
Mother and son commend Māori and Pacific Orientation 
 

This year’s Māori and Pacific Orientation was particularly special for 
lecturer Dr ‘Ema Wolfgramm-Foliaki, who joined the record turnout as 
both an academic staff member and a parent. 

More than 800 students and their whānau, families and friends 
participated in the annual Orientation, organised by the Equity Office. 
 
‘Ema’s son, John-Paul Foliaki, has enrolled in a Law/Arts conjoint after 
graduating as a scholar from Auckland’s Sacred Heart College in 2012. 
‘Ema is a lecturer in Student Learning and a member of the Pacific 
Reference Group. She earned all of her Education degrees — 
undergraduate, masters and doctorate – from the University. Although 
she is familiar with— and, indeed, plays a crucial role in -- the range of academic supports in place 
for students, ‘Ema was particularly impressed by this year’s Orientation. 
 
“As a parent, I thought how wonderful it is to have an official welcome to our Māori and Pacific 
students and families onto the land, into the University. 

‘Ema was also pleased that Vice-Chancellor Professor Stuart McCutcheon spoke at the powhiri, 
where he acknowledged his own experience as the first member of his family to attend university. 

“Family is crucial to student success, especially first-generation university students. For many of 
these students, their parents and families don’t know what it means to experience and succeed at 
University - it’s a foreign land. The Māori and Pacific Orientation gives them insight about where 
their sons and daughters are going and reassurance that the University cares deeply about their 
academic and pastoral wellbeing.” 

Ema’s son, commented that “It was a great experience. It was exciting to learn more about the 
University and how it can support us, and it was cool to meet up with friends and meet new 
people. The University is massive, so it’s good having the Orientation with other Pacific Islanders. 
It means we can hang together as a group and that creates a sense of belonging and identity.” 
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