
 
Weekly Update #28 – Getting ready for Semester 1, 2016 
 
So far more than 60 2-hour workshops have been attended across the University, with Canvas 
Facilitators providing an overview of Canvas and how it can support teaching. For an up-to-date 
Canvas training schedule for October and November, please contact your Faculty Transition Team. 
 
Canvas production releases  
 
As some of you may have noticed, Canvas is updated on a three-weekly basis, with new features 
added and minor changes made with each release. The most recent release was Saturday 10 
October and, for those who are interested, the release notes and a video overview of the key 
changes are available here: 
 
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-5061 
https://community.canvaslms.com/videos/1771   
 
Canvas experience 
 
This week Gregory Camp, Lecturer in Musicology at the University’s School of Music shares some of 
his thoughts from teaching with Canvas as an Early Adopter in Semester 2, 2015. Although he 
describes his course as ‘not technologically-intensive,’ Greg shares how Canvas has supported his 
stage three course. 
 
“I have been using Canvas this semester for my course, Jazz Research, MUS 376. This is a stage three 
core paper for jazz majors within the School of Music, and teaches the students how to think and 
write critically about jazz history, aesthetics, and their own creative practice. This is not a 
technologically-intense course, as most of what we do is reading, thinking, discussing, and writing. 
Canvas has useful features for all of these aspects. This is a small class (15 students), so our 
discussions happen mostly in class time itself, but Canvas includes a ‘discussions’ module that allows 
questions to be asked and responded to online. This chat function could be especially useful for 
larger classes where every student might not get to speak during class time. 
 
As we approach the end of the semester, grading comes to the fore of everyone’s minds. I have 
recently been playing with the SpeedGrader extension, though using it is quite a change for 
someone like me, who had hitherto preferred to mark hard copies. With SpeedGrader, everything 
goes online. The students submit their assignment, and if it is in one of the programme’s supported 
formats (including .doc), it can be read, commented upon, and marked within the system. A caveat, 
though: make sure that your assignments are ‘muted’ before you start marking. Otherwise, students 
see any comments or grades in real time! I doubt that I will use the function much, at least not for 
essay marking, for which I prefer the tactility of marking up a hard copy, but I suspect it will save 
time for certain types of assignments. It will also allow for marking on the go, eliminating the need 
to carry around a stack of papers. 
 
My students and I found Canvas very easy to use once we got the hang of it. Creating a course was 
quite daunting at first because very little is pre-built and as an Early Adopter the templates which are 
now available for staff in training were yet to be developed. For me, everything needed to be loaded 
in. Some people will have great fun with this, and will be able to get very creative in course design. 
Others (such as myself) who prefer to use an LMS primarily as a repository for course readings and 
assignment details might find it more frustrating at first. One I started to build in my weekly 
modules, however, I found it quick to learn how to use it. Colleagues who have some experience 
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with blogs or other website creation (or even a Facebook page) will likely find it more 
straightforward than those who have not. Canvas is very much a product of the Facebook 
generation, and my students find it easy to use. 
 
To sum up, Canvas was daunting at first but becomes friendlier as you gain experience with it. It is 
also being developed at great speed; even over the course of the few months I have been using it, 
there have been various improvements to the system. The designers seem very responsive to user 
feedback. Whether you plan to use it in its ‘bare-bones’ form, or to create an elaborate online 
course with all the bells and whistles, Canvas will change some of the ways we operate. For the most 
part, I think it will facilitate what we do.” 
 
 
For more information please contact lmsreview@auckland.ac.nz or Canvas Home 
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