
 
Strong start to the year for the Tuākana Network 

 
 
It has been a strong start to the year for the University’s 
Tuākana Learning Community, a University-wide programme 
supported by the Equity Office, offering a variety of academic 
and pastoral support opportunities enhancing success for 
Māori and Pacific students. As teina (mentees), students in 
the programme are able to attend tutoring sessions, 
workshops and study groups led by senior student tuākana 
(mentors). Every faculty has its own Tuākana-like 
programme run by dedicated Tuākana coordinators. 

Tuākana participants are already actively engaged in a wide 
range of initiatives within their faculties. At the Business School, a daily karakia from 8:40-
8:50am is attended by around 25 students. In addition to encouraging Tuākana students to be 
on campus in time for early morning classes, this morning ritual helps ensure a positive start 
to the day. 

As well as running tutorials for all first-year papers, the Faculty of Engineering is piloting a 
small-group session, led by a senior lecturer, for Māori and Pacific students. The feedback on 
this programme is overwhelmingly positive. 

Te Korowai Atawhai (Tuākana for Māori students at the Faculty of Education), assisted with 10 
powhiri during Orientation, all of which were well attended by incoming students and their 
families. The faculty’s first wananga on writing techniques was facilitated by the Te Fale 
Pouawhina (The Student Learning Centre); again, the turn-out was strong. This year, all 
mainstream Māori and Pacific students studying Education at the Epsom campus and at the 
Manukau Institute of Technology are participating in a mentoring programme to ensure 
Tuākana students are tracking well academically. 
The Equity Office ran the Summer 2012 Tuākana Training Orientation which brought together 
70 tuākana, with keynote speeches from Professor Margaret Mutu and Tuākana Network 
founder and “koro” Professor Michael Walker (School of Biological Sciences). 

“The variety of initiatives across the Tuākana Learning Community reflects the commitment to 
Māori and Pacific student academic success at The University of Auckland,” says Catherine 
Dunphy, Equity Office Analyst. 

Geremy Hema, Tuākana Equity Adviser, agrees. “This is but a small sample of some of the 
exciting activities being run by Tuākana-affiliated programmes across the University,” he says. 
  

More information on the Tuākana Network  
  

 

https://www.author.auckland.ac.nz/uoa/site/central/op/edit/eo-tuakana

