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Postgraduate study in law is increasingly important in a globalised world. The demand for more specialised, sophisticated 
and internationalised understanding of the law is growing. Whether you are looking to deepen and broaden your 
understanding or venture into a new area of law, postgraduate study at the Auckland Law School can energise your 
thinking and your career. Law at Auckland is challenging, exciting and taught by some of the best legal scholars in the 
country as well as a stream of visiting scholars from around the world.

Achieve the Amazing

Postgraduate options

The Master of Laws (LLM) is a 120-point programme, 
which can be completed in one year if done full-time 
or over more than one year if done part-time. Entry 
into the LLM is possible at any time throughout the 
year. It can be done as either a research masters 
with a thesis or a coursework masters with over 30 
taught courses to choose from.

LLM by research

If you are interested in including a research 
component in your LLM, please contact the Law 
School to discuss the availability of a supervisor 
to supervise your thesis or dissertation. The thesis 
or dissertation research proposal will need to be 
approved by the Associate Dean (International and 
Postgraduate).

The programme offers six specialisations:
• Corporate and Commercial Law
• Environmental Law
• Human Rights Law
• International Law
• Litigation and Dispute Resolution
• Public Law 

The Master of Legal Studies (MLS) is designed for 
professionals that may not have studied law at 
the undergraduate level. It allows professionals to 
complement their existing qualifications and skills 
with specialised legal knowledge.

The Master of Taxation Studies (MTaxS) is for 
graduates in either law or commerce who wish to 
develop their tax skills or for practitioners wanting 
to update their tax knowledge. Like the MLS, the 
MTaxS is a 120-point or 180-point programme, 
depending on your entry qualifications.

The Postgraduate Certificate in Law (PG CertLaw) 
is a pathway to the LLM or the MLS. Effectively a 
half of the LLM or the MLS, it is ideal if you have 
limited time or wish to study only a few select 
courses. Individual courses may be also taken for a 
Certificate of Proficiency (COP).

There are many options to choose from to make 
studying compatible with your busy life. There 
is a mixture of semester and intensive courses. 
Semester courses are taught in the evenings 
to minimise clashes with work and other 
commitments. Our intensive courses are taught 
in one or two blocks of consecutive days, with 
practitioners outside of Auckland in mind.

All of our postgraduate courses fulfil the 
New Zealand Law Society’s Continuing 
Professional Development (CPD) 
requirements.

Course Description

LAW 700 - Legal Research 
Methodology and Advanced 
Writing (0 points) Intensive 
Semester 1: 
26 - 28 February. 
Semester 2: 15 - 17 July

The course is designed to provide students with up to date research and academic writing skills. The different components 
of the legal research and writing process including initial analysis, research ethics, writing style and writing a legal 
research essay are canvassed in this course. New students are provided with information about the Davis Law Library, its 
collections and resources and legal data base training. Bronwyn Davies, University of Auckland

LAWPUBL 757 - International 
Organisations (30 points)
Intensive
4-10 March

The activities of international organisations pervade all aspects of our lives. Yet, the actions of such organisations 
sometimes attract considerable controversy. This subject will focus on the legal framework that applies to international 
organisations through an analysis of practice and case law. Topics to be explored include the powers and law-making 
function of international organisations, the immunities of international organisations, and the responsibility of 
international organisations for breaches of international law.  Throughout the course, students will discuss a range of 
examples from international, regional and specialist organisations. Professor Alison Duxbury, University of Melbourne

LAWPUBL 749 - Indigenous 
Persons: Law and Policy (30 points)
Intensive 11-17 March

The course explores international and comparative law and policy relevant to Indigenous peoples. Beginning with an 
examination of the United Nations system as it relates to Indigenous peoples, the course will also analyse the ground-
breaking jurisprudence of the Inter-American and African regional human rights systems. Moving to comparative 
jurisdictions, it will examine the United States, Brazil and Namibia with respect to their laws and policies relevant to 
Indigenous peoples. Professor Robert A Williams Jr, University of Arizona

