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O La'u aganu'u e iloa ia i a'u 
Koaute ahurea Ko te ahurea koau  
  
The Manukau Sports Bowl shone under four days of brilliant sunshine as it played host 
to the 2012 ASB Polyfest. The annual event attracted over 95,000 spectators, the 
largest in its 37 year history. 
The University of Auckland Samoan stage came to life as students performed in 
vibrant colours, feathers, flax and flowers. Rhythmic drumming, loud voices and 
sweet harmonies from all six stages vibrated through the fields. The hours of practice 
that students put in were obvious in the timing and coordination of their acts. Some 
cultural groups such as Wesley College's Samoan group, weaved together traditional 
and modern elements, thrilling the crowd as they performed Beyoncé’s “Single Ladies" 
(Put a ring on it) half way through their routine.  
 
 

   

The University's own Pacific Student Equity Adviser Seuili Terri Leo-Mauu, took to the 
stage like a pro as she greeted the crowd in Samoan. She called out for volunteers to 
join her up on stage for a fun quiz around Polyfest's theme "Our culture defines me". 
In the audience, the faces of primary students lit up when Terri and her team gave 
out prizes and balloons. 

ASB Polyfest Event Director Tania Karauria says that this year's theme was a perfect 
fit. "It crosses over all cultures and is indicative of a population shift in Auckland." 
Tania also noted that "another highlight of the festival was its strong focus on the 
importance of education." 

The University of Auckland Samoan stage 2012 winners were, Otahuhu College (Best 
Co-ed College), De La Salle (Best Boys College) and McAuley College (Best Girls 
College) 
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