
Weekly Update #35 – Publishing courses, Student View and Communication Tools 
 
This week we share some information on:  

- the importance of “publishing” courses in Canvas 
- the Student View, which can be useful for helping you to ‘proof’ your course 
- the range of communication tools within Canvas (announcements, inbox, etc.)  

 
Will students see all their courses when they login to Canvas? 
 
Publishing a course will ensure it appears on a student’s Dashboard, the opening page of Canvas, as 
soon as they’re enrolled. While a student will find all of their courses (published and unpublished) 
under the Courses tab, it could cause confusion if only some of their courses are appearing on the 
Dashboard. Once in the system, students can customise what they want to see on their Dashboard. 
 
Course publishing (see directions below) is an important step in Canvas. You can publish the course 
even if all the elements aren’t ready for student consumption, but it certainly pays to have the 
foundations of the course in place (e.g. assessment structure, etc.). A simple welcome message for 
students on the home page can advise them that further details of the course will appear at a later 
date. All other content can then be published individually when it’s ready. 
 
Publishing is an easy process, with a red button found on the course home page. See the Canvas 
Guide on “How Do I Publish My Course?” 
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-2707 
 
Your Canvas Facilitators are also available to assist with any questions. 
 
Helpful reminders 
 
Student View - The Student View allows you to create a ‘test student’ and see your course in Canvas 
as it would appear to students. It can be a useful tool for checking you’ve published everything you 
want students to see.  
 
Here are the basics on “What is Student View?” 
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-2976 
 
A how-to guide on “How do I enable Student View?” 
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-2978 
 
Just remember to exit the Student View when you’re finished! 
 
Adding or removing courses to your dashboard – From the Courses tab, select the star icon to add or 
remove a course to/from your Dashboard. This can be updated at any time, see “How do I customize 
my Course list?” 
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-1288 

 
Tips from our Canvas Facilitators 
 
Communication Tools: This week, Canvas Facilitators Wendy Liu and Qian Liu provide an overview of 
communications features in Canvas (please see the attached PDF file). 
 
Training opportunities December, January, February  

https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-2707
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https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-1288


Please contact your Transition Team to explore available training options in your Faculty this month. 
 
For more information please contact canvashelp@auckland.ac.nz, visit Canvas Home or contact your 
Transition Team. 
 
This update supports University staff making the transition to Canvas. If the information is not relevant to you, please 
contact canvashelp@auckland.ac.nz to be removed from the distribution. 
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