
2021 Postgraduate Law Tax Courses
Semester One Intensive courses | 1st March–4th June
Course Description Lecturer Delivery 

method
Points Dates Class 

time
Room

COMLAW 740A
Tax Base          

New Zealand income tax base. The course examines income timing and recognition, comparisons between 
the nature of capital and income, the differing treatment of each, and provides a deeper understanding 
of the policy behind the New Zealand income tax regime. It provides both a theoretical background and 
detailed technical knowledge of the scope and application of the most significant regimes for income, 
deduction and timing in the Income Tax Act 2007.

Professor Craig 
Elliffe, University 
of Auckland

In person 15 25–27 Mar 9am–5pm 810–340

LAWCOMM 775A
International Tax 
Law           

The role and functions of Double Tax Agreements (DTA’s), their history and purpose, how to use a DTA and 
interpret it as part of international public law and the Vienna Conventions are considered in this course. 
The role of specific articles in the DTA’s, the international law rules for foreign investment funds, controlled 
foreign companies, foreign dividend withholding payments, conduit relief, underlying foreign tax credits, 
and foreign investor tax credits are examined along with international trusts and how tax havens work.

Professor Craig 
Elliffe, University 
of Auckland

In 
person/ 
online

15 8–10 Apr 9am–5pm 810–340

LAWCOMM 788
Special topic: Asia 
Pacific Tax     

This course provides a solid grounding in how multinational corporations (MNCs) seek to structure their 
business models from a taxation and operating perspective in Asia (being both ASEAN and North Asian 
jurisdictions). It necessarily covers a range of core tax topics in the post OECD Action Plan on Base Erosion 
and Profit Shifting (BEPS) world, and how the unilateral application of the BEPS Actions in Asian jurisdictions 
is impacting the operating models of MNCs. The course will seek to consolidate the students’ conceptual 
knowledge on this subject, while providing the practical experience needed to apply the knowledge to real-
life cases.

Matt Andrew, 
University of 
Auckland

In person 15 13–15 May 9am–5pm 810–340

LAWCOMM 783 
Avoidance 
Provisions                  

This course offers an advanced study of all aspects of the general anti-avoidance provisions (GAAR) 
contained in the Income Tax Act 2007 and Goods and Services Act 1985. It provides a detailed analysis of 
the structure, function and application of the general anti-avoidance provisions and their relationship to 
the “black-letter” tax law. The course is designed to equip the student with the skills required to be able 
to analyse and apply the GAAR regimes to business transactions for the purposes of providing advice and 
administering the tax system.  Comparisons with responses to tax avoidance in other jurisdictions, including 
Australia and the United Kingdom, provide a deeper understanding of the policy behind New Zealand’s 
general anti-avoidance provision. 

Professor 
Julie Cassidy, 
University of 
Auckland

In person 15 2–4 Jun 9am–5pm 810–340
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2021 Postgraduate Law Tax Courses
Semester Two Intensive courses | 19th July–15th October
Course Description Lecturer Delivery 

method
Points Dates Class 

time
Room

COMLAW 747 
Goods and Services 
Tax

An advanced study of Goods and Services Tax (GST): both a theoretical background and high level of 
technical knowledge of the GST Act 1985. Comparisons with other indirect taxes and overseas variations 
of GST (notably Australian GST and the United Kingdom VAT) provide a deeper understanding of the policy 
behind the New Zealand GST regime. 

Alan Bullot, 
Deloitte New 
Zealand 
and Jared 
Otto Inland 
Revenue 
Department

Blended 15 29–31 Jul 9am–5pm 810–340

COMLAW 740B
Tax Base

A study of the New Zealand income tax base. The course examines income timing and recognition, 
comparisons between the nature of capital and income, the differing treatment of each, and provides 
a deeper understanding of the policy behind the New Zealand income tax regime. It provides both a 
theoretical background and detailed technical knowledge of the scope and application of the most 
significant regimes for income, deduction and timing in the Income Tax Act 2007.

Professor Craig 
Elliffe, University 
of Auckland

In person 15 30 Sep–2 
Oct

9am–5pm 810-340

LAWCOMM 775B
International Tax 
Law  

The role and functions of Double Tax Agreements (DTA’s), their history and purpose, how to use a DTA and 
interpret it as part of international public law and the Vienna Conventions are considered in this course. 
The role of specific articles in the DTA’s, the international law rules for foreign investment funds, controlled 
foreign companies, foreign dividend withholding payments, conduit relief, underlying foreign tax credits, 
and foreign investor tax credits are examined along with international trusts and how tax havens work.

Professor Craig 
Elliffe, University 
of Auckland

Blended 15 14–16 Oct 9am–5pm 810–340
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