LAWCOMM 748 - Advanced Torts 
(15 points)
Intensive
18-24 March

An examination of advanced topics in torts, all of which there have been significant new decisions of the courts in New 
Zealand and in common law countries around the world. The seminars accordingly will take a comparative approach, with 
the focus on the law in New Zealand but informed in particular by decisions in the United Kingdom, Australia, Canada and 
Singapore. Professor Jason Neyers, Western University

COMLAW 740 A & B - Tax Base  
(30 points)
Intensive 26-28 March & 15-17 
October

A study of the New Zealand income tax base. The course examines income timing and recognition, comparisons between 
the nature of capital and income, the differing treatment of each, and provides a deeper understanding of the policy 
behind the New Zealand income tax regime. It provides both a theoretical background and detailed technical knowledge 
of the scope and application of the most significant regimes for income, deduction and timing in the Income Tax Act 2007.
Professor Craig Elliffe, University of Auckland

LAWCOMM 775 A & B - 
International Tax Law 
(30 points)
Intensive
2-4 April & 29-31 October

The role and functions of Double Tax Agreements (DTA’s), their history and purpose, how to use a DTA and interpret it as 
part of international public law and the Vienna Conventions are considered in this course. The role of specific articles 
in the DTA’s, the international law rules for foreign investment funds, controlled foreign companies, foreign dividend 
withholding payments, conduit relief, underlying foreign tax credits, and foreign investor tax credits are examined along 
with international trusts and how tax havens work. Professor Craig Elliffe, University of Auckland
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Course Description
LAWCOMM 769 - Economic 
Regulation: principles and 
practice (15 points)
Intensive 6-8 April

This course looks at the rationale for economic regulation, explores what makes good regulatory practice and the range of regulatory 
tools available to tackle identified problems, and considers the potential downsides and risks of regulation. It explains how New 
Zealand’s regulatory workhorse, Part 4 of the Commerce Act 1986, operates and reviews legal challenges to it. The course explores the 
regulatory frameworks in the telecommunications sector and the dairy sector.  
Donal Curtin, Managing Director, Economics New Zealand

LAWPUBL 758 - Uncensored 
History of International Law 
(30 points)
Intensive 20-24 April
& 28-30 April

The course investigates, the reason for understanding the history of international law and the methodological approaches available 
for any such project. As part of it the notion of ‘censorship’ will feature prominently in the project design, either in its pure form (such 
as the 1956 Protocol of Sevres; President Woodrow Wilson’s ‘open treaties’ idea) or by virtue of its indirect meaning and impact (e.g. 
how technical expertise and the notion of ‘crisis’ have undermined the commitment to the study of history of the discipline). We shall 
consider a range of different topics including the role of religion in the formation of international legal narrative, the idea of slavery 
and ‘human rights’, the methods of colonization and decolonization, the rhetoric of institutional virtue and self-determination and the 
methodological options open for engagement with history. Professor Dino Kritsiotis, University of Nottingham

LAWPUBL 747 - Patients’ 
Rights (15 points)
Intensive 7-9 May

This wide-ranging course examines key current issues in patients’ rights including access, quality and information. What rights do 
patients have to access health care? How is the quality of health care assessed? What are the limits of information disclosure, e.g, 
competence information, outcomes data, complaint history? How well does New Zealand’s HDC and ACC system resolve patient 
concerns? How effectively does the HDC Act and Code provide access to justice for aggrieved patients? How are patients protected from 
incompetent or abusive practitioners? What is the role of professional discipline in affirming patients’ rights? Have legislated patients’ 
rights improved the safety and quality of health care? Professor Ron Paterson, University of Auckland

COMLAW 747 - GST 
(15 points)
Intensive 14-16 May

An advanced study of Goods and Services Tax (GST): both a theoretical background and high level of technical knowledge of the GST Act 
1985. Comparisons with other indirect taxes and overseas variations of GST (notably Australian GST and the United Kingdom VAT) provide 
a deeper understanding of the policy behind the New Zealand GST regime. Professor Julie Cassidy, University of Auckland

LAWENVIR 729 - 
Comparative Environmental 
Law (30 points)
Intensive
4-6 June & 11-13 June

