
Weekly update # 15 – The global community of Canvas 

The Canvas conference is held in Utah every year and all presentations are posted online. This week 

Canvas have uploaded about 50 videos from the recent event on a range of topics. It provides a 

sense of the wide-ranging issues being discussed about the use and development of Canvas: 

https://www.youtube.com/user/CanvasLMS/videos 

We have been working on our Canvas website, which will be a central point of reference for project 

information. We are nearly ready to launch, and look forward to sharing this with you next week. 

Common questions: Sharing enquiries from the community 

A 2-hour training workshop for Canvas doesn’t seem like a lot of time, we’re not sure this is 

enough time for our staff to transition from the old to the new?  

That’s true; the workshop will simply get everybody started with building a course and provide a 

basic level of understanding. The session is based on the Canvas model utilised globally and is just 

one aspect of the transition. The 2-hour session guides participants to build a course of their 

choosing and discusses the key principles and features which underpin Canvas. On-going support will 

be provided by Canvas Facilitators who will be based in Faculties for drop-in sessions and 

consultation as required, and supported by a range of web-based, self-learning opportunities. From 

January, all staff and students will also be able to call Canvas on a 24/7 for assistance.  

All staff will be encouraged to attend a 2-hour group workshop during Semester 2 or before the 

Christmas break. 

Will I need to move all my teaching materials out of Cecil? 

Cecil will provide an on-going archive for your existing teaching materials and your historic courses. 

We’re encouraging teaching staff to simply migrate the materials they need to operate in Canvas, 

rather than their complete library of teaching resources. 

What is the Canvas Commons and how will I be able to use it? 

The Canvas Commons is a learning object repository within Canvas that enables educators to find, 

import, and share resources across all universities in the Canvas network. A digital library full of 

educational content, Commons allows Canvas users to share learning resources with other users as 

well as import learning resources into a Canvas course. See here for an introductory video: 

https://community.canvaslms.com/videos/1273 

For any Canvas queries please contact the project on lmsreview@auckland.ac.nz 

 

Kind regards,  

Kevin Morris (on behalf of the project team) 
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