax +49 681 3720-3109

c.panin@lappublishing.com / www.lappublishing.com

Handelsregister Amtsgericht Saarbrücken HRA 10752
Partner with unlimited liability:
VDM Verwaltung Aktiengesellschaft

Board of Directors: Dr. Wolfgang Müller (CEO), Christoph Schulligen, Esther von Krosigk

Supervisory Board: Prof. Dr. Johannes G. Bischoff (Chairman), RA Thomas Bischoff, RA André Gottschalk 30
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Australian Higher Education Research Data Collections
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