
 
Update #11: A perspective from the Canvas Community  
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
This week I am pleased to share key technical progress and information regarding early adopters of 

Canvas in Faculties, along with further details of the training for staff later in the year. 

The technical stream of the project has progressed some of the integrations with Piazza, Talis and 

Turnitin. There was also a successful loading of all course enrolments into the Canvas test 

environment. Canvas are very pleased with this progress, relative to other implementations at this 

point of the process. 

Given the technical set-up has progressed to a certain level, it was agreed at Steering Committee this 

week that we will run a small number of courses in Canvas in Semester 2 this year. These 

arrangements are being handled via the Deans to ensure each Faculty can be represented if they 

wish. Obviously it will require a willingness to work in a limited version of Canvas and the capacity to 

work with limited support (for staff and students) until we have all our systems in place. 

I will attend Faculty meetings from next month to provide an update on the Canvas implementation 

and to demonstrate some of the sample course ideas we have been considering.  

Thank you for your feedback regarding a Canvas Community website. Those ideas will also feed into 

the design of our knowledge base and training materials, to be finalised in July and August through 

further collaboration. 

Best, Kevin 

Canvas Community perspective: Each week we will ask new Canvas users to share their experiences -

good, bad and ugly! This week, Angela Tsai (Professional Teaching Fellow, School of Medical 

Sciences, FMHS), shares her perspective on how Canvas may be able to support and enhance learning 

and teaching practices.  

“I currently coordinate and contribute lectures and practical laboratories in a number of under- and 

post-graduate courses for students in the Faculty of Science and Faculty of Medical and Health 

Sciences (enrolments range from ~120-~1200 students). I had the opportunity to explore Canvas as a 

‘sandpit’ tester in the LMS selection process. Although all the shortlisted options were relatively 

similar in terms of the range of functionalities available, Canvas stood out to me as being the most 

intuitive and easy to use. I hope I’m not speaking too soon but at the time of testing I remember 

feeling a sense of reassurance that my colleagues and I may be able to migrate without experiencing 

too steep a learning curve and that the transition wasn’t going to impose fundamental or 

unreasonable changes to how we currently use Cecil or CourseBuilder to support our teaching 

practice. 

At the same time, I also recall being pleasantly surprised and impressed by how naturally and 

instinctively Canvas challenged and inspired me to rethink my current use of Cecil (mainly as a 

content dissemination tool), and to seriously consider how the ease with which the functionalities 

can be implemented in Canvas may support alternative ways of engaging with teaching and learning 



activities (e.g. flipping the classroom, embedding a more blended approach, enhancing flexible 

learning or improving continuity and resilience capabilities). A number of my colleagues have 

previously expressed a yearning to explore these alternative modes of engagement but have thus far 

been unable to fulfil these desires owing to a variety of factors and pressures. Underpinned by 

purposeful learning design, I believe the ease-of-use of Canvas has the potential to 

enable, encourage and empower staff to create diverse, fit-for-purpose learning environments for 

teachers and learners, ultimately contributing towards fostering a professional learning community 

that will enhance future-oriented teaching and learning practices.” 

 

 


