
Weekly Update #27 – Further access and training  
 
This week we provide another update on training and access to Canvas, as this is a busy time across 
Faculties. We also share a perspective from one of our priority access users on the Canvas user 
interface. 
 
Access to Canvas, and training in Faculties 
 
The focus for Canvas implementation at the University this week continues to be access for staff 
associated with course delivery and training. Since 1 October, we’ve welcomed more than 1500 new 
users to Canvas and this number is increasing daily as course lists are finalised with Faculties. 
 
Training is underway in most Faculties, with high attendance at the 2-hour workshops assisting staff 
to familiarise themselves with the new LMS and commence setting up courses for Semester 1, 2016. 
As an example, a large number of Faculty of Science staff involved with 2016 course delivery have 
already participated in workshops.  
 
A reminder to staff to book and attend the 2-hour workshops in your Faculty. For more information 
and how to register for training please contact the Canvas Transition Team in your Faculty. 
 
Canvas experience 
 
This week’s perspective on the Canvas LMS comes from Craig Housley, Web Developer at the Centre 
for Learning and Research in Higher Education (CLeaR). Craig is one of our priority access users. 
 
“I’m a keen follower of trends in web design, especially features to improve usability, and I’m 
pleased to say that Canvas rates highly in my view. The new interface is simple and intuitive. It 
includes a customisable dashboard, uncluttered navigation, maximum use of screen real estate and 
a responsive layout for mobile devices. 
 
The Calendar shows ‘due dates’ at a glance and items are colour coded for different courses. Events 
can be displayed by week, month or as a chronological list. Students can also import a live calendar 
feed to a compatible mobile app. The Inbox is also configurable. Messages can be filtered specific to 
a course and students can choose which types of messages are sent to their email. 
 
Beyond the obvious, all core functions of Canvas have been developed to web accessibility 
standards, so visually impaired users will find it works well with screen readers. 
 
Although navigation within the Modules section is too linear for my taste, savvy and advanced users 
can search Canvas Commons for lines of code that produce tabs and accordions on a page; they can 
insert this using the HTML editor – extra for experts!  
 
Canvas also utilises the latest Learning Technologies Interoperability (LTI) standards, enabling 
integration with numerous teaching and learning tools. I’m excited about the opportunities this 
provides.” 
 
Canvas Champions 
 
For your reference, we’ve included a list of Canvas Champions from each Faculty. 
 
Faculty of Arts   Misha Kavka, Associate Dean  



Helen Ross, Group Services Manager  
Marilyn Humphrey, Information Service Manager 
  

Business School   Susan Geertshuis, Professor  
Petteena McOnie, Project Manager 
Narissa Lewis, Learning Designer 
 

National Institute for  David Lines, Associate Professor 
Creative Arts and Industries Wendy Chambers, Group Services Manager  
 
Faculty of Education   Kirsten Locke, Associate Dean – Learning and Teaching 
and Social Work  Steve Leichtweis, CreATE Manager 
  
Faculty of Engineering   Peter Bier, Professional Teaching Fellow 

Samantha Lafaialii, Group Services Manager 
 

Faculty of Law   Peter Watts, Professor  
Ada Marama, Director of Faculty Operations 
 

Faculty of Medical   Mark Barrow, Associate Dean 
and Health Sciences  Richard Swain, Director of Faculty Operations 
 
Faculty of Science  Margaret Goldstone, Associate Dean  

Yvette Wharton, Application Specialist 
 
 
For more information please contact lmsreview@auckland.ac.nz or Canvas Home 
 

mailto:lmsreview@auckland.ac.nz
https://wiki.auckland.ac.nz/display/CANVAS/Canvas+LMS+Home