This is a study of environmental law from a comparative perspective, with a primary focus on common law and EU law jurisdictions. 
Environmental law is now an important structural feature of the regulatory environment of most jurisdictions and affects many aspects 
of business and legal practice. It explores how different regimes reconfigure understandings of administration and markets. The course 
focus on some of the most high profile and distinctive features of environmental law, each case study shining light on key factors 
and concepts in environmental law; environmental principles (courts), emission trading schemes (markets and property), chemicals 
regulation (markets and trade), and environmental impact assessment/nature conservation (the public and scientists).   
Professor Martin Kment, University of Ausburg

LAW 701 - The Legal System: 
Sources, Structures and 
Method (30 points)
Semester 1: Monday 2-5pm
Semester 2: Monday 2-5pm

An introduction to the New Zealand legal system and the process of legal reasoning. The course will consider the core substantive 
components of the New Zealand legal system, the sources of New Zealand law including statute, case law and custom. It will examine 
the influence of international law, legal methodology in theory and practice (including judicial reasoning and the doctrine of precedent), 
techniques of statutory interpretation, and the resolution of disputes. The course will be offered in both semesters. 
Dr Edward Willis, University of Auckland, Associate Professor Timothy Kuhner, University of Auckland and Bronwyn Davies, 
University of Auckland

LAWGENRL 711 - Corruption: 
Comparative and 
International Approaches 
(30 points)
Semester 1: Monday 5-8pm

Corruption is one of the most important emerging topics in law and public affairs. It is often cited as a leading cause of rising economic 
and political inequalities, human rights violations, environmental degradation, and the failure of development programmes. To this well-
recognised list of corruption’s effects, we may now add the rise of illiberal and authoritarian populism across the world, another stage 
in liberal democracy’s decline. National governments and international organisations have responded with a variety of anti-corruption 
initiatives. Motivated by corruption’s serious consequences and its independent intrigue as an area of law, this course offers students 
the chance to critically engage with a sample of domestic and international approaches to combatting corruption.  
Associate Professor Timothy Kuhner, University of Auckland

LAWCOMM 767 - Consumer 
Law (15 points)
Semester 1: Tuesday 5-8pm

The course provides an advanced, in-depth examination of laws designed specifically or primarily to protect consumers. It will consider 
the particular vulnerabilities of consumers, the theoretical rationales for consumer law and the panoply of regulatory techniques 
deployed in the protection of consumers. The focus will be on: misleading and deceptive conduct (s 9, Fair Trading Act 1986); consumer 
guarantees in respect of goods and services (Consumer Guarantees Act 1993); unfair contract terms in standard form consumer 
contracts (ss 46H-46M, Fair Trading Act 1986); and enforcement and remedies.  Dr Karen Fairweather, University of Auckland

LAWGENRL 723 - Selected 
Topics in Evidence and 
Criminal Procedure  
(15 points)
Semester 1: Tuesday 5-8pm

Prosecutors, defence lawyers, judges, police and other persons working in the area of criminal justice will be aware of the significant 
body of New Zealand evidence and criminal procedure law governing: (a) criminal investigations; and (b) criminal trial processes. This 
course will examine selected topics in evidence and criminal procedure, focussing on the Evidence Act 2006, the New Zealand Bill of 
Rights Act 1990, the Search and Surveillance Act 2012, and the Criminal Procedure Act 2011.  
Associate Professor Scott Optican, University of Auckland

LAWGENRL 713 - Selected 
Issues in Family Law  
(30 points)
Semester 1: Wednesday 5-8pm

Family law constantly changes. This course will discuss and analyse cutting edge family law issues through legal and multi-disciplinary 
lenses. Topics to be covered are complex parenting disputes, complex guardianship disputes, and solutions for family violence, 
relationship property cases, and developments in maintenance cases, reforming family law and adoption and surrogacy.  
Professor Mark Henaghan, University of Auckland

LAWCOMM 735 - Artificial 
Intelligence Law and Policy 
(30 points)
Semester 1: Thursday 5-8pm

An exploration of the legal and policy aspects of artificial intelligence. It will examine how artificial intelligence changes the ways in 
which legal services are delivered and policy decisions are made, and evaluate the wider legal and policy issues created by the use of 
artificial intelligence. The course will focus on the history and philosophy of artificial intelligence, the concepts of machine learning and 
neural network, and the impact of artificial intelligence in legal reasoning and robot lawyers.  
Dr Benjamin Liu, University of Auckland Business School

