
Weekly update #14: Winter madness! 
 
I’m afraid it was a busy week and we didn’t quite make the Friday deadline--so here is a delayed 
weekly update! Everything is moving along nicely but this phase really feels like we are grinding our 
way through a huge amount of detailed decisions for the implementation. Below are upcoming 
Faculty events and responses to common questions from recent emails and staff events. 
 
Scheduled Faculty Meetings  

- Wednesday 22 July- NICAI 

- Wednesday 29 July-  Faculty of Arts 

- Wednesday 12 August -  Faculty of Science 

- Wednesday 12 August – Faculty of Business and Economics 

- Tuesday 18 August – Faculty of Law  

Meetings for Professional Staff have also been requested by some Faculties and we are happy work 
with your teams to organise events as needed. 
 
Common questions: Sharing enquiries from the community 

Who is going to provide staff training for Canvas? 

We are currently working to build a team of Canvas Facilitators who will be dedicated to providing 

training and working with staff to create courses and build understanding of the system. They will be 

coordinated centrally but assigned to Faculties over the next year. All staff will be encouraged to 

attend a 2-hour group workshop during Semester 2 or before the Christmas break for an 

introduction to Canvas and to set-up a course of their choosing. Details will follow shortly.  

If ten pilot courses are being developed in Canvas for Semester 2, why can’t we all have access to 

the system? 

We’re getting a lot of requests for access but the challenge is that we’re still doing a lot of technical 

work to create the Auckland version of the system--and we need more time before we can support a 

large group of users. The pilot courses are working with a limited version of Canvas and won’t have 

access to some functions until they’re available during the year. Needless to say, the sooner we can 

get everybody involved the better--we’re simply trying to get to a reasonable point of technical 

implementation before expanding our user group. Sorry! 

The gradebook in Canvas appears to be different….what will it mean for staff and students? 

We’re working with Canvas on a daily basis to understand the details of their gradebook approach 

and their roadmap for future assessment features. We’re also building technical solutions to ensure 

marks and grades can be managed easily and transferred into SSO. As we might expect when making 

any software change, there are definitely some differences in the gradebook tools--but (as above) 

we want to spend more time understanding the implications for our current processes.  

Which learning tools will be integrated with Canvas? 



Talis, Turnitin, Google Drive, Piazza and QuestionMark are the commitments we have made for the 

initial phase of Canvas and other third-party tools are likely to be required or added to the system 

over time. Our reference site Universities advised us to choose a few tools to get started rather than 

taking on too much complexity from Day One. Each integration has issues to consider and we have a 

lot to learn about how we build a family of complementary tools. 

What is the update for the Talis implementation? 

Over the past few weeks, faculty staff have created online reading lists for 27 Semester Two courses 

using Talis, with support from Subject Librarians. Another 5-10 lists are expected to be published in 

the coming week, including some lists which are being created by academic staff trying out the Talis-

Canvas integration. This is enabling faculty staff to integrate the reading list, or sections of the 

reading list, into relevant sections in Canvas. During the Semester 2 pilot of the Course Reading Lists 

service, students will access their course lists from their learning management system (mostly Cecil). 

You can also search or browse for courses at http://course-resources.auckland.ac.nz  

I use QuestionMark for tests and exams. How will that system work within Canvas? 

QuestionMark is being provisioned with Canvas so users have the option of continuing with existing 

question banks. Work is being done to understand the functionality of that version compared with 

the current tool. As an alternative, there is a quiz engine that comes with Canvas, which some 

teachers may want to consider. We will know more shortly.  

If you have an immediate query regarding integrations, please contact the project team 

lmsreview@auckland.ac.nz and we will work with you to consider how best to support your request. 
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