
Weekly Update #31 – November reminders 
 
As we advised last week our regular update is changing to focus on key steps for staff to be ready for 
Semester 1, 2016, and any other information staff need to know to support the transition to our new 
learning management system. If you’re receiving this for the first time, welcome to the regular 
update on the transition to Canvas at the University.  
 
During November we’ll be reminding staff of key tips for being ready before leaving for the summer 
break, and this week we’ve included some simple tips on how to get content ready in course shells. 
 
Tips on migrating content to course shell  
It’s important that staff who have attended training in Canvas, and have been using a sandpit course 
to learn and ‘play,’ move any content they’ve created into the course shell of the relevant 2016 
course (brought across from CS9), when it is ready. There are some options available and our Canvas 
Facilitators recommend importing content from within your course shell. Here are some of the steps 
to take, and a link to further information below: 
• Navigate to your course 
• Navigate to Settings 
• Select Import content into this course from the right-hand menu 
• Select Copy a Canvas course 
• Follow the steps provided  
To learn more about how to import content from your sandpit course and into your CS9 course shell 
follow the link https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-2685 
 
Student enrolments 
As many of you know, Canvas is integrated with CS9 and therefore student enrolments for 2016 will 
start to show in courses as they are finalised through University processes. We’ve been receiving 
some questions about this and it is important to know that students will not be able to access their 
course in Canvas until it is published by teachers. 24/7 support will be available for students using 
Canvas in Summer School, and communications to the student community about our new learning 
management system are planned to commence in late November.  
 
Update on course and teaching evaluations project 
The Senior Leadership Team has taken the decision to move to an online system for course and 
teaching evaluations. A project team is working through a Request for Proposal (RFP) process which 
is exploring the available options for such a system.  
 
An Evaluations Working Group, with representation from each Faculty has provided input to a 
review of evaluation questions, and over the coming weeks its members will be asked to contribute 
to the review of responses to the RFP process and the selection of the system. The process is 
expected to result in a signed contract with the successful vendor before the end of December. Staff 
and students will be updated as further information becomes available.  
 
It is expected the system will be in place to support course and teaching evaluations in Semester 1 
next year. 
 
Cross-listing 
We’ve had a good response to the first round of cross-listing ‘opt-ins’ with many staff taking the 
opportunity to manage combined courses from one primary course in Canvas. Those who opted-in 
when replying to the ‘Cross-listing Update’ email from canvashelp@auckland.ac.nz (sent 3 
November) will see that their courses have remained cross-listed, while those who elected not to 
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opt-in will notice that cross-listing no longer applies to their course (they’ll now see two separate 
courses). We will be following up with other staff about cross-listing in Canvas, its benefits and how 
to opt-in. 
 
For more information please contact canvashelp@auckland.ac.nz, visit Canvas Home or contact your 
Transition Team. 
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