LAWGENRL 715 - Law of Not-
for-Profits (30 points)
Intensive 1-3 July & 6-7 July

The subject will look in depth at key elements of not-for-profit law, in light of the relationship of the not-for-profit sector with the state 
and commercial sectors and the not-for-profit sector’s increasing importance to social, economic and political life. We will reflect on 
important questions raised by not-for-profit law in a contemporary setting, including questions relating to the legal definition of charity, 
the taxation of not-for-profits, and not-for-profit regulation. We will adopt comparative, theoretical and practical perspectives in working 
through these questions. Professor Matthew Harding, University of Melbourne

LAWCOMM 768 - Economic 
Analysis of the Law  
(15 points)
Intensive 22-24 July

This course introduces students to the economic analysis of law as a set of tools for analysing laws and understanding the effect legal 
rules have on the way people behave. This course also explores the extent to which the principles of economics can be used to explain 
the workings of the legal system and political institutions. Particular attention is paid to apply economic analysis to contemporaneous 
law and policy controversies in Pacific Asia (including Australia and New Zealand). 
Associate Professor Jianlin Chen, University of Melbourne

LAWCOMM 780 - Corporate 
and Investor Tax (15 points)
Intensive 29 July - 4 August

An advanced study of the tax liability and issues affecting companies and their shareholders. The course considers the different 
corporate tax regimes, including dividends, imputations, losses and groupings, amalgamations, LTCs and Unit Trusts. Comparison 
with other entities is intended to provide a deeper understanding of the policy behind New Zealand’s corporate tax regimes and the 
allocation of the tax burden between companies, shareholders and other investors. Team from PWC



Course Description

LAWCOMM 731 - International 
Banking Law (30 points)
Intensive 5-11 August

A selection of topics from the law of banking, including bank-customer relationship, negotiable instruments, liability of paying and 
collecting banks, debit/credit/smart cards, electronic payments, securities for bank lending, letters of credit, and the  legal and 
regulatory system governing banks and financial institutions will be the focus of this course.  
Associate Professor Chris Hare, University of Oxford

LAWCOMM 755 - Corporate 
Finance (30 points)
Intensive
12-18 August

The topic of this course is various restructuring policies that firms carry on around the world. We will analyse their motivation 
and consequences in an international context. Besides small changes of operations, corporations engage in 3 different types of 
major restructuring policies: (1) corporate transformations or asset sales; (2) bankruptcy and corporate reorganization; and (3) 
mergers or large acquisitions. We will cover these three major policies with a focus on their financial consequences in various legal 
environments. Professor Joseph McCahery, Tilburg University

LAWPUBL 744 - Human Rights 
and Technology (30 points)
Intensive 27 July - 4 August

Two fundamental questions will be explored in the course: how technologies challenge our understanding on human rights concepts 
from a legal perspective and if there should be limits to the use of such technologies. Students are invited to re-conceive our 
understanding on dignity, autonomy, equality, privacy and freedom of expression mainly in the use of artificial intelligence and big 
data analytics. The legal, social and ethical dimensions in the debate will be highlighted throughout the course.
Professor Anne Cheung, University of Hong Kong

LAWCOMM 746 - Data Privacy 
and the Law (15 points)
Intensive 2-4 September

A consideration of the field of information privacy from a conceptual and a global standpoint. It evaluates the challenges 
data privacy faces from technological developments and from competing interests. The course evaluates the risks posed 
to privacy in the online environment and difficulties in the application of the Privacy Act 1993 to new phenomena. The 
importance of information privacy for businesses is examined as well as the implications of future global regulatory trends.                                                                                                                                          
Associate Professor Gehan Gunasekara, University of Auckland Business School

LAWCOMM 787 - Taxation of 
Trusts and Non-corporate 
Entities (15 points)
Intensive 3-5 September

