
Weekly Update #19 – Transition Plans 

I have enjoyed visiting Faculty Meetings during July and August with the opportunity to provide an 
introduction to Canvas and an overview of plans for transitioning for Semester 1, 2016. August is a 
critical month for the project so we have tried to address key issues in this update.  The migration is 
taking shape and it has been exciting to hear examples from our advanced users of how they see 
Canvas enabling teaching and learning, along with some of the key concerns which need to be 
addressed through the transition.   

We have started some introductory sessions for all staff as the technical work continues to develop 
the system. Our talented group of advanced users are also teaching in live Semester 2 courses and 
we are learning a lot from them about the system.  

Discovery Sessions – Update 

We have had a great turnout at this week’s sessions with more scheduled in the upcoming weeks. 
These are not designed to provide training, they are simply a chance to see Canvas and learn about 
some of the principles behind it. You don’t need to register and feel free just to drop in for a few 
minutes. All are welcome. Below, we have shared some of the key questions which were raised.  

There is a Canvas introduction being provided at the Faculty of Law meeting on 18th August  

Reminder - Discovery Session Schedule - City Campus 

(Room 420, Kate Edger Information Commons) 

Date and time    Theme  

Tuesday 18 August, 10.30am-12.30pm   Canvas assignments and quizzes 

Thursday 20 August, 10.30-am-12.30pm  Canvas communication and collaboration tools  

Tuesday 25 August, 10am-12pm    Canvas assignments and quizzes  

Wednesday 26 August, 9am-11am   TBD – your topics of interest! 

Sessions are also being arranged for Grafton, Epsom and Tamaki campuses during August; dates to 
be confirmed. 

For more information please contact lmsreview@auckland.ac.nz or go to Canvas LMS Home 

Regards, 
Kevin Morris (on behalf of the project team) 

Here are some of the frequently asked questions from our Introductory Sessions and Faculty 
Meetings.  

What is the timeline for the University to transition to Canvas? 

Semester 1, 2016 all courses to transition, with opportunity to opt in to a Summer School Pilot.  

mailto:lmsreview@auckland.ac.nz
https://wiki.auckland.ac.nz/display/CANVAS/Canvas+LMS+Home


I am concerned about the timeframe to be ready for Semester 1, 2016.  What support is being 
provided to assist my transition?  
If you are teaching in Semester 1, there will be help and training available in your Faculty from late 
September to assist with the migration. For obvious reasons, it is preferable that all courses will have 
the basics established in the system before the summer holiday so staff are prepared leading into 
Semester 1. 

When do I get a login to the UoA version of Canvas to trial my course? Why can’t we all have 
access to the system today? 

We’re getting a lot of requests for access but the challenge is that we’re still doing a lot of technical 
work to create the Auckland version of the system--and we need more time before we can support a 
large group of users. The pilot courses are working with a limited version of Canvas and won’t have 
access to some functions until they’re available later in the year. We’re trying to get to a reasonable 
point of technical implementation before expanding our user group.  

Which learning tools are integrated with Canvas? 

Talis Aspire, Turnitin, Google Drive, Piazza, and QuestionMark are the commitments we have made 
for the initial phase of Canvas and other third-party tools are likely to be required or added to the 
system over time. Our reference site Universities advised us to choose a few tools to get started 
rather than taking on too much complexity from Day One. Each integration has issues to consider 
and we have a lot to learn about how we build a family of complementary tools. See 
www.eduappcenter.com to see the full list of tools can be integrated with Canvas. 

What is happening about the Canvas Gradebook? 

The Canvas gradebook is different and a working group are looking at how we will develop technical 
solutions to support our existing assessment practice and our internal systems. The help and training 
sessions in Faculties during October will provide an overview of any changes and what they mean for 
you in Semester 1.  

When will students be introduced to Canvas? 

The project team are working with Student Information and Marketing Services to develop 
a communication plan for students.  Students who are part of the Early Adopter group have with 
access to Canvas as part of this, and it’s providing good insight into how students are adapting with 
the change. 

 

http://www.eduappcenter.com/