This course offers an advanced study of the tax liability of different business structures and their members, particularly non-
corporate entities. It considers the different tax regimes applicable to trusts, partnerships and limited partnerships, Passive 
Investment Entities (PIEs), charities and Māori authorities. Comparision between these entities is intended to provide a deeper 
understanding of the policy behind New Zealand’s tax regimes and the allocation of the tax burden between companies and other 
entities. James Coleman, Barrister

LAWCOMM 702 - International 
Arbitration (30 points)
Intensive 9-15 September

International arbitration involves many interesting facets of the law including customary international law, the law of treaties, 
conflict of laws, soft law and contract law. It has become the preferred dispute resolution option in international business. It has 
also been incorporated as the standard dispute resolution method in bilateral and multilateral investment treaties and in free trade 
agreements such as that between New Zealand and China (2008), New Zealand and Korea (2015) and more recently the Trans Pacific 
Partnership (2016) (now renamed as the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans Pacific Partnership).
Associate Professor Amokura Kawharu, University of Auckland and Dr Anna Kirk, Barrister, Bankside Chambers

LAWPUBL 754 - Comparative 
Human Rights Law (30 points)
Intensive 23-29 September

The course deals with rights protected by bills and charters of rights in the domestic law of common law countries. The focus is on 
the operation of bills and charters and analysing the substance of human rights in relation to various controversies. It will consider 
the outcomes in rights cases, and understanding the scope and purposes of comparative legal studies. The course will focus on New 
Zealand, comparable jurisdictions and Pacific Island states. Professor Paul Rishworth, University of Auckland

LAWCOMM 747 - Conflict of 
Laws (15 points)
Intensive 1-3 October

An introduction to private international law (i.e. the body of law dealing with civil and commercial issues that have an international 
element or aspect), including a study of the jurisdiction of the New Zealand courts, conflicts theory and choice of law. 
Professor Mary Keyes, Griffith University

LAWGENRL 724 - Miscarriage 
of Justice (15 points)
Intensive 7-9 October

An exploration of the definition, detection, and causes of miscarriages of justice, both in New Zealand and internationally. Topics 
covered include under-validated scientific testimony, eyewitness misidentification, false confessions, ineffective assistance of 
defence counsel, official misconduct, the use of incentivized informants, unnecessary remand, and the failure to preserve evidence 
for additional testing after conviction, as well as the relationship between culture, social psychology, and the identification and 
remedy of miscarriages of justice. Associate Professor Carrie Leonetti, University of Auckland

LAWCOMM 737 - Future 
Directions of the World Trade 
Organisation (30 points)
Semester 2: Monday 5-8pm

The past decade has seen the rise of mega-regional trade, investment and economic integration agreements, such as the Trans-
Pacific Partnership Agreement, Trade in Services Agreement and Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership, which share a 
largely common template, and the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (involving China, India and ASEAN) which is more 
limited. The scope of these comprehensive agreements extend beyond traditional commodity trade to more ‘behind the border’ 
regulation of foreign investment, government procurement, state-owned enterprises, financial services, electronic commerce and 
intellectual property. This course examines those, and several other, mega-regionals to identify the strategic objectives of their 
advocates, what is new and controversial about their norms and rules, and the relationship of these plurilateral agreements to the 
multilateral system of the WTO. Professor Jane Kelsey, University of Auckland

LAWENVIR 737 - Global 
Environmental Law  (30 points)
Semester 2: Wednesday 5-8pm

The course examines environmental law and governance from the international, regional and national levels. The global coverage 
includes international environmental law and draws on experiences from the European Union, United States, Canada, South 
America, Australia and New Zealand. The topics include state sovereignty, the UN system, principles and sources of international 
environmental law, climate change, biodiversity, human rights and current developments in global and domestic environmental 
governance. Professor Klaus Bosselmann, University of Auckland

LAWCOMM 706 - Competition 
Law  and Policy (30 points)
Semester 2: Thursday 5-8pm

Competition Law and Policy examines the economic effects and legality of business practices and acquisitions under the Commerce 
Act and the law of other major competition law jurisdictions. The course covers the objectives of competition law, market definition 
and market power, price fixing and other agreements that substantially lessen competition, criminalisation of cartel conduct, misuse 
of market power, control of mergers and acquisitions, and authorisation.  
Associate Professor Chris Noonan, University of Auckland
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